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CHAPTER | _

What is a Comprehensive Plan?

A comprehensive plan is a local-level policy doc-
ument that guides both short- and long-term de-
velopment of a community. It provides a snapshot

of existing conditions and outlines a vision for the
future that reflects community values and priorities.
The planning process combines data analysis, includ-
ing U.S. Census information and local reports, with
public input to ensure the plan reflects the needs and
aspirations of residents.

Once adopted, the comprehensive plan becomes a
tool for informed decision-making regarding land
use, housing, infrastructure, transportation, econom-
ic development, and community services. It is in-
tended to guide policy, investment, and growth over
the next 20 years and should be reviewed regularly
and updated at least every five to ten years to remain
responsive to changing conditions.

This 2026 Comprehensive Plan was created to guide
anticipated development within the jurisdictional
boundaries of the City of Moriarty. As an official
policy document of the City’s governing body, the
plan was prepared by the Mid-Region Council of
Governments (MRCOG) in collaboration with City
staff, local stakeholders, and residents, with funding
provided by MRCOG.

INTRODUCTION

The plan emphasizes land use as a key indicator of
community well-being, municipal functionality, and
quality of life. The goals and objectives address major
topic areas including form and character of develop-
ment, housing, transportation, water, public services
and facilities, and economic development. They were
developed through a community-driven process that
included public meetings, surveys, workshops, and
stakeholder interviews, ensuring the plan is ground-
ed in local values.

The 2026 Plan builds upon previous planning efforts,
including previous Moriarty Comprehensive Plans,
the Torrance County, New Mexico Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan Update (2025), the Moriarty Main
Street Project (2007), the City’s Water System Master
Plan (2007), the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance,
the Housing Needs Assessment (2001), the Airport
Master Plan (2000), and other relevant documents."

Together, the goals and objectives contained with-
in this document are intended to help City leaders
and residents navigate present challenges and future
opportunities, ensuring that the City of Moriarty
remains a vibrant, resilient, and welcoming place to
live, work, and thrive.

1. City of Moriarty. (2012). City of Moriarty Comprehensive Plan. City of Moriarty.



Who is MRCOG?

MRCOG is a regional planning organization serving
Bernalillo, Sandoval, Torrance, and Valencia counties
in central New Mexico. Its mission is to strengthen
individual communities by identifying and initiating
regional planning strategies through open dialogue
and collaboration among member governments.
MRCOG works across areas including transporta-
tion, planning, water, economic development, work-
force development, land use, and agriculture. As a
council of governments, MRCOG serves as a region-
al forum where member communities can coordi-
nate on issues that cross jurisdictional boundaries
while maintaining local decision-making authority.

Comprehensive Plan Components

This regional role allows communities to work
together on short- and long-term policy decisions
that affect growth, infrastructure, mobility, economic
opportunity, and quality of life across central New
Mexico.

The Regional Planning Program (RPP) is MRCOG’s
local planning assistance program for the mid-re-
gion. The RPP functions as an extension of local gov-
ernment staff by providing professional planning and
technical services to member governments, includ-
ing grant writing assistance, workshops and training,
mapping, fiscal agent services, comprehensive plans,
ordinance updates, transportation planning through
the Regional Transportation Planning Organization,
and support for the Water Resources Board.

Community Profile

The community profile provides an overview of the historical background and pres-
ent-day conditions of the City of Moriarty. It helps establish a shared understanding of
the City, its residents, and its role as a regional service center along the I-40 corridor.
This section includes information on population characteristics, economic and social
indicators, and regional context, all of which inform planning decisions throughout

\_ the Comprehensive Plan.

The land use section describes historical patterns of development in Moriarty, current
land use types and zoning designations, and anticipated growth areas. It identifies
areas suited for infill, redevelopment, preservation, and future expansion. The land
use inventory helps guide decisions about where and how the City of Moriarty should
invest in infrastructure and services to support desired development while protecting
valuable land resources.

.

~
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The housing section documents the number, type, age, and condition of homes in
Moriarty. It includes data on housing affordability, ownership versus rental rates, and
housing needs across different income levels. This information is used to identify gaps
in the local housing market and to recommend strategies that improve housing quality,
affordability, and availability for current and future residents.




Pavilion Located at Crs Park

Comprehensive Plan Components

Transportation

This section examines Moriarty’s transportation system, including major roads, local
streets, pedestrian infrastructure, and access to regional transit. Traffic volumes, crash
data, and roadway conditions are analyzed to identify safety concerns and infrastruc-
ture needs. Recommendations aim to improve connectivity, multimodal access, and
the overall efficiency and safety of the transportation network. )

The water section provides an overview of Moriarty’s water infrastructure and evalu-
ates water supply, quality, and usage. This includes the City’s municipal water system as
well as issues related to water rights, conservation, and drought resiliency. Strategies to
enhance water system efficiency and sustainability are identified in response to long-
term water availability concerns in the Estancia Basin.

Public Facilities ~

This section evaluates community amenities and essential services including parks

and recreation, emergency services, solid waste management, education, healthcare,

energy, and communications infrastructure. It assesses the adequacy of existing public

facilities and identifies areas where additional investments may be needed to support
\population growth, public safety, and quality of life.




Comprehensive Plan Components

Economic Developmen

~
The economic development section analyzes current economic conditions in Moriarty,
including employment trends, income levels, labor force characteristics, and key indus-

try sectors. It explores strategies for business retention, workforce development, and
targeted investment to expand job opportunities and support a diverse local economy

that builds on Moriarty’s assets and regional connections. )

Hazard Mitigation

This section identifies current and potential hazards such as flooding, drought, ex-
treme weather, and wildfire—which may impact the resilience and sustainability of the
City. It outlines strategies to reduce risks, strengthen community resiliency, and protect
Moriarty’s physical, economic, and natural assets from future disruptions.

Previous Plans

The City of Moriarty has a long history of compre-
hensive planning, beginning with adoption of the
Moriarty Comprehensive Plan in 1968. The City sub-
sequently adopted the Moriarty Comprehensive Plan
in 1976, the Moriarty Comprehensive Plan in 1990,
A Master Plan for the City of Moriarty in 1997, and
the Moriarty Comprehensive Land Use Plan in 2003.
These prior plans established a foundation for local
land use policy, infrastructure planning, community
development, and long-term growth management.

Following the 2003 plan, the City undertook another
update in response to changing economic conditions,
the release of new Census data, and funding sup-
port from the New Mexico Finance Authority. That
update culminated in the 2012 Moriarty Compre-
hensive Plan, which was prepared by the Mid-Region
Council of Governments (MRCOG) in partnership
with City staff. The 2012 plan retained many of the
foundational goals of earlier plans while revising
objectives and strategic action recommendations to
reflect the evolving needs of the community.?

The planning process for the 2012 plan included
input from the City Council, public workshops,
community surveys, and coordination with City
departments. The plan provided a detailed commu-
nity profile and addressed core elements including
regional setting, present character of development,

2. Ibid.
3. Ibid.

development history, population and housing, local
economy, transportation and circulation, and com-
munity facilities.?

This 2026 Comprehensive Plan represents the first
tull update since 2012. As with the 2012 effort, the
City of Moriarty partnered with MRCOG to prepare
this update. The 2026 plan builds on Moriarty’s prior
planning efforts with updated data, renewed com-
munity engagement, current planning practices, and
strategies to help the City address future challenges
and opportunities.

Legal and Administrative Framework
The legal and administrative framework for com-
prehensive planning in the State of New Mexico is
established by state statute, including NMSA 1978,
Section 3-19-9 and related provisions. These stat-
utes authorize municipalities to prepare and adopt
comprehensive plans to guide future growth, land
use regulation, and capital investment decisions.
Within this framework, the Comprehensive Plan
serves as a policy foundation for coordinating local
decision-making, aligning public investments with
community priorities, and promoting orderly devel-
opment over time. It also provides a reference point
for evaluating future zoning, infrastructure, housing,
economic development, and public facility decisions
in relation to the City’s long-term goals.



Plan Methodology and Process

The City of Moriarty’s Planning and Zoning
Commission served as the Steering Committee

for the development of the Comprehensive Plan.
Regional Planning staff from the Mid-Region
Council of Governments (MRCOG) coordinated
with the Steering Committee, Planning and Zoning
Administrator, City representatives, residents,
business owners, and other community stakeholders
throughout the planning process. Steering
Committee meetings were publicly posted in advance
and open to the public.

The planning process combined community input,
City coordination, existing conditions analysis,
demographic and economic data, infrastructure
information, and professional planning review.
MRCOG developed a community survey in
coordination with the Steering Committee. The
survey was mailed to property owners and residents
using address data from the Torrance County
Assessor’s Office and was also made available at

key locations in Moriarty, including City Hall, the
Moriarty Community Library, Moriarty Foods
grocery store, the U.S. Post Office, The Laundry
Room laundromat, and bulletin boards at the local
electric cooperative. Full survey results are included
in Appendix B.*

Public engagement activities included a public
kickoff meeting, community outreach tabling, tabling
at National Night Out and the Pinto Bean Fiesta,
business outreach, survey collection along Route 66,
public open houses, City Council and Planning and
Steering Committee updates, and other stakeholder
discussions. These activities were intended to provide
multiple opportunities for residents and stakeholders
to share priorities, identify community assets and
challenges, and respond to emerging plan directions.

Participation varied across engagement formats. The
community survey produced the strongest and most
substantive body of public input, while attendance

at public open house events and follow-up feedback
through available communication channels were
lower than anticipated. For this reason, engagement
results are best understood as meaningful and useful,

but not as a complete or statistically representative
account of all residents and stakeholders in Moriarty.

The planning team interpreted input conservatively,
giving the greatest weight to themes that appeared
repeatedly across survey responses, open-ended
comments, meetings, and technical analysis.

The plan was also informed by data from the U.S.
Census Bureau, including Decennial Census and
American Community Survey 5-year estimates, as
well as University of New Mexico Geospatial and
Population Studies data, the Moriarty population
forecast prepared by the Mid-Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization, City information, and other
available regional and local sources. These inputs
helped guide the development of updated goals,
policies, and implementation strategies related to
land use, housing, transportation, infrastructure,
water, public facilities, economic development, and
community character.

Draft plan materials were developed using the input
and data received through the process and were
refined to reflect recurring community themes,
including reinvestment in existing corridors,
infrastructure and water concerns, attainable
housing options, transportation safety, economic
development, and preservation of Moriarty’s small-
town and rural character. The full community
engagement summary and list of documented
engagement activities are provided in Appendix A.

Steering Committee Discussion and Workshop

4. City of Moriarty Comprehensive Plan Community Survey (2025) and MRCOG outreach records
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Introduction

The following community profile provides an over-
view of the historical background and present-day
conditions of the City of Moriarty. The profile helps
establish a shared understanding of Moriarty’s re-
gional context, population characteristics, economic
base, and its role as a key crossroads community in
central New Mexico.

Regional Setting

The City of Moriarty is located in Torrance Coun-
ty, approximately 40 miles east of Albuquerque in
central New Mexico (see Figure 1). Situated in the
northern portion of the Estancia Basin, Moriarty lies
east of the Sandia Mountains and Tijeras Canyon.
Nearby communities include Edgewood to the west
and Estancia, Willard, and Mountainair to the south
and southeast.

At an elevation of approximately 6,200 feet above

sea level, Moriarty lies in a high desert landscape
dominated by grasslands and expansive skies. The
region experiences low annual precipitation, with a
semi-arid climate that supports ranching and limited
dryland farming. Seasonal temperature fluctuations
and strong winds are typical, and water availability
remains a critical issue in the Estancia Basin.
Moriarty sits at the junction of Interstate 40 (I-40)

| HH\"\

| \ \\ ‘u

and New Mexico State Highway 41 (NM 41), both
of which are vital transportation corridors for the
region. I-40 is a major east-west interstate that runs
parallel to historic Route 66, now designated as New
Mexico State Highway 333 (NM 333). Although offi-
cially designated NM 333, the corridor is still com-
monly referred to locally, and throughout this plan,
as Route 66. It serves as Moriarty’s primary Main
Street and commercial corridor. These roadways
play a central role in Moriarty’s economy by bring-
ing through-traffic, truckers, and visitors into the
community. Highway-oriented services such as fuel
stations, restaurants, motels, and vehicle repair shops
are core components of the local economy.

Recent development has expanded beyond the Route
66 corridor, with new businesses emerging along

NM 41 and Martinez Road. The rapid growth of the
neighboring Town of Edgewood, located less than ten
miles to the west, is also contributing to commercial
expansion and increased traffic along the northwest
edge of Moriarty, particularly near the I-40 and
Route 66 interchange.

The City is also connected to two officially designat-
ed scenic and historic byways: Route 66 and the Salt
Missions Trail Scenic Byway (see image below). The
Salt Missions Trail provides a link from Moriarty into



Figure 1. Regional Overview Map



the Estancia Valley and Manzano Mountains, con-
necting travelers to historic communities, mission
churches, and nearby cultural destinations, including
Salinas Pueblo Missions sites such as Abo, Quarai,
and Las Humanas (Gran Quivira).

The Moriarty Municipal Airport is a distinctive com-
munity asset with longstanding regional and nation-
al ties to glider (sailplane) activity. Favorable high
desert flying conditions and open airspace support
soaring and related aviation uses, and the airport is
home to the Albuquerque Soaring Club. The airport
also supports a mix of recreational, educational,

and specialized aviation activities and has attracted
emerging aerospace interests.

Airport facilities include a terminal building and pi-
lot amenities that support visiting aviators and local
users. The U.S. Southwest Soaring Museum, located
in Moriarty, further reinforces the community’s avi-
ation identity and provides an additional visitor-ori-
ented attraction.®

History

The City of Moriarty traces its beginnings to 1887,
when Michael Moriarty and his family became the
areas first known permanent settlers. They home-
steaded just over a mile west of what is now Moriarty,
in a region largely untouched by modern develop-
ment. At the time, the Estancia Valley was vast, open
range, which was ideal for cattle grazing but nearly
uninhabited, with no towns, railroads, or infrastruc-
ture.

By 1903, the community had grown enough to war-
rant a post office, with Michael Moriarty appointed
as the first postmaster. Mail arrived by horseback
from the village of Chilili. That same year, the Santa
Fe Central Railroad laid tracks through the area, later
becoming the New Mexico Central Railroad. The
arrival of the railroad connected Moriarty to a larger
transportation network, sparking a wave of home-
steading from newcomers hailing from Texas, Okla-
homa, Kansas, and Iowa. The growing settlement
began to transform from open prairie to a communi-
ty of farms, businesses, and civic institutions.”

A depot, telegraph office, and official townsite were

soon established by the railroad company, solidifying
Moriarty as a key stop along the line. Michael Mori-
arty built the first general store, which was leased

to Dunlavy Mercantile Company, and other early
businesses including the Levi Hughes store, later the
Moriarty Trading Company soon followed. By the
early 1900s, the town supported a grocery store, two
hotels, a livery stable, a doctor’s office, and eventually
a drugstore. Most commercial activity was centered
along what is now Center Avenue, though a fire in
the mid-1920s destroyed many of the original build-
ings.®

Education and community life took root around the
same time. In 1906, Michael Moriarty and Pete Vigil
led efforts to construct a schoolhouse on land donat-
ed by the railroad. Completed in 1907, the building
doubled as a church and community meeting space.
That same year, a local newspaper, the Moriarty Mes-
senger, began publication, and the Moriarty Com-
mercial Club was formed to promote business and
attract new residents.’

During the 1930s, prolonged drought forced many
farming families to abandon the area. A new com-
munity, Buford, emerged a mile north of the original
Moriarty townsite, centered around the junction of
Route 66 and NM 41. In 1953, Moriarty and Buford
formally merged into the incorporated City of Mori-
arty.”

Salt Missions Trail Map

5. City of Moriarty. (2012). City of Moriarty Comprehensive Plan. City of Moriarty.

6. Ibid.
7. Ibid.



Hughes Mercantile Company, circa 1905. Source: City of Moriarty website

Old Railroad Depot

8. Ibid.
9. Ibid.
10. Ibid.



Route 66, first designated in 1926, was rerouted in
1937 to pass directly through Moriarty via Tijeras
Canyon. This change ushered in a new era of high-
way-oriented development, with gas stations, motels,
and diners serving a growing volume of travelers.
I-40 replaced Route 66 as the main east-west corri-
dor in the 1960s, and two interchanges completed in
the 1970s further enhanced the city’s accessibility and
growth potential."

Though the railroad ceased operation and its tracks
were removed in 1975, Moriarty’s original gridded
street layout remains as a reminder of its rail-era
roots. Today, the city functions not as a rail town, but
as a service center for travelers, ranchers, small busi-
nesses, and a growing renewable energy industry.”

In the 21st century, community investments have
shaped Moriarty’s identity. The Moriarty Civic Cen-
ter, opened in 2001, serves as a hub for community
events and local government, and also houses the
Moriarty Community Library and Historical Mu-
seum. The Southwest Soaring Museum, located in
the city-owned Business Park, opened in 2006 and
celebrates the area's unique reputation as a premier
glider-flying destination. In 2010, the completion of
the Moriarty High School Performing Arts Center
added a new space for performances, cultural pro-
gramming, and school events."

Local Government Operations

The City of Moriarty is an incorporated municipality
operating under a Mayor-Council form of govern-
ment. The governing body consists of an elected
mayor and four councilors serving staggered four-
year terms. In this structure, the mayor serves as the
city’s chief executive, presides over council meetings,
and votes only in the event of a tie. The City Council
holds legislative authority, enacting ordinances and
resolutions, approving the municipal budget, man-
aging city finances and property, and overseeing the
delivery of city services. One councilor is selected

to serve as mayor pro tempore during the mayor’s
absence.

Administrative leadership and daily municipal op-
erations are coordinated through several key depart-
11. Ibid.

12. Ibid.
13. Ibid.
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ments, including the City Clerk’s Office, Planning &
Zoning, Public Works, Police and Fire Departments,
Municipal Court, the Community Library, and Mar-
keting & Communications. The City Clerk supports
the mayor and council, maintains official city records,
prepares meeting agendas, and administers munic-
ipal elections. In addition, the Clerk serves as a key
liaison between elected officials and the public, with
the goal of facilitating communication and maintain-
ing transparency.

The City maintains a robust land use and zoning
framework guided by a Planning & Zoning Admin-
istrator and a Mayor-appointed, citizen-led Planning
& Zoning Commission. Moriarty’s zoning code
includes nine distinct districts, ranging from resi-
dential and agricultural to commercial, industrial,
and special use. The Planning & Zoning Adminis-
trator is responsible for permit review, compliance
inspections, updating zoning maps, and forwarding
applications to the Commission and City Council for
review. This regulatory framework ensures orderly
growth and supports the City’s long-term develop-
ment objectives.

The Public Works Department plays a central role
in maintaining Moriarty’s infrastructure and facil-
ities. Responsibilities include the maintenance and
operation of water and wastewater systems, roads
and streets, parks, and the municipal cemetery. The
department also oversees management of the Heri-
tage Rodeo Arena, the Moriarty Municipal Airport,
and capital improvement projects. Public Works staff
ensure the continued function and improvement of
the city’s physical assets, contributing to residents’
quality of life.

Additional municipal services include the Police and
Fire Departments, the Moriarty Community Library,
and the Municipal Court. Public safety personnel

are committed to protecting residents and visitors
through fair enforcement and emergency response.
The Municipal Court handles cases related to traffic
violations, zoning and ordinance infractions, and
other municipal matters. Meanwhile, the Community
Library and Moriarty Historical Society and Museum
serve as vital educational and cultural resources, sup-
porting residents of all ages with access to informa-
tion, technology, and lifelong learning opportunities.



Demographic Information

The demographic and economic data presented

in this chapter are primarily derived from the U.S.
Census Bureau, including the Decennial Census
and American Community Survey (ACS) 5-year
estimates. Because Moriarty and other communities
analyzed are relatively small, ACS estimates may have
higher margins of error, and differences between re-
ported values may occur due to sampling variability,
rounding, and differences between Census and ACS
data sources.

The City of Moriarty has experienced steady pop-
ulation growth over the past six decades. The city’s
population increased from 720 residents in 1960 to
1,946 residents in 2020, an overall gain of more than

170 percent. Growth was strongest between 1970 and
1980, when the population rose by more than 500
people, and again through the 1980s and 1990s as
Moriarty continued to expand as a regional service
and residential center.

Population growth began to slow after 2000, with
smaller but consistent increases recorded in each
subsequent decade. Between 2010 and 2020, the
population grew by only 36 residents, suggesting a
period of stabilization following several decades of
expansion. Overall, the data show a long-term trend
of growth that has gradually leveled in recent years.

Figure 3 compares population change for incorpo-
rated communities in Torrance County from 2000 to

Figure 2. City of Moriarty Historical Population 1960-2020
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2020. While each community has experienced unique
patterns of growth and decline, the chart highlights a
few consistent regional shifts over time.

Between 1960 and 1970, most communities in
Torrance County saw slight decreases or relatively
stable populations. The most significant population
growth occurred between 1970 and 1980, particularly
in Moriarty, where the population increased from
758 to 1,279 residents. This surge coincides with the
construction of I-40, which was completed through
the Moriarty area in the 1960s and 1970s, and con-
tributed to the city’s emergence as a regional hub for
transportation, services, and commerce.

From 1980 to 1990, populations across the county
remained relatively stable, with modest growth in
several municipalities. The next decade, between

1990 and 2000, marked another period of noticeable
population increase in nearly every incorporated
community in Torrance County, except Encino. This
growth coincides with the opening of the Torrance
County Detention Facility in 1990, which introduced
additional employment opportunities and economic
activity to the region.

After 2000, growth slowed across all communities,
with some, including Estancia, Mountainair, and
Encino, experiencing gradual population decline.
Moriarty, however, continued to see modest gains,
reaching nearly 2,000 residents by 2020 and solidify-
ing its position as the population and service center
of Torrance County.

Figure 3. City of Moriarty Population Change
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Figure 4. Housing Units in Comparison with Other Communities

Figure 4 compares housing unit changes from 2000
to 2020 for incorporated communities within Tor-
rance County. The data show that housing-unit totals
declined or remained relatively stable in most Tor-
rance County communities between 2000 and 2020,
while Moriarty experienced modest growth in both
its population and housing stock.

Moriarty increased from 1,738 residents in 2000 to
1,946 residents in 2020, while the number of hous-
ing units grew from 668 to 890. This reflects both
modest population gains and continued residential
development during a period when other communi-
ties in the county were contracting. Estancia saw its
population decrease from 1,584 residents in 2000 to
1,242 in 2020, while housing units declined slightly
from 487 to 481. Mountainair experienced a similar
pattern, with population dropping from 1,116 to 884
and housing units falling from 545 to 447. Willard
and Encino experienced the most significant propor-
tional declines. Willard’s population decreased from
240 to 201 residents, and Encino’s from 94 to just 51,
accompanied by substantial losses in total housing
units.

While housing stock in most communities decreased
slightly or remained stable, Moriarty’s housing
growth indicates ongoing investment and develop-
ment activity, reinforcing its role as the primary res-
idential and economic hub of Torrance County. The
overall trend across the county suggests continued
population concentration in Moriarty and gradual
decline in smaller municipalities, a pattern consistent
with regional consolidation observed throughout
rural New Mexico.

Figure 5 compares the median age of men and wom-
en in the City of Moriarty with the median ages for
New Mexico and the United States. The data show
that Moriarty has a notably younger population than
both the state and national averages. The median

age for males in Moriarty is 27.5 years, compared to
38.6 years in New Mexico and 38.1 years nationally.
The median age for females in Moriarty is 36.7 years,
compared to 41.1 years in New Mexico and 40.3
years in the United States.
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Figure 5. City of Moriarty Median Age (Men compared to Women)

This younger median age indicates that Moriarty’s
population includes a larger share of younger adults
and families relative to state and national trends. It
also indicates potential workforce capacity and high-
lights the importance of continued investment in
housing, employment opportunities, and community
amenities to retain younger residents.

Figures 6 and 7 show the distribution of age by sex

in the City of Moriarty for 2010 and 2020. The 2010
population pyramid displays a relatively balanced age
structure, with the largest shares of residents between
the ages of 5 and 19, and steady representation across
most working-age cohorts. This structure reflects a
community with a strong proportion of families and
school-age children, along with a stable adult popu-
lation.

By 2020, the population distribution shifted slight-
ly toward middle-aged and older adults. The 2020
pyramid shows moderate decreases in the younger
cohorts under age 20 and slight increases in the 55 to
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74 age range. While still generally balanced between
males and females, the wider representation in the
upper age categories suggests gradual population

aging.

Overall, the two charts illustrate that Moriarty’s pop-
ulation remains evenly distributed across most age
groups, though trends over the past decade point to
fewer children and more middle-aged and senior res-
idents. This shift is consistent with statewide demo-
graphic patterns of aging and stabilization observed
across New Mexico.

Figures 8 and 9 illustrate the racial and ethnic com-
position of the City of Moriarty, based on data from
the 2020 U.S. Census. The racial composition chart
shows that the city’s population is predominantly
White, representing 65 percent of residents. Res-
idents identifying as “Some Other Race” make up
14 percent, while those identifying as Two or More
Races account for 16 percent. Smaller racial groups
include American Indian and Alaska Native resi-



Figure 6. 2020 Moriarty Population Pyramid

Figure 7. 2010 Population Pyramid
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Figure 8. Racial Composition

*Yellow box indicates Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (2)

dents at 2 percent, Black or African American resi-
dents at 2 percent, Asian residents at 1 percent, and Figure 9. Ethnic Composition
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander residents
at less than 1 percent. The ethnic composition chart
shows that 58 percent of Moriarty residents identify
as not Hispanic or Latino, while 42 percent identi-

ty as Hispanic or Latino of any race. This indicates
that while a majority of residents do not identify

as Hispanic or Latino, a substantial portion of the
population represents Hispanic or Latino heritage,
reflecting the cultural diversity found throughout
central New Mexico.

Together, these charts illustrate that Moriarty has a

diverse population, with substantial representation
across multiple racial and ethnic groups.
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Population Forecast

To support long-range planning for the Comprehen-
sive Plan, the Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization prepared a population forecast for the City
of Moriarty through 2045. The forecast is informed
by U.S. Census Bureau data and University of New
Mexico Geospatial and Population Studies inputs and
uses two demographic approaches: a housing unit
method and a shift-share method. The housing unit
method estimates future population based on pro-
jected housing development, occupancy, and average
household size. This approach produced two growth
scenarios for Moriarty: a lower-growth scenario of
approximately 2,119 residents by 2045 and a high-
er-growth scenario of approximately 2,234 residents
by 2045. The shift-share method, which considers
Moriarty’s changing share of Torrance County’s
population in the context of projected countywide
population decline, produced a lower 2045 forecast of
approximately 1,868 residents.

Together, these scenarios suggest that Moriarty’s
future population is likely to remain relatively stable,
with modest growth possible depending on future
housing development, household size, occupancy;,
and broader countywide demographic trends. For
Comprehensive Plan purposes, the combined fore-
cast of 2,073 residents by 2045 is used as the baseline

Figure 10. Population Projections

planning assumption. This represents an increase of
approximately 127 residents from Moriarty’s 2020 de-
cennial census population of 1,946, or approximately
6.5 percent growth over 25 years.

The forecast also highlights important regional
context. Moriarty’s population increased modest-

ly between 2010 and 2020, while Torrance County

as a whole lost population. As a result, Moriarty’s
share of the county population increased over time.
Countywide trends also point to an aging population,
declining natural change, and long-term pressure on
the working-age population. While these countywide
trends should not be treated as Moriarty-specific age
projections, they are relevant to planning for housing,
services, infrastructure, and economic development
in the broader region.

Because the forecast scenarios produce different
results, the 2045 projection should be used as a
planning guide rather than a precise prediction. The
combined forecast provides a reasonable baseline for
evaluating future land use, housing, infrastructure,
public facilities, and service needs, while the full
scenario range should be considered when planning
for uncertainty.

The full technical memorandum, City of Moriarty
Population Forecast, is provided in Appendix C.
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CHAPTER

LAND

Introduction

Land use and zoning establish the foundation for
understanding how land within the City of Moriarty
is currently developed, how it is regulated, and how

it can evolve to meet future community goals. Land
use patterns influence every aspect of community
life, including housing, transportation, infrastructure,
public facilities and services, economic development,
and environmental quality. In turn, zoning serves as
the primary legal mechanism for implementing the
City’s Comprehensive Plan, translating the commu-
nity’s long-range vision into regulatory standards that
guide development form, intensity, and compatibility.

The purpose of this chapter is to analyze existing
conditions, identify where current land uses align

or conflict with zoning designations, and provide a
framework for future land use decisions that balance
growth, efficiency, and community character. This
analysis also provides the technical foundation for
the Future Land Use Map and related Goals and Ob-
jectives later in this Plan.
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Through the community survey and public engage-
ment process, residents consistently expressed a
desire to balance growth and development with the
preservation of Moriarty’s small-town atmosphere
and character. Respondents emphasized the impor-
tance of promoting clean, well-kept neighborhoods,
improving the appearance of Route 66, and ensur-
ing that future development enhances rather than
detracts from the city’s established identity. These
community values form the foundation for the land
use and zoning strategies presented in this chapter.

Context and Planning Framework
Moriarty’s land use pattern reflects its rural cross-
roads origins and continued role as a service hub for
Torrance County and I-40 travelers. Commercial
activity is concentrated along I-40, Route 66, and NM
41, creating a linear corridor pattern with a mix of re-
tail, service, and limited residential uses. Residential
neighborhoods extend outward from these corridors,
while key community facilities such as City Hall, the
library, Moriarty City Park, and Crossley Park are
clustered near the city center. Large undeveloped
tracts within city limits provide opportunities for
infill and future growth, but new development should
remain compatible with Moriarty’s existing commu-
nity character.



The Relationship Between Land Use

and Zoning

Although the terms land use and zoning are often
used interchangeably, they represent distinct but
complementary concepts. Land use describes what is
on the ground today and how parcels of land are be-
ing used for housing, commercial goods and services,
industry, agriculture, public facilities, or open space.
Zoning defines what is legally permitted on each
parcel according to the City’s Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance. Zoning regulations establish allowable
uses, building heights, densities, setbacks, and other
development standards that shape the built environ-
ment.

Over time, zoning may evolve to reflect shifts in
community priorities, infrastructure capacity, or
market conditions. Conversely, existing land uses
may not always match current zoning, particularly
in cities like Moriarty, where older residential neigh-
borhoods, highway commercial corridors, and large
undeveloped tracts coexist within municipal limits.
Differences between existing land use and zoning
designations are common and do not necessarily

Figure 11. Land Use Inventory

indicate an error. Over time, changes in popula-
tion, infrastructure, and economic trends can make
existing zoning standards less aligned with current
needs. Periodic review of the Comprehensive Zoning
Ordinance, which is recommended every five to ten
years in partnership with the Comprehensive Plan,
helps realign regulations with community goals. Un-
derstanding where and why these mismatches occur
is key to identifying development opportunities and
updating the City’s zoning code to achieve consisten-
cy with the Comprehensive Plan.

Existing Conditions: Land Use

Moriarty encompasses approximately 3,696 acres
within its municipal boundaries. Land use in the

city reflects a blend of small-town residential devel-
opment, highway-oriented commerce, community
facilities, airport-related land, and large areas of
undeveloped land. The city’s structure is shaped by

its historic crossroads location and the intersection of
Route 66, I-40, and NM 41, which together define the
city’s primary transportation corridors.
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Figure 12. Existing Land Use Map



While Moriarty’s total land area provides significant
capacity for future growth, current development
remains concentrated in a compact footprint cen-
tered on Route 66, NM 41, and adjoining residential
neighborhoods. The remainder of the city consists
primarily of vacant or lightly developed parcels, clas-
sified in the land use inventory as Urban Vacant and
Rangeland. Together, these categories represent the
city’s largest land reserve and greatest opportunity
for infill, reuse, or planned expansion.

Table 1 summarizes the city’s existing land use by
major category. Percentages are calculated from the
total incorporated area of approximately 3,696 acres.
Because percentages are rounded for readability,
subtotals discussed in the narrative may not add
precisely to 100 percent. Similar land use categories
have been combined in the table where appropriate
to simplify presentation and improve readability.

Residential Uses

Residential land occupies approximately eight per-
cent of Moriarty’s total area and is predominantly
low-density residential development. The land use
inventory identifies 301 acres of Low-Density Resi-
dential land and 4 acres of Multifamily Residential
land, with multifamily housing accounting for less
than one percent of the city’s total land area.

Residential neighborhoods are generally located on
both sides of Route 66 and extend east and west of
NM 41, near the city’s schools, civic facilities, and
supporting infrastructure. Allowing a wider range of
housing types could provide more options for local
workers, older adults, and smaller households while
fitting within the scale and character of existing
neighborhoods. See the Housing Chapter for addi-
tional discussion of housing needs and opportuni-
ties.

Residents frequently noted the need for more diverse
and affordable housing options, including small
single-family homes, townhomes, and small-scale
multifamily housing, while preserving the quiet
character of existing neighborhoods. Concerns about
vacant or poorly maintained lots also reinforce the
importance of code enforcement, property mainte-
nance, and context-sensitive infill development.

Table 1. Land Use Categories

Parcels Acres Percent of City

Land Use Category

Low Density Residential 760 301 8%
Multifamily Residential 6 4 0%
Commercial Retail 147 235 6%
Commercial Services 36 71 2%
Office 9 6 0%
Industrial 9 18 0%
Medical 1 1 0%
School / Educational 6 135 4%
Airport 2 613 17%
Parking / Transportation 3 3 0%
Agriculture 11 94 3%
Rangeland (Vacant Land) 52 1321 36%
Park / Recreation 4 38 1%
Urban Vacant 646 696 19%
Utilities / Infrastructure 6 27 1%
Community Services 22 55 1%
Mixed Use 1 1 0%
Warehouse 11 17 0%
Total 2,732 3696 100%

Commercial, Employment, and Airport-Related

Uses

Commercial retail and commercial service uses oc-
cupy approximately 306 acres, or about eight percent
of the city’s total land area. These uses are concen-
trated primarily along Route 66, NM 41, and near
the I-40 interchanges. The Route 66 corridor forms
Moriarty’s primary commercial spine and includes
highway-oriented businesses, auto services, motels,
restaurants, and local retail uses.

Other employment-related land uses, including
office, industrial, medical, warehouse, and mixed-
use categories, occupy a much smaller share of the
city’s land area, totaling approximately 43 acres, or
about one percent of the city. Industrial and ware-
house uses are generally located near the airport and
business park, where access to major transportation
routes supports light industrial, aviation-related, and
service-oriented activities.

The Moriarty Municipal Airport is one of the city’s
largest individual land use categories, occupying
approximately 613 acres, or 17 percent of Moriarty’s
total land area. The airport and surrounding business
park represent an important long-term economic de-
velopment asset and distinguish Moriarty from many
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Aircraft at the Moriarty Municipal Airport

other small communities in the region.

Survey participants identified revitalization of the
Route 66 corridor as one of the community’s top pri-
orities. Many residents called for aesthetic improve-
ments, facade upgrades, reuse of vacant or underuti-
lized properties, and new businesses that attract
both travelers and local residents. There is strong
overall public support for small, locally owned retail
and dining establishments that reinforce Moriarty’s
historic Route 66 identity. Some residents also noted
a need for larger regional or chain stores, which they
currently travel to Edgewood or Albuquerque to
access.

Public and Institutional Uses

School, educational, and community service uses
comprise approximately 190 acres, or about five
percent of the city’s land area. These uses include
schools, government facilities, and community-serv-
ing amenities such as City Hall, the library, and other
public or civic facilities. These uses are primarily
located near the center of Moriarty and along the
city’s major corridors, helping form the civic heart of
the community.

Utilities and infrastructure uses account for an
additional 27 acres, or about one percent of the city.
These facilities support the city’s water, wastewater,
transportation, and public service systems. Fu-

ture residential or commercial growth may require
expanded infrastructure capacity and continued
coordination between land use planning, capital
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improvements, and utility service planning.

Parks, Open Space, and Recreation

Park and recreation uses total approximately 38
acres, or about one percent of Moriarty’s incorporat-
ed area. Existing parks provide important recreation
and gathering spaces for residents, but parkland
represents a relatively small share of total land area.

During the survey and community engagement pro-
cess, residents expressed support for improving exist-
ing park facilities through maintenance, renovation,
and additional amenities rather than prioritizing the
creation of new parks. Residents also expressed inter-
est in additional walking trails, shaded areas, and
park improvements, particularly if residential growth
occurs in the future.

Agricultural, Rangeland, and Vacant Lands

A majority of Moriarty’s land area is classified as
rangeland or vacant. Rangeland accounts for approx-
imately 1,321 acres, or 36 percent of the city, while
Urban Vacant land accounts for approximately 696
acres, or 19 percent. Combined, these two categories
total approximately 2,017 acres, or 55 percent of the
city’s incorporated area. Agriculture accounts for an
additional 94 acres, or about three percent of the city.

In the land use inventory, “Rangeland” generally
refers to large undeveloped parcels that are not clas-
sified as active urban development. Within Moriarty,
many of these areas function as vacant or lightly
developed land rather than intensively used agricul-



tural land. These large undeveloped parcels provide
significant opportunities for future residential, com-
mercial, mixed-use, or employment-related develop-
ment within existing municipal boundaries. At the
same time, the size and distribution of these unde-
veloped areas create challenges for infrastructure
extension, service delivery, and compatibility with
surrounding uses. The City’s zoning designations for
many of these lands anticipate eventual development,
but future growth will require coordinated planning,
infrastructure investment, and careful attention to
neighborhood character, water availability, and trans-
portation access.

Summary

Development in Moriarty primarily follows the
alignment of Route 66 and NM 41. Residential
neighborhoods cluster near existing schools and
civic facilities, forming compact developed areas sur-
rounded by large undeveloped tracts. Commercial
and service uses are highly linear, concentrated along

Vacant Land in Moriarty Located South of Route 66

major corridors with limited depth behind frontage
parcels. The airport and adjacent business park form
a major land use and economic development asset,
while extensive vacant and rangeland areas within
city limits provide long-term growth capacity with-
out requiring annexation.

Overall, Moriarty’s land use pattern is character-
ized by relatively compact developed areas within a
broader landscape of vacant and lightly developed
land. This configuration offers both flexibility and
opportunity because the City can accommodate
substantial growth within its existing boundaries.
However, that growth will need to be guided care-
fully to maintain neighborhood integrity, support
efficient service delivery, protect water resources, and
preserve the community’s small-town character. The
following sections examine how existing land uses
relate to zoning designations and what that relation-
ship implies for future planning and policy.
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Existing Conditions: Zoning

Zoning is the City’s primary regulatory tool for
managing land use, development intensity, and
compatibility among different activities. Moriarty’s
zoning framework establishes the range of permitted
uses, densities, and development standards that help
implement the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. The
City’s zoning map includes nine distinct districts that
collectively define residential, commercial, industrial,
agricultural, and special-use areas.

The zoning framework provides the basis for review-
ing subdivision activity, site development, redevelop-
ment, business expansion, housing options, and the
placement of public facilities. As Moriarty considers
future growth, zoning will remain an important tool
for balancing private development interests with
infrastructure capacity, neighborhood character,
economic development goals, and public health and
safety.

The current zoning pattern reflects a combination
of historic development along major transportation
corridors, anticipated future residential growth, and
special-purpose districts such as the Master Planned
Development (MPD) and Special Use (S-U) zones.
Table 2 summarizes the distribution of zoning dis-
tricts by acreage and parcel count.

Residential Zoning Districts (R-1, R-2, R-3)
Residential zoning districts collectively occupy
roughly 15 percent of Moriarty’s total area. The

R-1 district, which allows single-family homes on
standard lots, represents the majority of developed
neighborhoods. These areas are concentrated east
and west of NM 41, particularly around Moriarty El-
ementary School and Moriarty High School, extend-
ing toward the city’s western boundary and south of
Route 66. A smaller pocket of R-1 zoning also occurs
north of Route 66 in older residential blocks south of
I-40.

The R-2 district allows smaller lots and slightly high-
er density and is generally located south of Route
66, intermixed with R-1 zones. These areas provide
transitional housing density near established neigh-
borhoods and potential infill opportunities adjacent
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to utilities and paved streets. The R-3 district allows
manufactured and mobile homes on individual lots
or within mobile home parks. These zones are scat-
tered throughout the city, with notable concentra-
tions south of Route 66 near the residential core and
smaller pockets north of Route 66 along secondary
streets. R-3 areas contribute to the city’s supply of rel-
atively lower-cost housing and may provide opportu-
nities for more affordable residential options.

Table 2. Zoning Categories

Zoning District Count Acres

A-R 13 254
C-1 644 238
C-2 428 685
M-1 74 127
MPD 25 888
R-1 1,368 391
R-2 314 84

R-3 464 68

S-U 54 888

Residential zoning is geographically concentrated
near existing services, schools, and transportation
infrastructure, but much of the city’s residential land
remains zoned for single-family development. En-
couraging infill in the R-2 and R-3 districts could di-
versify housing options and make more efficient use
of existing infrastructure. Residents also expressed
support for expanding the supply and availability of
housing types while protecting established neigh-
borhoods from incompatible land uses and ensuring
that new housing fits the city’s scale and character.
There is also community interest in improving con-
ditions in mobile home areas through maintenance,
design, landscaping, and infrastructure investment.



Figure 13. Existing Zoning Map



Signage for the Moriarty Business Park
Commercial Zoning Districts (C-1, C-2)
Commercial zoning covers about 26 percent of Mori-
arty’s area and generally follows the city’s historic
development corridors. The C-1 district provides
smaller, neighborhood-scale retail and service uses
that support local businesses, residents, and travelers.
It is generally located along the central portion of
Route 66 and NM 41. Some C-1 areas also contain
single-family homes or mobile homes, reflecting the
mixed-use character of older corridor areas.

The C-2 district allows higher-intensity commercial
uses and dominates the western portion of the Route
66 corridor, with additional concentrations along
east Route 66 and near the I-40 interchanges. Par-
cels in this district are typically larger and oriented
toward auto-oriented retail, motels, service stations,
and other highway-serving businesses. Some C-2
parcels currently contain single-family homes or
vacant lots, illustrating a disconnect between zoning
capacity and existing use.

Together, the C-1 and C-2 districts provide substan-
tial capacity for commercial growth and redevelop-
ment, particularly along Route 66. As reinvestment
occurs, the City may consider design standards,
buffering, and access management tools to improve
corridor appearance and manage transitions between
residential and commercial properties.
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Industrial Zoning (M-1)

The M-1 Manufacturing and Industrial District
encompasses approximately 127 acres (3%). The
M-1 Zone is primarily concentrated along the east-
ern edge of the city, in the existing business park,
north of the Moriarty Municipal Airport, and in the
south-central area of Moriarty, along the eastern side
of NM 41.

These areas provide the city’s core manufacturing
and industrial base and are strategically positioned
for regional connectivity. The City also owns a
number of parcels zoned M-1 (in the Business Park),
which is an asset for future economic development.
Ensuring adequate infrastructure and protecting
industrial land from incompatible encroachment will
be important for long-term economic growth.

Agricultural Residential (A-R)

The A-R Agricultural Residential District covers
about 254 acres (7%), primarily located along the
outer edges of the city, particularly to the southwest
and southeast. This district allows a mix of low-den-
sity residential use and small-scale agricultural
activity.

These areas serve as transition zones between the
city’s developed neighborhoods and unincorporated
county lands. While some parcels remain vacant,
others contain rural residential lots that maintain
Moriarty’s open landscape and buffer more intensive
uses.
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Master Planned Development (MPD)

The MPD District represents approximately 25
percent of Moriarty’s land area and includes large
undeveloped tracts intended for coordinated resi-
dential, commercial, and mixed-use development.
MPD areas are located primarily in northern and
western Moriarty and represent some of the city’s
most significant long-term growth areas.

Three large master-planned communities have been
approved and adopted by the City: the King Ranch
Master Plan, the Mountain View Park Master Plan,
and the Tillery Plan. As of 2026, none of these areas
has developed in a manner consistent with the scale
or form envisioned in the original plans. These areas
continue to represent important long-term growth
opportunities, but the age of the plans and limited
progress toward implementation indicate a need for
review.

Updating or reaffirming each plan would help
determine whether the original land use concepts,
infrastructure requirements, phasing strategies, and
development expectations remain appropriate under
current conditions. This review should consider
water availability, infrastructure capacity, housing
demand, transportation access, market feasibility,
and consistency with the goals of this Comprehen-
sive Plan.

Special Use District (S-U)

The S-U Special Use District, totaling roughly 888
acres or 25 percent of the land, encompasses major
public, institutional, and utility facilities. The S-U

Special Use Zone provides a mechanism for site-spe-
cific zoning when a proposed development requires
individualized review due to its scale, nature, or
potential impacts. Rather than applying uniform
district standards, the S-U designation is tied to a
specific approved use and an accompanying site
development plan. The City may impose conditions
to ensure compatibility with surrounding prop-
erties, consistency with the Comprehensive Plan,
and protection of public health, safety, and welfare.
The approved site development plan establishes the
governing framework for the lot, including layout,
density, setbacks, height, access, parking, drainage,
utilities, and other design elements, ensuring that
development proceeds in accordance with the condi-
tions established at the time of approval.

S-U zoning allows flexibility for uses that do not fit
within conventional categories. Because the district
covers diverse facilities, future updates to the zoning
code could refine sub-areas or overlay designations
to more clearly distinguish institutional, transporta-
tion, and utility uses.

( )

S-U areas include:

* The Moriarty Municipal Airport and its
runways, southeast of the city center

* The school complex south of Route 66

» The City Hall, library, and public works
sites near central Moriarty

 Utility infrastructure and currently vacant
parcels
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Overall Zoning Pattern
Moriarty’s zoning pattern mirrors its physical geog-
raphy and transportation framework.

Zoning Pattern:

e Residential districts cluster both north
and south of Route 66, along with east
and west of NM 41

» Commercial zoning follows the Route 66
corridor and key intersections, forming
the economic backbone of the commu-
nity

* Industrial and special-use districts are
concentrated around the airport and

east-side business park, leveraging
access to 1-40

 MPD and A-R zones occupy the city’s
fringe areas, providing large tracts for
future, master-planned growth.

\. J

This configuration allows substantial development
flexibility within existing city limits. However, the
predominance of underdeveloped commercial and
MPD land emphasizes the importance of strategic
infrastructure planning, zoning code updates, and
master plan updates to ensure consistency with com-
munity goals.

Land Use and Zoning Alignment
Moriarty’s existing land use and zoning maps share
a consistent overall pattern, both shaped by the city’s
development pattern, with its mix of residential
neighborhoods, commercial, and institutional uses.
At the same time, differences between the two reveal
how the City’s zoning framework often anticipates
future growth or reflects historic land use patterns
that have evolved over time. These relationships
highlight how Moriarty’s built form, zoning regula-
tions, and community vision intersect, and where re-
finements could improve alignment between current
conditions and desired outcomes.

Areas of Strong Alignment
Zoning and land use correspond closely within
Moriarty’s established neighborhoods, which re-
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main the foundation of the city’s built environment.
Low-density residential areas align well with R-1
Conventional Residential zoning south and west of
NM 41 and in older neighborhoods north of Route
66. Similarly, R-3 Mobile Home Residential zoning
matches existing manufactured housing areas, par-
ticularly south of Route 66 and west of NM 41. These
districts function as stable and predictable residential
environments, reflecting the City’s commitment to
maintaining neighborhood integrity while accom-
modating a range of housing types that meet com-
munity needs.

Strong alignment also exists around the Moriarty
Municipal Airport and the business park, where land
used for aviation, warehousing, and light manufac-
turing corresponds directly with M-1 Manufactur-
ing/Industrial and S-U Special Use zone districts

in this area. These areas are strategically located

for access to I-40 and are sufficiently buffered from
residential neighborhoods, supporting the City’s goal
of fostering economic development in transportation
and logistics sectors.

Public and institutional uses including schools, City
Hall, the library, parks, and utilities also exhibit a
close match between existing use and zoning. Most
of these facilities are located in a S-U Special Use dis-
trict, which provides the flexibility necessary to ac-
commodate diverse civic and community functions
while maintaining compatibility with surrounding
land uses.

Signage for the Moriarty City Complex Area



Areas of Partial or Limited Alignment

The most visible difference between land use and
zoning occurs along Route 66, Moriarty’s central
commercial corridor and a cultural landmark. Much
of the corridor is zoned C-2 Heavy Commercial,
intended to support larger-scale retail, service, and
automotive-oriented businesses that generate higher
traffic volumes or require outdoor storage. How-
ever, the land use inventory reveals a patchwork

of low-density residential dwellings, small locally
owned businesses, converted homes, and vacant
parcels. Many of these homes predate the heavy
commercial zoning. This creates a corridor that is at
once eclectic and fragmented, functioning as a com-
mercial strip, a residential street, and underutilized
frontage.

Residents consistently identified Route 66 as both a
source of pride and an area in need of reinvestment.
Survey participants called for improved appearance
through landscaping, facade upgrades, and enforce-
ment of property-maintenance standards, along with
support for locally owned businesses that reflect the
city’s identity. Many residents expressed a strong
preference for mixed-use redevelopment (the blend-
ing of small-scale retail, restaurants, and housing) to
revitalize the corridor and make it more attractive
and walkable. This community sentiment suggests
that the current zoning along Route 66 allows for
heavy commercial uses, future success depends on
embracing flexibility and design options that are
compatible with Moriarty’s character.

The contrast between zoning and land use along
Route 66 underscores the need for a more adaptable
approach. Establishing a Route 66 mixed-use over-
lay could create opportunities for residential and
commercial coexistence while guiding reinvestment
toward a cohesive corridor identity that celebrates
Moriarty’s Route 66 heritage.

Outside the corridor, other areas of limited align-
ment occur within the Master Planned Development
(MPD) and Special Use (S-U) districts, which oc-
cupy large portions of the city’s northern, western,
and eastern limits. These tracts are largely vacant or
coded as rangeland in the land use inventory. The
MPD zoning anticipates phased, primarily residen-
tial neighborhoods with some mixed uses, which will

require coordinated development if or when infra-
structure and market demand support it.

Similarly, land zoned Agricultural Residential (A-

R) at the city’s outer edges serves as a transitional
zone between urban and rural conditions. Although
some of this land remains vacant, it represents future
opportunities for low-density residential or rural
mixed-use development that maintains Moriarty’s
open landscape character while accommodating
gradual growth.

Residential Uses in Close Proximity to Heavy Commercial Uses

Planning Implications

Moriarty’s land use and zoning context, together
with community input, offers a strong foundation
for guiding future growth in a thoughtful and con-
text-sensitive manner. The existing development pat-
tern consists of compact residential and commercial
areas surrounded by large tracts of vacant or lightly
developed land. This pattern offers considerable
flexibility but also requires thoughtful planning to
ensure that new development supports community
values, enhances the city’s appearance, and uses pub-
lic infrastructure efficiently. Understanding where
land uses align or diverge from zoning designations
is essential to this effort. It helps the City identify
where changes may be needed to encourage desired
development types, protect neighborhood character,
and unlock investment opportunities.
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Community input consistently emphasized the
importance of reinvestment along Route 66. Resi-
dents identified the corridor as central to Moriarty’s
identity but expressed concern about inconsistent
building conditions, vacant parcels, and visual
clutter. Rather than restating existing zoning con-
ditions, the key implication is the need for targeted
corridor tools. Establishing a mixed-use or design
overlay, strengthening signage and landscaping
standards, and supporting facade improvements
would better align corridor regulations with com-
munity aspirations.

The analysis of existing land uses also highlighted
the importance of strengthening property main-
tenance citywide. Vacant lots, poorly maintained
structures, and inconsistent adherence to nuisance
regulations were identified during the community
engagement process as long-standing concerns that
negatively affect community appearance. These
issues, particularly in visible commercial corridors
and established neighborhoods, can discourage in-
vestment and contribute to a perception of decline.
Increased staffing capacity for code enforcement,
clear and consistent standards, and consistent day-
to-day implementation of regulations would help
the City begin to address these concerns.

The City’s extensive inventory of vacant and un-
derutilized parcels creates additional planning
considerations. While this land represents long-
term development capacity, much of it lacks sup-
porting infrastructure or is located on the edges of
developed areas. Scattered development in these
locations would be costly to serve and may not
align with community preferences. Prioritizing in-
fill development within already developed portions
of the city, particularly areas with existing utilities,
sidewalks, and streets, is both a fiscally responsible
strategy and a community preference. Residents
expressed strong interest in investment within

the existing urban footprint, including adaptive
reuse of vacant commercial buildings, small-scale
mixed-use projects, and a broader range of housing
options that fit within the scale of existing neigh-
borhoods. These preferences reinforce the need
for zoning tools that support mixed-use flexibility,
missing-middle housing, and context-sensitive
commercial development.
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Compatibility between residential and nonresiden-
tial uses is another important planning consider-
ation. In several areas, industrial zoning directly
abuts established neighborhoods. This proximity
creates potential conflicts related to noise, lighting,
truck traffic, and visual impacts. The community’s
feedback indicates a desire to reduce these conflicts
without limiting opportunities for industrial job
growth. To address this, the City could incorporate
improved buffering requirements, more defined
standards for how businesses operate and impact
surrounding properties, screening of outdoor
storage, and site design that fits the character of the
surrounding area into future zoning and develop-
ment review processes. These measures will help
ensure that industrial uses remain functional and
economically productive while also respecting the
quality of life in adjacent neighborhoods.

Moriarty’s zoning ordinance already contains the
capacity to support many of these goals, but devel-
opment patterns have not always kept pace with
what zoning allows. This underscores the need to
align established zoning with desired land uses
and available infrastructure. Updating zoning
regulations to encourage more flexible mixed-use
patterns, pedestrian-friendly design, and a broad-
er range of housing choices would help fulfill the
community’s vision while maintaining a predictable
development environment.

Together, the land use analysis and public input
point to a clear planning direction: Moriarty should
prioritize reinvestment in existing corridors, espe-
cially Route 66, through targeted zoning updates,
stronger code enforcement, infill development,

and coordination with Torrance County. Future
growth should be directed to areas with exist-

ing infrastructure, while zoning revisions should
support walkability, human-scale development,

and resident-supported mixed-use environments.
Improved buffering and performance standards can
help maintain compatibility between industrial and
residential uses, and long-term MPD development
should be phased in close coordination with the
Planning Department to ensure compliant, coher-
ent, and cost-effective growth.



Preferred Development Scenario

The Preferred Development Scenario establishes a
long-term vision for how Moriarty should grow and
redevelop over a long-range timeframe (20 years

or more). This scenario builds on the land use and
zoning analyses, community feedback, and regional
planning goals to identify how the city can guide
growth efficiently while maintaining its small-town
character, economic vitality, and distinctive Route 66
identity.

The Future Land Use Map translates this vision into
spatial form. It provides a policy guide (not a regu-
latory map) showing where different land uses are
most appropriate as Moriarty continues to develop.
The map reflects both existing conditions and the
community’s aspirations for reinvestment, infill, and
balanced growth.

The Future Land Use Map was created from the
existing land use data layer, reclassified to reflect de-
sired future conditions within each category. While
no annexation is proposed, this map assumes grad-
ual infill and redevelopment of vacant areas within
the current city boundary, as well as the buildout of
designated Master Planned Development (MPD)
tracts.

Guiding Principles

The Preferred Development Scenario rests on six
guiding principles that capture the community’s
vision for future growth and development. These six
guiding principles are visualized below:
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Figure 14. Future Land Use Map



LAND USE
GOALS AND STRATEGIES

G .

Ensure appropriate locations for all land use activities

1. Maintain an effective Comprehensive Plan by reviewing and updating policies and
strategies every 5 to 10 years to align with community needs and development
goals.

2. Ensure effective zoning ordinances by reviewing and updating the Comprehensive
Zoning Ordinance on a 5 to 10-year cycle following updates to the Comprehensive
Plan.

3. Protect the integrity of established residential neighborhoods through the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.

4. Encourage infill development in areas with existing infrastructure by allowing a mix
of low-intensity residential and light commercial uses.

5. Encourage airport-related industries to locate near the airport through coordination
with Torrance County.

6. Limit residential development near the airport through coordination with Torrance
County.

7. Establish a Memorandum of Understanding with Santa Fe and Torrance Counties
to coordinate on development near city limits.

8. Review and update the City’s adopted master-planned community plans, including
the King Ranch Master Plan, Mountain View Park Master Plan, and Tillery Plan,
to determine whether their land use assumptions, infrastructure needs, phasing
strategies, and development concepts remain consistent with current conditions,
community priorities, water availability, and long-term growth objectives.

G .

Maintain the appearance of a clean and scenic community
1. Ensure consistent enforcement of land use regulations through the establishment
and maintenance of a permanent Code Enforcement office with dedicated, ongoing
staff.
2. Create a publicly-available Unified Code of Ordinances that includes the
Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.
3. Continually update and enforce the Nuisance Ordinance every 5 years.
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HOUSING

Introduction

The purpose of the Housing Chapter is to identify
existing and future housing needs within the City
of Moriarty. Current housing needs are assessed
through data collection and analysis, field observa-
tion, and direct community input gathered through
the steering committee, public survey, and outreach
workshops. Future housing needs are informed by
projected demographic trends, regional economic
shifts, and anticipated development patterns within
and around Moriarty.

Community input during the Comprehensive Plan
engagement process emphasized a desire for a wider
range of housing options in Moriarty, particularly
attainable and affordable housing and smaller-scale
housing types, including casitas and other compact
forms. Residents expressed concern about the limited
availability of housing for young families, seniors,
and workforce populations, as well as interest in
housing types that reflect Moriarty’s character while
accommodating changing household needs
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Housing plays a vital role in shaping the quality, sta-
bility, and long-term growth of a community. Ensur-
ing that Moriarty provides a range of safe, well-main-
tained, and affordable housing options for residents
at all income levels is essential to sustaining a strong
and vibrant community now and into the future.
This chapter seeks to guide local decision-making
and investment to meet those goals, supporting both
current residents and future generations who choose
to call Moriarty home.

The housing and demographic data presented in this
chapter are derived primarily from the U.S. Census
Bureau, including the Decennial Census and Amer-
ican Community Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates.
Because Moriarty is a relatively small community,
ACS estimates may carry higher margins of error.
Minor variations between reported figures may occur
due to sampling variability, rounding, or differences
between Census and ACS data sources.
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Duplex—Sfylé HousTrTg in Moriarty

Existing Conditions

Residences in the City of Moriarty are primarily
concentrated within the R-1, R-2, and R-3 Residen-
tial Zoning Districts, which are spread throughout
the city and form the core of Moriarty’s single-family
neighborhoods. Residential areas feature a range

of lot sizes, from large to small, while maintaining

a low-density, low-intensity rural character that is
valued by the community.

The R-1 zone district establishes standards and uses
for the development of residential neighborhoods
comprised of single-family homes. Development
density is limited to one dwelling unit per lot, with

a minimum lot size of 7,000 square feet in area. In
addition to R-1 areas, single-family homes and some
multifamily housing options are found in R-2 Clus-
ter Residential areas. The R-2 zone accommodates
higher density residential development and limited
commercial and institutional uses in areas served by
public water and sewer services. Multiple dwelling
units are allowed and may include apartments and

townhouses. The R-3 Mobile Home Residential zones

provide additional housing options for residents
living in mobile or manufactured homes, contribut-
ing to a more diverse and affordable housing stock.
Residences also exist within the C-1 Light Commer-
cial zone, particularly north of Route 66 near I-40,
reflecting a mix of uses in this area.

Community input during the Comprehensive Plan
engagement process indicated a strong desire for
more housing, particularly affordable housing and a
variety of housing types, including casitas and small-
er, more affordable “starter homes.” Other housing
options such as tiny homes, condominiums, barn-

dominiums, and multifamily housing (apartments)
were noted by some in the community as needed and
desired options. Some residents also noted a desire to
improve existing housing conditions through repair
and rehabilitation programs, reflecting interest in
preserving neighborhood quality and keeping homes
safe, efficient, and affordable for current and future
generations. Meeting these needs will require careful
planning, coordination among local and regional
stakeholders, and revisions to Moriarty’s zoning code
to allow for smaller-scale, diverse housing options
while ensuring that development aligns with avail-
able infrastructure and preserves the city’s small-
town character.

Moriarty’s Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance cur-
rently provides the framework to regulate residential
density and land use; updating these regulations will
be important to support safe, adequate, and afford-
able housing options for current and future residents.

MRCOG Staff Gathering Input on Housing Objectives During
Workshop

35



Housing Characteristics

From 2010 to 2020, the City of Moriarty experi-
enced a slight decrease of two housing units, from
892 to 890 (Figure 15). During that ten-year period,
the number of occupied units rose from 750 to 789,
while vacant units fell from 142 to 101. The vacancy
rate dropped from 15.9 percent to 11.3 percent, sug-
gesting a tightening housing market, and reflecting
community concerns around housing affordability
and availability.

Figure 15. Housing Units

Average household size declined from 3.0 persons
in 2010 to 2.69 persons in 2020 (Table 3). This trend
reflects smaller household sizes over time and may
be influenced by shifts in age structure, household
formation, and housing availability.

Figure 16. Housing Stock Type
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According to the 2023 American Community Survey
(ACS) five-year estimates, approximately 49.6 per-
cent of Moriarty’s homes are single-family detached
units, 8.0 percent are multifamily, and 39.7 percent
are mobile or manufactured homes (Figure 16). The
remaining 2.7 percent are classified as “boat, RV, van,
etc” housing units.

Moriarty’s proportion of manufactured housing is
significantly higher than the statewide average of
15.8 percent and somewhat lower than Torrance
County’s 44.7 percent. This indicates that manu-
factured homes are an important component of the
city’s affordable housing stock. Public input suggests
these units provide vital low-cost housing options,
though age and maintenance issues are common.

Table 3. Household Size

Household Size 2010 2020

Moriarty 3 2.69
Estancia 255 259
Mountainair 222 233

The age distribution of Moriarty’s housing reveals
that many homes were constructed between 1970
and 1999 (Figure 17). Approximately 20 percent of
units were built in the 1970s, 26 percent in the 1980s,
and 21 percent in the 1990s. About 14 percent were
built between 2000 and 2009, and only 5 percent
have been built since 2010. Roughly 14 percent of the
housing stock predates 1970.

These figures illustrate relatively limited recent con-
struction and an aging housing inventory. Through-
out the community input process, residents ex-
pressed concern about the condition of older homes
and a need for additional residential development
and rehabilitation.



Figure 17. Housing Stock Age Challenges and Opportunities
Moriarty’s housing conditions reveal both persistent
challenges and promising opportunities for the com-
munity’s future. Moriarty’s housing stock is aging,
with many homes built before 2000 and limited new
construction in recent decades. This has resulted
in growing maintenance and rehabilitation needs,
particularly among older manufactured homes and
single-family residences. Many residents expressed
concern about the cost of repairs and upkeep, noting
that distressed properties are present throughout the
city. Addressing these needs will be critical to main-
taining the quality, safety, and livability of existing

neighborhoods.
According to the 2023 ACS five-year estimates,
approximately 58.9 percent of Moriarty’s occupied
housing units are owner-occupied, while 41.1 per-
cent are renter-occupied (Tables 4 and 5). This ratio
is similar to state and national averages and indi-
cates a relatively balanced mix of homeownership
and rental occupancy. However, limited multifamily
stock suggests that rental choices may be concentrat-
ed among single-family and manufactured homes
rather than multi-family housing options such as
townhomes/condominiums or apartments.
Table 4. Owner- and Renter-Occupied Dilapidated Housing Stock
TOtals , : Affordability remains another central challenge.
Location SUUCIROV DI CIRONTIEE W hile home prices in Moriarty are sienificantly low-
prices oriarty are significantly low
Moriarty 426 297 er than state and national averages, modest house-
New Mexico 572,064 252,957 hold incomes and limited local employment oppor-
United States 82,892,037 44,590,828 tunities reduce overall purchasing power. Residents
often emphasized that affordability is less about the
Table 5. Owner- and Renter-Occupied cost of housing itself and more about the economic
Percentages realities of household income and job access. These

Location R e I L e el factors, combined with a declining vacancy rate,
Moriarty 58.9% 41.1% contribute to a perception that housing options,

New Mexico 69.3% 30.7% particularly for young families, seniors, and the local

; workforce, are limited.
United States 65% 35%

At the same time, these conditions create clear op-
portunities. Moriarty’s comparatively low land and

Table 6. Median Home Value housing costs, combined with available land along

Location Median Home Value key corridors and within city limits, position the city
Moriarty $106,600 to attract new residential development that can di-
New Mexico $232,200 versify housing choices. Updating zoning regulations
United States $303,400 to allow a broader range of lower-density housing
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types such as accessory dwelling units (casitas),
small-lot single-family homes, barndominiums,
townhomes, and modest-scale multifamily housing
can expand attainable options while preserving the
city’s small-town character.

There is also an opportunity to reinvest in existing
neighborhoods through rehabilitation programs,
energy-efficiency upgrades, and partnerships with
housing organizations. These efforts can enhance
long-term affordability by reducing utility and main-
tenance costs for homeowners and renters alike. Fi-
nally, coordination with regional partners, including
Torrance County, Housing New Mexico, and nearby
municipalities, will strengthen Moriarty’s ability to
implement comprehensive housing strategies and
pursue funding for affordable housing initiatives.

These challenges and opportunities point toward the
need for a balanced approach that sustains Moriarty’s
existing housing stock while encouraging new, di-
verse, and affordable development to meet the needs
of current and future residents.

HOUSING
GOALS AND STRATEGIES

\

Provide adequate and affordable housing options

1. Support programs that assist homeowners and landlords with repairs,
weatherization, and energy upgrades, and collaborate with organizations
such as Housing New Mexico to preserve and enhance the city’s existing
affordable housing stock.

2. Support the development of housing options such as accessory dwelling
units (casitas), tiny homes (typically under 400 square feet), barndominiums
and condominiums in appropriate locations.

3. Provide opportunities for the development of single-family homes on small
lots (starter homes) by reducing minimum lot size requirements in areas
with sufficient infrastructure.

4. Promote varied and affordable housing options through low-to-moderate
density multi-family housing development along major corridors such as
Route 66 and NM 41.

5. Coordinate with Torrance County, regional municipalities, and relevant
public, private, and nonprofit agencies to develop and implement a Housing
New Mexico Affordable Housing Plan.

Construction of Single-Family Home in Moriarty
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CHAPTER

'NEW MEXICO

TRANSPORTATION

Introduction

Transportation planning involves developing strat-
egies for operating, managing, maintaining, and
financing a community’s transportation system in a
way that advances long-term goals and community
vision.

This section examines the current conditions of
Moriarty’s transportation system, including major
roads, local streets, non-motorized infrastructure,
and access to regional transit. Traffic volumes, crash
data and roadway conditions are analyzed to identify
safety concerns and infrastructure needs. Recom-
mendations aim to improve safety for both motorized
and non-motorized users, strengthen relationships
with transportation agencies such as the Mid-Region
Regional Transportation Planning Organization
(MRRTPO), increase coordination with the New
Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT),
and improve the overall efficiency and safety of the
transportation network.

The City of Moriarty is located at the junction of I-40
and NM 41. I-40 runs east-west through Moriarty
and provides primary connections to the Albuquer-
que Metropolitan Area and the City of Edgewood.
Because I-40 is the major east-west freeway in the
state, the City of Moriarty serves as a cross-country
truck stop and service center, especially for freight
traffic. NM 41 runs north-south and provides im-
portant connections to McIntosh, Estancia, and Wil-
lard south of Moriarty, and the Santa Fe Metropolitan
area north of Moriarty (via connection to US 285).
NM 333 (Historic Route 66) runs east-west through
Moriarty and operates as the City’s Main Street. The
Salt Missions Trail Scenic Byway includes the sec-
tion of NM 41 between Moriarty and Willard. There
are three interchanges providing access from I-40 to
Moriarty.
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Figure 18. Major Roads



Existing Conditions

Functional Classification and Traffic Counts
Functional Classification of highways is defined in
three major categories: 1. Arterials, which consist

of continuous or long-distance travel routes provid-
ing regional connections among urban and rural
communities and emphasize a high level of mobility
through the region; 2. Collectors, which provide a
linkage between local roads and arterial highways;
and 3. Locals, which provide direct access to adjacent
lands and individual driveways to the higher capacity
collectors and arterials. The functional classification
of roadways helps define how specific transportation
routes are used in serving the community.

I-40 is designated by NMDOT as an interstate. NM
41 and Route 66 are designated as minor arterials.
Martinez Road and Eastern Ave. are designated as
major collector roads. All other roads are classified as
local streets.

Table 7 shows the functional classification of the
highway network serving Moriarty.

Functional classification helps us understand a road’s
position within the overall transportation system of
the larger region, but it may not always align with the
everyday perception or use of the road. For example,
although not officially designated, Route 66 serves as
a main street for the residents of Moriarty with local
business access, pedestrian activity, and community
interactions. This use of Route 66 as a main street
presents conflicts with its functional classification of
a minor arterial and the higher speeds characteristic
of this designation. Fortunately, there are speed and
design changes that can support a safer and more ef-
ficient experience for all users on this roadway, which
will be discussed later in this chapter.

Traffic Counts

Traffic counts for major roads within the City of
Moriarty are shown in Figure 19. Traffic counts
provide a data point to use in analyzing a major road
to ensure it is handling the current Average Annual
Daily Traffic (AADT). Volume-to-Capacity ratio can
help identify commuting patterns within a specific
region to develop strategies to improve circulation.
For instance, the traffic patterns show that the west-
ern portion of Route 66 handles substantially more
traffic than the eastern portion, and that a portion of
that traffic originates from the single-family house-
holds to the south.

Traffic volume on Route 66 west of NM 41 is almost
double the volume east of NM 41. This aligns with
the denser commercial development along Route 66
west of NM 41, and the interchange access configu-
rations, creating greater traffic demand. In addition,
there is a travel center that caters to truck traffic at
the westernmost interchange with I-40.

There are three interchange access points between the
City of Moriarty and I-40. The eastern and western
interchanges provide only partial directional access
and do not accommodate all traffic movements. The
eastern interchange provides access to and from
westbound I-40 only, while the western interchange
provides access to and from eastbound I-40 only. The
interchange at I-40 and NM 41 is the only full access
interchange serving both eastbound and westbound
traffic.

Table 7. Functional Classifications

Major Roadways / Functional Classification

1-40 Interstate

NM 41 Minor Arterial
Route 66 Minor Arterial
Martinez Road Major Collector
Heritage Lane  Major Collector
Lexco Major Collector
Eastern Ave Major Collector
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Figure 19. Traffic Counts



Figure 20. Volume to Capacity



Freight Traffic Counts

Moriarty’s location along I-40 makes it an important
stop for commercial and freight traffic, which con-
tributes to local economic activity but also places
additional demands on the transportation system.
Community survey responses, public meeting
discussions, and steering committee input repeat-
edly identified concerns about commercial vehicles
parking along local streets, interchange ramps, and
commercial entrances. These conditions can cre-
ate visibility conflicts, increase pavement wear, and
contribute to congestion in areas not designed for
extended heavy vehicle use.

Addressing commercial vehicle activity may require
a combination of strategies, including improved
signage directing trucks to appropriate facilities,
enforcement of parking regulations, evaluation of
designated truck parking areas, and consideration of
anti-idling policies. Proactively managing freight-re-
lated impacts can help protect local roadways while
maintaining Moriarty’s role as a regional service
center.

In the New Mexico 2045 Freight Plan Update, there
is a mention of addressing the lack of official truck
parking in the Moriarty area. This plan indicates
that NMDOT will study the availability of safe and
secure truck parking to better understand where
more truck parking is needed to meet existing and
future demand and improve freight movement as
well as reduce freight’s impact on the environment
and climate.

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities

The City of Moriarty has very limited pedestrian and
bicycle facilities. Approximately 96 percent of survey
respondents stated that their primary way of getting
around Moriarty was with a personal vehicle, high-
lighting that there are few options other than vehicu-
lar travel.
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There are no bike or trail systems in Moriarty, and
most roads do not have sidewalks, including Route
66, which operates as Moriarty’s Main Street. When
survey participants were asked about their sense of
safety from traffic-related dangers (crashes, speed-
ing, reckless driving, etc.) when driving, walking,
and biking, 69.96 percent reported feeling safe while
driving, 41.13 percent reported feeling safe while
walking, and 25.53 percent reported feeling safe
while biking. The difference in the percentage of
people feeling safe while walking or biking compared
to driving indicates that additional improvements to
pedestrian and bicyclist infrastructure are needed to
address safety concerns.

There are plans to build pedestrian and bike infra-
structure within Moriarty and its region. Moriarty’s
Infrastructure Capital Plan (ICIP), which establishes
planning priorities for anticipated capital projects,
includes funding for a Moriarty Bicycle and Pe-
destrian Trail Network. Improving pedestrian and
bicycle infrastructure was identified as a priority in
the 2012 Comprehensive Plan and continues to be an
important focus in this Plan, consistent with public
tfeedback and reflected in several related objectives.
The opportunity for developing a trail along the New
Mexico Central Rail tracks removed in 1975 is also
mentioned as an ideal location for constructing a
path for bicyclists and pedestrians. Rails to Trails
funding may be appropriate for this type of endeavor.

Continued support for and implementation of these
plans and projects, along with clear transportation
goals focused on improving non-motorized infra-
structure, will help reflect both the City’s and resi-
dents’ interest in expanding pedestrian and bicycle
facilities.



Route 66 Currently Lacks Pedestrian Facilities

Route 290 Edgewood Route & Schedule

Public Transit

The City of Moriarty is currently served by the Blue
Bus, a public transit system operated by the North
Central Regional Transit District. The 290 Edgewood
route provides fare-free weekday service connecting
the Santa Fe area to the Edgewood area, with stops
that include Galisteo, Stanley, and Moriarty (see
current route schedule). The Moriarty stop is located
at the Moriarty Park and Ride Lot on the east side

of the city. This is the only public transit line that
services Moriarty.

The park and ride lot is located within the indus-
trial zone in Moriarty. To access the park and ride,
residents may still need a vehicle as housing is not
in proximity and there are no pedestrian or bike

pathways leading to the lot. The Land Use and
Zoning Chapter details future land use scenarios for
the Business Park. Current best practices in trans-
portation planning suggest considering future land
use scenarios when developing roadways and other
transportation infrastructure. Moriarty should con-
sider connectivity from the park and ride lot to local
housing options and Route 66 as the City develops
the Business Park.

Moriarty Municipal Airport

The City of Moriarty owns and operates a municipal
airport located within city limits. The airport averag-
es approximately 32,000 operations per year (takeoffs
and landings), consisting primarily of general avia-
tion and glider activity, along with periodic military
and jet operations.

Travel Time to Work

Figure 21 shows the estimated time it takes for resi-
dents in Moriarty to travel to work. Nearly one-third
(30 percent) of residents in Moriarty spend 35 min-
utes or more commuting to work. This is less than
Torrance County’s average at 40 percent but is higher
than the statewide rate of 18 percent.

Means of Transportation to Work

According to the U.S. Census Bureau OnTheMap
Tool, 1,082 workers commute into Moriarty for
work, 72 both live and work in Moriarty, and 385
residents commute to jobs located outside the city.
Figure 22 shows that 87 percent of Moriarty residents
commute by vehicle, with 75 percent driving alone
and 12 percent carpooling. Public transit use within
city is minimal, even though the Blue Bus 290 Routes
serves Moriarty. About 6 percent of households do
not own a vehicle. This combination of limited tran-
sit options and households without cars highlights

a clear gap in transportation access. Survey respon-
dents cited the lack of public transit, not owning a
vehicle, and the costs of vehicle maintenance and fuel
as key transportation related challenges.

While Moriarty’s existing transportation system is
primarily automobile-oriented, there is strong com-
munity interest and opportunity to expand transit
options and improve multimodal facilities that can
accommodate shorter trips by walking, bicycling,
and other modes.
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Figure 21. Travel Time to Work

Figure 22. Means of Transportation to Work
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Access to Key Destinations Figure 23. Work Destinations
Figure 25 shows key destinations for Moriarty and

the broader region. Based on the map, residents need

to travel longer distances, primarily by car, to access

amenities such as senior centers and health care.

Moriarty does have a primary health clinic located

on Route 66, but to access emergency services and

other specialties, the nearest hospital system is UNM

Healthcare located in Albuquerque which is about a

43-minute commute via car.

Figure 24. Vehicles Available per Housing Unit
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Figure 25. Major Local Travel Destinations



Figure 26. Crash Rates



Moriarty Area Roadway Safety
Moriarty Crash Data (2019 — 2023)

Crash data is an important tool for understanding
roadway safety and identifying strategies to reduce
crashes and improve conditions for all users. In the
most recent crash data available for 2019 through
2023, the City of Moriarty experienced four traf-
fic-related fatalities. All fatalities occurred on major
roadways, including two on I-40, one on NM 41, and
one on Route 66. Of these fatalities, one involved a
pedestrian, and one involved a motorcyclist. During
the same period, 73 injury crashes occurred, includ-
ing nine crashes that resulted in serious incapaci-
tating (Class A) injuries. All Class A injuries also
occurred on major roads, including four on I-40, two
on Route 66, two on Martinez Road, and one on NM
41. Pedestrians were involved in five injury crashes,
and bicyclists were involved in one.

The concentration of fatal and injury crashes on
state-owned roadways underscores the importance
of coordination with NMDOT and other regional
transportation partners to ensure these corridors
balance mobility and access while incorporating safe-
ty measures for all road users. Eleven injury crashes
occurred at the intersection of Route 66 and NM

41, highlighting again the need to evaluate targeted
safety improvements in coordination with NMDOT.
Potential strategies may include access management,
signal timing upgrades, enhanced crosswalk treat-
ments, and evaluation of alternative intersection
designs where feasible.

Ownership Boundary Visible in Pavement Condition

FHWA Proven Safety Countermeasures

Based on analysis of crash data and current condi-
tions of the city’s traffic network, Route 66 is a high
priority for improvements to efficiency and safety.
Resources such as the Regional Transportation Safety
Action Plan (RTSAP), the Long-Range Transporta-
tion Systems (LRTS) Guide, and the Federal Highway
Administration’s (FHWA) Proven Safety Counter-
measures are available for infrastructure guidelines
on designing and maintaining safer roadways.

Roadway reconfiguration is a proven safety counter-
measure included in the RTSAP and LRTS Guides."
5 The City of Moriarty could evaluate reconfiguring
Route 66 from four lanes to a three-lane section with
one travel lane in each direction and a center median
or two-way left-turn lane where appropriate. Federal
guidance indicates that four-lane corridors with an
AADT below 20,000 can often be reduced to three
lanes without compromising roadway capacity, mak-
ing Route 66 a strong candidate given its estimated
peak AADT of approximately 9,300 vehicles per day.
National studies have found that similar roadway
reconfigurations can reduce crashes by approxi-
mately 19 to 47 percent.* Reconfiguration could also
improve pedestrian safety by shortening crossing
distances and reducing exposure, while any proposed
changes should be designed to support adjacent
commercial development along the corridor.

Speed Management

Additionally, speed limits along Route 66 can be
evaluated to ensure they are appropriate for all road
users. Speed control is an FHWA proven safety
countermeasure for reducing fatalities and serious
injuries on roadways, specifically for pedestrians

and other non-motorized users. The LRTS Guide
provides design recommendations that ensure the
adjacent land use context is integrated into any fu-
ture designs. This document integrates the principles
of Complete Streets and recommends analyzing the
land use context along with the functional classifica-
tion of the roadway to develop a design that supports
its function as a vital Main Street for the communi-

tY' 17

14. Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MRMPO). 2024. Regional Transportation Safety Action Plan (RTSAP).

50 Mid-Region Council of Governments, Albuquerque, NM.

15. Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MRMPO). 2020. Long Range Transportation System Guide (LRTS): 2020

Update. Mid-Region Council of Governments, Albuquerque, NM.



Table 8. Roadway Surface Types

Road Name

Roadway Material Owner

Road Name

Roadway Material Owner

1st St Paved Moriarty I-40 Frontage Rd Paved NMDOT
2nd St Paved Moriarty Ida St Crusher Fine Moriarty
3rd St Paved Moriarty Inudstrial Loop Dirt Moriarty
4th Str Paved Moriarty Inudstrial Loop Paved Moriarty
5th St Paved NMDOT Irene Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
6th St Paved Moriarty John Glen Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
7th St Dirt Moriarty Katherine Ave Paved Moriarty
8th St Paved Moriarty Kohala Ave Dirt Moriarty
Amelia Ave Paved Moriarty Lahaina Ave Dirt Moriarty
Aubrey Ave Dirt Moriarty Lindberg Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Broadway Paved Moriarty Linden Ave Paved Moriarty
Buford Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty Link Ave E Crusher Fine Moriarty
Calle De Los Ninos Ave  Paved Moriarty Maple Ave Dirt Moriarty
Cam Andres Paved Moriarty Maple Ave Paved Moriarty
Cam Brenden Paved Moriarty Martinez Rd Paved Torrance County
Cam Eric Paved Moriarty Marty St Paved Moriarty
Cam Oriente Paved Moriarty Maryann St Paved Moriarty
Cam Samuel Paved Moriarty Michael St Paved Moriarty
Cam Stephanie Paved Moriarty Norman Ave Paved Moriarty
Carl Cannon RanchRd  Paved Torrance County [ Poplar Ave Paved Moriarty
Center Ave Paved Moriarty Poplar B St Crusher Fine Moriarty
Debs St Paved Moriarty Princeton Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Dolores Ave Dirt Moriarty Pso De Anaya Paved Moriarty
Elsie St Paved Moriarty Pso Poniete Paved Moriarty
Eunice St Paved Moriarty Rita St Paved Moriarty
Friendship Ave Paved Moriarty Roosevelt Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Georgia St Crusher Fine Moriarty Route 66 Paved NMDOT
Girard Ave Paved Moriarty Santa Fe Ave Paved Moriarty
Green Rd Paved Torrance County [ Shirley St Paved Moriarty
Green Rd Paved Torrance County | Stanford St Crusher Fine Moriarty
Harvard Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty Theresa St Crusher Fine Moriarty
Hazel St Paved Moriarty Tingley Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Hazel St Crusher Fine Moriarty Tulane Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Helen St Paved Moriarty Union Ave Paved Moriarty
Henry St Crusher Fine Moriarty Valley Irrigation Rd Paved Moriarty
Hillsdale Ave Dirt Moriarty Vassar Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Holiday Ct Crusher Fine Moriarty Violet St Crusher Fine Moriarty
Holiday St Crusher Fine Moriarty Yale Ave Crusher Fine Moriarty
Honolulu Ave Paved Moriarty

16. Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Proven Safety Countermeasures. U.S. Department of Transportation.
17. Long Range Transportation System Guide | Mid-Region Council of Governments, NM



Figure 27. Map of Local Roads



Challenges and Opportunities

Analysis of roadway conditions, traffic patterns,
crash data, and community input highlights several
key transportation challenges for Moriarty. Road
repair maintenance ranked as the top transportation
priority in the community survey and was frequently
discussed in public meetings and steering commit-
tee sessions. Because several of Moriarty’s primary
corridors - including I-40, NM 41, and Route 66

- are owned and maintained by NMDOT, ongoing
coordination with NMDOT and participation in
the MRRTPO will be essential to align maintenance
priorities with local safety and access needs.

Interchanges

The configuration of the three I-40 interchanges
also creates circulation constraints. The easternmost
interchange does not provide westbound access to
I-40 or allow eastbound travelers to exit into Mori-
arty, and the westernmost interchange does not
allow eastbound access into the city. As a result, the
interchange at I-40 and NM 41 functions as the only
full-access interchange, concentrating traffic along
central corridors. In addition, I-40 limits north-
south connectivity within the city. Limited crossing
opportunities increase reliance on key intersections
and contribute to congestion during peak travel peri-
ods and community events.

TA Travel Center in Moriarty

Given the differing access limitations and transpor-
tation functions of the three interchanges, a compre-
hensive interchange study would provide a coordi-
nated basis for evaluating potential improvements.
Such a study could assess interchange access, traffic
operations, connectivity, safety, future transporta-
tion needs, and opportunities to improve circulation
between I-40 and the local street network. Because
improvements to the interchanges would involve
facilities under state and federal jurisdiction, the City
will need to coordinate closely with NMDOT, MR-
COG, and other appropriate transportation agencies
in evaluating feasible improvement strategies and
identifying potential funding opportunities.

-40

Moriarty’s location along I-40 also generates sig-
nificant commercial vehicle traffic, which supports
the local economy but creates challenges related to
parking, idling, roadway wear, and safety. Communi-
ty feedback highlighted concerns about heavy vehi-
cles parking along local streets and near interchange
ramps, contributing to pavement deterioration,
visibility conflicts, excessive noise, and air pollution.
Addressing these issues may require improved sig-
nage, enforcement or parking regulations, evaluation
of designated truck parking areas, and consideration
of parking regulations or idling controls. Balancing
freight activity with roadway preservation and neigh-
borhood compatibility will remain an ongoing policy
consideration.
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TRANSPORTATION

Maintain a comprehensive, safe, and efficient street network
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&

1.

GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Coordinate with the Mid-Region Council of Governments through
participation in the Mid-Region Regional Transportation Planning
Organization (MRRTPO) Committee.

. Evaluate the need for a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) for proposed

developments on a case-by-case basis.
Expand enforcement of existing parking requirements and traffic laws for
heavy commercial vehicles.

. Adopt an Idling Ordinance for heavy commercial vehicles parked within

municipal boundaries.

Undertake a comprehensive interchange study of the City’s three
interchanges to evaluate improvement strategies in coordination with state
and regional transportation agencies.

Strengthen the City's multi-modal transportation network.

1.

2.

3.

Explore opportunities to provide transit and/or carpooling programs for
residents in need of alternative transportation options.

Prioritize infrastructure development that promotes active transportation,
such as walking and cycling.

Continue to improve and promote the Moriarty Municipal Airport as a
reliever airport to the Albuquerque metropolitan area.

Evaluate context-sensitive reconfiguration options for Route 66 that improve
safety for all road users.




CHAPTER

PUBLIC FACILITIES

& SERVICES

Introduction

One of the primary objectives in any community
planning process is to determine the type and extent
of public services necessary to provide for the resi-
dents’ needs. This chapter examines those facilities
and services currently being provided to Moriarty
residents.

Local Government Operations

Moriarty City Hall, constructed in 1956, has served
as the administrative center of local government for
approximately 70 years. The facility houses key mu-
nicipal functions including the City Clerk/Treasurer
office, finance and utility billing, planning and zon-
ing, and related administrative services. The Planning
and Zoning Commission meets at City Hall, and the
building also accommodates the Municipal Court,
making it a central hub for both civic governance
and resident services. Given the age of the build-

ing and the range of services it supports, continued
maintenance and potential future upgrades should be
considered to ensure the facility remains functional,
accessible, and capable of meeting the community’s
evolving needs.

The Moriarty Civic Center, built in 2001, was de-
signed as a community and convention facility. The
7,627 square foot building accommodates both large
and small events, including arts and crafts shows and
collectors' shows. The Center hosts weddings, funer-
als, high school dances, and local government meet-
ings. The Civic Center is also home to the Moriarty
Community Library and the Moriarty Historical
Museum.

The Moriarty Business Park, owned by the City, is a
planned business and industrial complex intended
to support economic development. Located within
the Business Park is the Southwest Soaring Museum,
which opened in 2006 and provides an additional
venue for public events and tourism activity.

Police

The City’s Police Department is located at 201 Broad-
way and serves the community under the leadership
of the Police Chief. The Department currently has
eight patrol officers, with two positions open, and op-
erates nine patrol cars. It also maintains two holding
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cells for short-term detention before prisoners are
transferred to the CoreCivic facility in Estancia, NM.
Animal control is under the purview of the Police
Department. The City operates its own animal shelter
on Saiz Drive, staffed by a single dedicated animal
control officer. This facility is solely managed by the
City and is not shared with neighboring municipal-
ities or other agencies, providing shelter and place-
ment of local animals.

Fire and Ambulance

Fire protection in the City of Moriarty is provided by
a combination of 12 full-time firefighters and 18 vol-
unteers, delivering 24/7 fire and Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) coverage. The Fire Department has City of Moriarty City Hall
expanded staffing, training, facilities, and equipment
over the past decade. New apparatus additions in-
clude one Class A engine, one 2,100-gallon tender, a
rescue squad, two Type 6 brush trucks, three ambu-
lances, and three command vehicles. An additional
Class A engine is scheduled to replace a 30-year-old
unit.

The City currently holds an ISO Class 3 fire protec-
tion rating, an improvement over the rating docu-
mented in the 2012 Comprehensive Plan, reflecting
substantial upgrades in staffing levels, training and
certification requirements, facilities, and fire and
EMS equipment. Firefighters are formally trained to
IFSAC Firefighter II standards as a departmental re-
quirement. The department maintains extensive spe-
cialized certifications, including ten IFSAC Instructor ~City of Moriarty Fire Department Station
I certifications, two Instructor II certifications, seven
Fire Inspector I certifications, one Fire Inspector II
certification, and two Fire Investigator certifications.
EMS staffing includes eight Paramedics, five EMT-In-
termediate personnel, and seven EMT-Basic person-
nel. All crews complete a minimum of 216 hours of
required training annually.

Facility and infrastructure improvements include the
completion of a new Main Fire Station (Station One)
in March 2024 and a second main station on Lexco
Road completed in 2011. The City is served by 162
fire hydrants, and emergency communications have
been upgraded to the State 700 radio system. These
investments have expanded the City’s service capacity

and improved community protection.
City of Moriarty Police Department Office
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Figure 28. Public Facilities Map



Solid Waste

Solid waste collection services in the City of Moriarty
are provided by Universal Waste Systems, a private
contractor. Residential customers pay for solid waste
services through a fee included on their monthly
municipal water bill. Collected waste is transported
to the Estancia Valley Solid Waste Authority facility
located east of the city for processing and disposal.

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

Moriarty maintains a variety of parks and recreation-
al facilities that support community activities, sports,
and public events.

Crossley Park, at the southwest corner of Route 66
and NM 41, features a gazebo, lighted marquee, and
picnic tables, hosting City events, community gather-
ings, and private celebrations. Civic Park (Memorial
Gardens Park), just south of the Municipal Offices,
is a full-service park with tennis courts, a basket-
ball court, playground equipment, picnic areas with
shade, restrooms, and a concession stand primarily
used for official events. B.M. Grissom Park (Park-
wood Park) provides neighborhood-scale amenities,
including a playground, basketball court, and a small,
grassed area for informal recreation. The Memorial
of Perpetual Tears, located north of I-40 and west of
NM 41, honors victims of Driving While Impaired
(DWI) offenses and promotes awareness through
educational programs related to prevention, law
enforcement, and victim advocacy. Adopted by the
City in 2003, the Memorial was developed in two
stages: the New Mexico phase (2003-2007), which
established the state memorial, and a later National
phase (added in 2006), making it the first national
DWTI victims’ memorial. The site continues to serve
as a place of reflection, education, and community
engagement.

The Moriarty Sports Complex on Saiz Drive includes
six baseball fields with supporting infrastructure but
is currently inactive and in need of rehabilitation.
Similarly, the Heritage Rodeo Arena, formerly used
for rodeo events, is closed and not in active use.
Restoration of these facilities has been identified by
the community as a priority to enhance recreational
opportunities.
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Health, Education, and Social Services

Moriarty is served by Duke City Primary Care, which
provides walk-in medical services for non-life-threat-
ening illnesses and injuries to patients of all ages.
Services include evaluation and treatment of acute
illnesses and minor injuries, on-site laboratory
testing and diagnostic imaging, routine physicals
(school, sports, and work), and basic preventive

care. The clinic offers same-day care as an alterna-
tive to hospital emergency departments for urgent
but non-emergency needs. The City does not have a
hospital; in medical emergencies, EMS responds and
transports patients to hospitals in the Albuquerque
metropolitan area, most commonly UNM Hospital
or Presbyterian Hospital. Additional local healthcare
options include family medicine practices, such as
New Mexico Family Medicine, which provide prima-
ry care and routine medical services, and the Mori-
arty Public Health Office, which offers community
health programs, outreach, and preventive services.

The City of Moriarty is served by the Moriarty-Edge-
wood School District, which provides public educa-
tion to students in Moriarty and surrounding com-
munities. The district includes Moriarty Elementary
School, Moriarty Middle School, Moriarty High
School, and additional campuses serving the broader
Estancia Valley area. Moriarty-Edgewood schools



play a central role in the community, functioning not
only as educational institutions but also as gathering
places for events, athletics, and civic engagement. As
Moriarty plans for future growth, continued coordi-
nation with the school district will be important to
ensure that enrollment capacity, facility needs, trans-
portation access, and infrastructure improvements
align with anticipated residential development.

Senior residents are an important and growing part
of Moriarty’s population, and the City recognizes the
need to support aging in place through accessible
facilities, services, and housing options. Moriarty is
home to the Moriarty Senior Citizens Center, which
provides congregate meals, social activities, wellness
programming, and transportation assistance for
older adults in the community. These services play a
critical role in reducing isolation, promoting health,
and maintaining independence. As the community
plans for future growth, consideration should be
given to expanding senior housing options, enhanc-
ing ADA-accessible infrastructure, and ensuring
convenient access to healthcare, public facilities, and
community services. Continued coordination with
regional service providers will help Moriarty meet
the evolving needs of its senior population while
supporting quality of life for residents of all ages.

US Bank Branch Located in Moriarty

Statue in Crossley Park

Finance, Communications, and Energy

Moriarty is served by multiple financial institutions,
local and regional media outlets, and a range of tele-
communications providers offering landline, fiber,
wireless, and satellite services. Financial services are
provided to Moriarty by three banks: Wells Fargo,
US Bank, and First Community Bank. Moriarty is
serviced by two different newspapers: Mountainair
Dispatch and The Route 66 Independent. Local tele-
phone and internet services in Moriarty are provided
by multiple providers. CenturyLink offers landline
telephone and internet services throughout the com-
munity, including fiber and DSL options. In addition
to CenturyLink, Comcast/Xfinity provides cable tele-
vision, internet, and phone service, and other inter-
net providers such as EarthLink, T-Mobile, Verizon,
satellite options, and fixed wireless services are also
available in the area.

Moriarty Municipal Airport

The Moriarty Municipal Airport is a publicly owned
airport located within city limits. There are approx-
imately 166 aircraft based on the field and they av-
erage about 88 aircraft operations per day. There are
two paved runways (08/26 and 17/35) with runway
08/26 being 7,700 feet long and runway 17/35 be-
ing 6,200 feet long. The airport also has GPS aided
approaches to runway 08/26 which allows pilots to
access the airport when weather and visibility are less
than optimal.
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Street Maintenance

The City of Moriarty performs basic maintenance

on local roads, including chip sealing, grading, and
patching, while U.S. and State Highways are main-
tained by the New Mexico Department of Transpor-
tation (NMDOT). Because several primary corridors
in Moriarty are owned and maintained by NMDOT,
ongoing coordination will be important to align
maintenance schedules, safety improvements, and
capital investments.

Community survey responses identified road repair
and maintenance as a top infrastructure priority, un-
derscoring the need for continued investment in local
street maintenance and proactive pavement man-
agement to preserve roadway conditions and control
long-term costs. Incorporating street rehabilitation
and resurfacing projects into the City’s capital im- City of Moriarty Signage & Video Board
provement planning process will help direct limited
funding toward the most critical needs and phase im-
provements in a fiscally responsible manner. A map
of local roads can be found in Chapter 5 (Figure 27).

Survey results also indicate mixed perceptions of
public services. Forty-four percent of respondents
reported being neither satisfied nor dissatisfied, while
25 percent expressed dissatisfaction. When asked to
prioritize infrastructure needs, respondents ranked
sewer and wastewater systems and public safety ser-
vices highest, followed by solid waste/recycling and
improvements to existing parks. Development of new
parks was ranked lowest. These results suggest that
the City should prioritize maintaining and upgrading
core utilities and emergency services while continu-

. . . n Photo of Route 66 Looking East
ing targeted improvements to recreational amenities.

Aircraft at the Moriarty Municipal Airport
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PUBLIC FACILITIES & SERVICES
GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Enhance community appearance and safety.

1.
2.

Continue to lead and promote organized clean-up days with local partners.
Expand night lighting for safety in targeted, high-traffic areas such as Route
66 and NM 41.

Improve and maintain public services and facilities.
1.

.

2.

© o

Create an Asset Management Plan that accounts for all assets managed by
the Public Works Department.

Explore the expansion of revenue sources for public facilities through the
use of impact fees, bond elections, user fee programs, special assessment
districts, or other statutory means available to the City.

. Support the location or renovation and upkeep of senior facilities, services,

and businesses.

. Improve the Moriarty Public Library System and explore opportunities

to expand facilities and promote distance learning or other educational
resources.

. Seek Federal or State funding to install renewable energy systems on

municipal facilities.

. Expand microgrids powered by renewable energy to enhance resilience

and reliability of the local grid, particularly for critical facilities and vulnerable
populations during outages.

. Improve the appearance of major highways and corridors through

landscaping and maintenance.

Establish a committee for open space planning and management.

Focus City resources on improvement and maintenance of existing parks
and open space, rather than expansion.

Continue to strengthen emergency services.
1.

2.

£

Continue to improve and modernize the emergency services, facilities,
infrastructure, and equipment in the community.

Explore Federal and State funding opportunities to address police staffing
shortages.

Continue to improve Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating for fire protection
in order to upgrade City fire services and to decrease homeowner’s
insurance costs.
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Introduction

Moriarty is located in the semi-arid Estancia Valley
and primarily relies on groundwater from the Es-
tancia Basin’s aquifers. Six other public water systems
in the Estancia Basin, along with private wells, also
draw from these aquifers. While some properties

use rainwater catchment or other minor sources, the
closed basin has no perennial streams or significant
surface water, making groundwater the main source
for municipal and private supply. The City of Mori-
arty provides municipal water supply and wastewater
collection and treatment systems for its residents.

Existing Conditions

The discussion of water and wastewater infrastruc-
ture in this section, including the accompanying sys-
tem maps, is based on the best available information
at the time this Comprehensive Plan was prepared.
Available infrastructure records may be incomplete
or outdated, and mapped utility locations and attri-
butes should therefore be considered approximate.
The maps are intended for general, system-level plan-
ning and should not be relied upon for engineering
design, construction, excavation, utility locating, or
other site-specific purposes. Current conditions and
infrastructure locations should be independently ver-
ified before project development or implementation.

The average water usage for the City is about 457,200
gallons per day. The system currently supports 843
residential connections and 220 commercial connec-
tions. Roughly 90 to 95 percent of Moriarty’s citizens
are served by the municipal water system. Those ar-
eas not served by City water and wastewater services
are shown in Figure 29.

Currently, the City has four functional wells, each
with an average depth of 340 feet, capable of pro-
ducing approximately 250 gallons per minute. The
wells are protected by Wellhead Protection Overlay
Zones, which are designed to safeguard Moriarty’s
municipal groundwater supply by restricting land
uses that could introduce contaminants near public
water wells. These overlays generally extend within a
1,000-foot radius of each well and impose additional
requirements beyond the underlying zoning. Within
this area, higher-risk uses are restricted or prohibited,
and certain developments require conditional use
approval to ensure groundwater protection.’

The city also has four wells intended for irrigation
purposes only at the Rodeo complex, the Airport, the
Catholic Cemetery, and the Memorial of Perpetual
Tears complex, all of which are currently offline.

18. City of Moriarty. (2006). Comprehensive zoning ordinance of the City of Moriarty, New Mexico (Ordinance No. O-2006-02,
adopted May 23, 2006, as amended through July 23, 2014). City of Moriarty.



With two ground-level tanks and one elevated tank,
the City has a total freshwater storage capacity of
800,000 gallons. All storage tanks are currently oper-
ational and maintained by the City, with comprehen-
sive servicing every three years.

The City’s underground service lines for potable wa-
ter are primarily composed of plastic materials, such
as PVC and HDPE, as well as Asbestos Cement (AC)
pipes. The City has not yet completed a full inven-
tory of service line materials in accordance with the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Lead and
Copper Rule Revisions, which require local water
systems to develop and maintain a comprehensive
Service Line Inventory. Compliance with this rule
will require completion of the inventory.

Water Quality

Water for the City is drawn from wells, treated with
liquid chlorine, and stored in one of three storage
tanks. Water quality is regularly monitored to en-
sure it meets safety standards for consumption. The
mineral content in this area of the basin is generally
low but increases significantly east of NM 41 near the
salt flats.”

The City of Moriarty prepares an annual Consumer
Confidence Report (CCR) to inform residents about
the quality and safety of the municipal drinking
water, in compliance with the Safe Drinking Water
Act (SDWA). The report provides transparent infor-
mation on the source of the City’s water, treatment
processes, detected contaminants, and how results
compare with state and federal standards.

No violations of Maximum Contaminant Levels
(MCLs) were recorded during the 2024 reporting pe-
riod. Monitored contaminants, including inorganic
chemicals, disinfectant by-products, and other regu-
lated substances, were tested throughout the year in
accordance with state and federal requirements. This
demonstrates that the water delivered to homes and
businesses consistently met the quality requirements
established to protect public health. The 2024 CCR
was used for this analysis because it was the most re-
cent report available at the time the Comprehensive
Plan was prepared. *

Wastewater

The City operates a wastewater treatment plant serv-
ing 734 residential connections and 134 commercial
connections. More than 90 percent of City residents

are connected to the system. The facility treats an av-
erage of 125,000 gallons per day and has a permitted
design capacity of 670,000 gallons per day.

The wastewater system is approximately 35-40 years
old, with the most recent upgrades completed in
2010 and 2011, including installation of a new digest-
er and control panel. Due to aging infrastructure and
operational deficiencies, the plant is unable to reli-
ably utilize its full permitted capacity and is currently
out of regulatory compliance with the New Mexico
Environment Department (NMED). As a result, the
City is not currently able to beneficially reuse treat-
ed effluent and instead discharges to a draw in the
northeast portion of the City. Continued noncompli-
ance limits the City’s ability to fully use and benefit
from its wastewater system.

The City has secured initial funding for rehabilitation
or replacement of the wastewater facility and is seek-
ing additional funding to complete the project and
bring the system back into compliance.

Wastewater Treatment Facility in Moriarty

19. New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources. (n.d.). Estancia Basin Water Planning Project. New Mexico Tech.

Retrieved February 4, 2026, from https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/resources/water/projects/bwa/estancia/home.html
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Figure 29. Water System



Figure 30. Sewage System



Stormwater Management

Significant portions of Moriarty lie within the
mapped 100-year FEMA floodplain, concentrated
in three main areas (see Figure 31), each associated
with a local drainage feature, or “Draw;” which is a
shallow valley or natural channel that directs storm-
water flow. The largest floodplain follows the City
Draw, extending west to east across Holiday Street,
Broadway Avenue, Eunice Street, Hazel Street, and
Martinez Road. The Crossley Draw, from Hazel
Street and Roosevelt Avenue to Martinez Road, also
lies within this floodplain. The second area occurs
along the Duke County Draw, from Debs Street to
First Street and from Katherine Avenue to just south
of Santa Fe Avenue. The third floodplain is north of
the City along the Salt Draw, which crosses I-40 on
Moriarty’s east side. These areas play an important
role in stormwater management, and careful plan-
ning is necessary to minimize flood risks to sur-
rounding properties.

Regulatory Framework

The City’s Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance sup-
ports water resource protection through a combina-
tion of overlay zones, development standards, and
review procedures. The Wellhead Protection Overlay
Zone establishes additional land use controls near
municipal water supply wells to reduce the risk of
groundwater contamination, including use restric-
tions, conditional use review, and requirements

for septic systems and abandoned wells. The Flood
Protection Overlay Zone regulates development in
flood-prone areas, helping reduce flood impacts and
protect water quality. More broadly, zoning provi-
sions related to minimum lot sizes, site development
plan requirements, and conditional use permits
provide tools to manage wastewater disposal, storm-
water runoft, and activities that could affect surface
and groundwater resources.

An asset management plan could complement these
regulatory tools by establishing a clear inventory

of water and wastewater infrastructure, identifying
system vulnerabilities, and prioritizing maintenance
and capital improvements. This plan would support
informed budgeting decisions, improve coordination
between land use and infrastructure planning, and
help ensure long-term service reliability.
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Survey Results

Survey results indicate strong community support
for linking future growth to long-term water avail-
ability and protecting the reliability and quality of
Moriarty’s water resources. Nearly 90 percent of re-
spondents (89.13 percent) stated that water availabil-
ity should be a key factor in determining where new
development occurs. This reflects broad recognition
that groundwater resources in the Estancia Basin
are finite and that land use decisions must be closely
aligned with sustainable water supply planning.

More than 75 percent of respondents (75.36 percent)
also expressed support for increased regional coop-
eration on water management within the Estancia
Basin. Because groundwater resources extend be-
yond municipal boundaries, respondents acknowl-
edged the importance of coordination among neigh-
boring communities, counties, and other entities to
promote responsible water use and long-term basin
sustainability.

When asked to rank water-related priorities, drink-
ing water quality received the highest weighted
average score (3.33 out of 4), underscoring the com-
munity’s emphasis on maintaining safe and reliable
drinking water. Expanding supply and improving
system reliability ranked second (2.70), followed by
water conservation (2.38). Affordability received the
lowest ranking (1.59), suggesting that while cost re-
mains a consideration, residents place greater impor-
tance on water quality, long-term supply, and system
dependability.

Open-ended responses reinforced these themes, with
residents frequently citing concerns about ground-
water protection, conservation practices, infrastruc-
ture reliability, and ensuring that future growth does
not outpace available water resources. Collectively,
the survey results demonstrate a clear community
expectation that water resource planning should
remain central to land use decisions and long-term
development policy.



Figure 31. Floodplains and Wells



WATER
GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Maintain clean, safe, and sustainable water systems.

1. Prepare and maintain an up-to-date 40-year water plan as required by the
Office of the N.M. State Engineer to ensure adequate water resources and
sufficient water rights to meet projected future demands.

2. Promote water conservation programs.

3. Explore ways to evaluate local development for long-term water availability.

Improve and maintain adequate water and wastewater
infrastructure.

1. Provide adequate wastewater collection and treatment for all residences,
businesses, and industries in the City.

2. Require large-scale developments to provide a water and wastewater
availability statement.

3. Ensure that the Asset Management Plan addresses the improvement of
pumping and storage capabilities and minimization of leakage throughout
the water distribution system.

4. Improve the effluent and stormwater reuse system to provide landscape
water for City parks and recreation fields.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Introduction

Economic development supports Moriarty’s long-
term fiscal health by expanding employment oppor-
tunities, strengthening the City’s gross receipts tax
base, and sustaining the revenues needed to main-
tain infrastructure and public services. Moriarty’s
economy is shaped by its location along I-40 at the
intersection of NM 41 and Route 66, supporting
highway-oriented services, freight activity, agricul-
ture, and regional travel while also functioning as a
residential community within the broader Albuquer-
que labor market.

Public engagement conducted for this Comprehen-
sive Plan update indicates strong interest in eco-
nomic diversification. Residents identified needs for
expanded retail options, restaurants, grocery stores,
healthcare services, and job-generating industries,
noting that many households travel outside the com-
munity for everyday goods and services. Participants
also pointed to infrastructure investment, predictable
permitting, workforce development, and targeted
incentives as tools to support business attraction and
retention.

The community also emphasized the importance of
preserving Moriarty’s small-town atmosphere and
rural character while accommodating future growth.
Balancing economic expansion with community
identity will remain an important consideration as
the City pursues economic development opportuni-
ties.

The following sections provide an assessment of ex-
isting economic conditions, including income levels,
labor force participation, educational attainment,
occupational distribution, and industry composition.
This information establishes a baseline for identify-
ing economic challenges, opportunities, and policy
direction.



Existing Conditions

The economic data presented in this section is de-
rived from the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Com-
munity Survey (ACS) 5-year estimates. For small
geographies such as Moriarty, ACS data can include
higher margins of error due to smaller sample sizes.
This is particularly relevant for indicators such as un-
employment rates, educational attainment at higher
degree levels, and detailed occupation and industry
categories. Accordingly, these figures should be in-
terpreted as trend indicators rather than exact values,
and comparisons to county and statewide data are
provided to help contextualize local conditions.

Income

Household and per capita income are key indicators
of local economic conditions, purchasing power, and
the ability of residents to support expanded local
goods and services.

Median household income provides an indicator of
overall economic conditions and purchasing power
within a community. According to 2023 ACS 5-year
estimates, the median household income in Moriarty
was $27,446. This is substantially lower than Tor-
rance County ($46,250) and the State of New Mexico
($62,268). Moriarty’s median household income is
also lower than Estancia ($34,559) and Mountainair
($41,678). These differences suggest that households
in Moriarty may have more limited financial capacity

relative to neighboring jurisdictions and the state as a
whole.

Lower median household income levels can influence
housing affordability, consumer spending, and the
City’s tax base. These conditions may also affect res-
idents’ ability to absorb unexpected costs associated
with housing maintenance, utility expenses, trans-
portation, and emergency events. As such, income
levels are an important consideration in long-range
planning, economic development strategy, and ser-
vice provision.

Per capita income reflects overall earnings distributed
across the population and provides an additional lens
into local economic capacity. In 2023, Moriarty’s per
capita income was $15,716, compared to $24,922 in
Torrance County and $34,823 statewide. This pat-
tern mirrors the household income comparison and
indicates that Moriarty residents, on average, have
fewer economic resources relative to county and state
benchmarks.

Together, these indicators suggest that residents have
lower purchasing power compared with the county
and state, which can affect the range of goods and
services supported by local demand. At the same
time, Moriarty’s economy reflects visitor- and trav-
el-related spending and commuter incomes that

are not fully captured by resident income measures
alone.

Figure 32. Median & Per Capita Income
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Employment Status

Labor force participation and unemployment rates
provide insight into residents’ economic engagement
and access to employment opportunities.

In 2023 ACS 5-year estimates, Moriarty’s labor force
participation rate was 51.3 percent, below New
Mexico's 56.9 percent but above Torrance County’s
49.1 percent. This suggests that a smaller share of
Moriarty residents participate in the labor force than
statewide, though participation is somewhat stronger
than in the county overall.

Moriarty’s unemployment rate was 16.4 percent, sub-
stantially higher than Torrance County’s 11.7 percent
and New Mexico’s 6.0 percent. Among residents in
the labor force, this indicates a comparatively high
share of unemployment, which may reflect local job
availability, worker skills alignment, and broader re-
gional economic conditions. Because ACS estimates
for small populations can fluctuate within sampling
margins, these figures should be interpreted cautious-
ly and considered alongside longer-term trends and
regional labor market data.

Overall, Moriarty’s below-average labor force par-
ticipation and elevated unemployment reinforce the
importance of job creation, workforce development,
and strategies that support business retention and
expansion.

Table 9. Labor Force Participation & Un-
employment Rate

Labor Force
Participation Rate

Unemployment

Location Rate

New Mexico 56.90% 6.0%
Torrance County 49.06% 11.7%
Moriarty 51.30% 16.4%

Table 10. Educational Attainment
High School

Bachelor's Degree

Location Gradaute or Higher or Higher

New Mexico 87.70% 30.2%
Torrance County 86.50% 14.9%
Moriarty 79.50% 3.3%

Educational Attainment

Educational attainment is a key indicator of work-
force readiness and can influence income levels, job
opportunities, and the types of industries that are
likely to locate and expand within a community.

In 2023 (ACS 5-year estimates), 79.5 percent of Mori-
arty residents age 25 and older had a high school
diploma or higher. This is lower than both Torrance
County (86.5 percent) and New Mexico (87.7 per-
cent). This gap suggests that Moriarty has a compar-
atively larger share of adults without a high school
diploma or GED, which can affect access to a broader
range of employment opportunities and training

pathways.

Differences are more pronounced at higher education
levels. In Moriarty, 3.3 percent of residents age 25 and
older held a bachelor’s degree or higher, compared

to 14.9 percent in Torrance County and 30.2 percent
statewide. This indicates that Moriarty’s workforce
has a significantly smaller share of residents with
four-year degrees than both Torrance County and the
State.

Overall, Moriarty shows lower educational attain-
ment than county and statewide benchmarks, partic-
ularly at the bachelor’s degree level. This may influ-
ence access to higher-wage occupations and the types
of industries able to locate and grow locally. Work-
force training and education pathways are therefore

a practical component of long-term economic devel-
opment.

Moriarty High School
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Occupation

Occupational distribution provides insight into the
types of work performed by residents and can help
indicate the community’s workforce characteristics
and the kinds of industries that may be most aligned
with local labor supply.

In 2023 (ACS 5-year estimates), Moriarty’s employed
population was most heavily represented in service
occupations (31.4 percent). This share is higher than
both Torrance County (30.0 percent) and New Mex-
ico (19.0 percent), indicating a stronger concentra-
tion of service-sector employment among Moriarty
residents relative to broader benchmarks.

Sales and office occupations accounted for 24.0
percent of Moriarty’s employed population. This is
higher than Torrance County (17.0 percent) and New
Mexico (19.6 percent). A relatively large sales and
office share may reflect the importance of retail and
customer-facing employment as well as administra-
tive and support roles within the local and regional
economy.

Management, business, science, and arts occupations
represent 27.1 percent of Moriarty’s employed popu-
lation. This is comparable to Torrance County (28.0
percent), but notably lower than New Mexico (40.3
percent). This difference suggests a smaller share of
residents employed in professional and managerial

Table 11. Occupation Type
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occupations compared to statewide patterns.

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance
occupations represented 11.2 percent of Moriarty
employment. This is slightly higher than Torrance
County (9.4 percent) and similar to New Mexico
(10.6 percent), indicating a modestly stronger pres-
ence of construction and maintenance-related work
in Moriarty than in the county overall.

Production, transportation, and material moving
occupations accounted for 6.3 percent of Moriarty
employment. This is substantially lower than Tor-
rance County (15.6 percent) and New Mexico (10.5
percent). This is an important distinction given
Moriarty’s location along a major freight corridor;

it suggests that while freight activity is highly visible
locally, a comparatively smaller share of residents are
employed directly in production and transportation
occupations than in surrounding geographies.

Moriarty’s occupational profile is weighted toward
service and sales/office work, with a smaller share of
professional and managerial employment than state-
wide patterns. Despite the visibility of freight activity,
production and transportation occupations represent
a relatively small share of resident employment. This
mix supports strategies that expand higher-wage job
opportunities and skill development.



Industry

Industry composition describes the types of sectors
in which employed residents work and provides in-
sight into the structure of the local workforce and the
broader regional economy.

In 2023 (ACS 5-year estimates), the largest share of
Moriarty’s employed residents worked in educational
services and health care and social assistance (27.0
percent). This is higher than both Torrance Coun-

ty (20.1 percent) and New Mexico (25.6 percent),
indicating a relatively strong concentration of em-
ployment in education and healthcare-related fields
among Moriarty residents.

Retail trade represents a notably large share of Mori-
arty employment at 19.4 percent. This is substantially
higher than Torrance County (11.3 percent) and
New Mexico (10.3 percent). A high share of employ-
ment in retail trade suggests that retail and custom-
er-facing jobs are an important component of em-
ployment for Moriarty residents, even as community
input indicates continued interest in expanding local
shopping options and reducing the need to travel for
goods and services.

Construction accounts for 13.0 percent of Moriarty
employment, higher than both Torrance County (9.3
percent) and New Mexico (7.2 percent). This rela-
tively strong construction share may reflect ongoing
regional growth dynamics and the role of the con-
struction trades within the workforce.

Professional, scientific, management, administrative,
and waste management services represent 11.9 per-
cent of Moriarty employment. This is slightly higher
than Torrance County (10.7 percent), but lower than
the statewide share (13.7 percent). This suggests that
Moriarty’s workforce includes some representation
in professional and business support sectors, though
not at the scale observed statewide.

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accom-
modation and food services account for 8.5 percent
of Moriarty employment, which is lower than Tor-
rance County (11.5 percent) and New Mexico (11.0
percent). Public administration represents 5.9 per-
cent of Moriarty employment, which is lower than
Torrance County (11.4 percent) and slightly below
New Mexico (6.9 percent). Manufacturing accounts

for 3.4 percent of Moriarty employment, compared
to 5.2 percent in Torrance County and 4.7 percent
statewide.

Several sectors represent smaller shares of employ-
ment in Moriarty, including transportation and
warehousing and utilities (2.1 percent), finance and
insurance and real estate and rental and leasing (2.5
percent), and wholesale trade (1.3 percent). Agri-
culture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining
account for 4.6 percent of Moriarty employment,
which is lower than Torrance County (5.7 percent)
but higher than the statewide share (3.5 percent). In-
formation represents less than 1 percent of Moriarty
employment in this dataset, compared to 0.5 percent
in Torrance County and 1.6 percent statewide.

Overall, Moriarty’s industry profile reflects a work-
force concentrated in education and healthcare,
retail trade, and construction, with smaller shares in
manufacturing, transportation and warehousing, and
public administration relative to county and state
benchmarks. This composition provides important
context for economic development strategies focused
on expanding local services, supporting a broader
range of employment opportunities, and aligning
workforce skills with targeted industries.

Table 12. Industry Type
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Local Economy

The preceding indicators describe an economy
characterized by lower resident incomes, lower edu-
cational attainment, and higher reported unemploy-
ment relative to county and statewide benchmarks.
Resident employment is concentrated in education
and healthcare, retail, service, and construction
sectors. Moriarty’s economic role is shaped by I-40,
Route 66, and NM 41, supporting travel-oriented
commerce and positioning the city as a regional
service center. City-owned land in the Moriarty Busi-
ness Park is a strategic asset for employment-based
development. Together, these conditions frame the
primary challenges and opportunities for economic
diversification and fiscal resilience.

Challenges

Several structural factors may influence Moriarty’s
long-term economic performance and fiscal stability.
Lower household and per capita income levels limit
local purchasing power and may constrain the range
of retail and service establishments that can be sup-
ported by resident demand alone. Elevated unem-
ployment further affects household income stability
and overall economic resilience, reducing the ability
of households to contribute to sustained local eco-
nomic activity.

Educational attainment levels, particularly at the
bachelor’s degree level, are lower than county and
statewide averages. This may affect workforce
competitiveness in professional, technical, and

Highway Oriented Businesses Along Route 66 in Moriarty
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healthcare-related fields and influence the types of
industries most likely to locate and expand within
the community. Employment patterns further re-
flect a concentration in retail and service sectors.
While these sectors are essential components of the
local economy, reliance on lower-wage employment
categories may limit income growth and long-term
diversification. Manufacturing, transportation and
warehousing, and higher-wage professional sectors
represent comparatively smaller shares of employ-
ment.

Public input suggests that the City is not fully cap-
turing local consumer spending, particularly for
grocery, dining, and healthcare services. While retail
trade represents a significant share of resident em-
ployment, community feedback indicates that key
categories such as grocery, dining variety, and some
health services remain limited locally, contributing
to continued spending outside the city. Retail and
service leakage reduces potential gross receipts tax
revenue and limits the City’s ability to reinvest in in-
frastructure and community amenities. In addition,
reliance on highway-oriented commercial activity
creates exposure to fluctuations in regional travel
patterns and freight activity. Although the City owns
land within the Moriarty Business Park, industrial
employment remains a relatively small share of the
resident workforce. Without coordinated infrastruc-
ture planning and workforce alignment, this asset
may remain underutilized.



Opportunities

Despite these challenges, Moriarty possesses several
assets that support long-term economic diversifica-
tion and growth. Interstate access and corridor visi-
bility provide continued opportunity to attract retail,
service, and employment-generating businesses that
serve both residents and regional travelers. Strategic
reinvestment along key corridors may strengthen the
City’s commercial environment and improve its com-
petitiveness.

The Moriarty Business Park offers the City a direct
role in shaping future employment-based devel-
opment. Public control of industrial land provides
flexibility to recruit targeted industries and support
diversification in light industrial, logistics, and man-
ufacturing sectors. When paired with infrastructure
improvements and coordinated marketing, this asset
may strengthen the City’s tax base and employment
opportunities. Community support for expanding
local goods and services presents an opportunity

to reduce retail leakage and improve quality of life.
Targeted business recruitment, regulatory stream-
lining, and corridor improvements may help capture
unmet demand for grocery, dining, and healthcare
services. Workforce development partnerships with
educational institutions and regional organizations
also provide a pathway to address attainment gaps
and align skills with emerging industries.

Moriarty’s location along Route 66 and within the
Salt Missions Trail Scenic Byway corridor provides
an additional layer of economic context. Heri-
tage-based commerce, corridor revitalization, and
coordinated branding efforts may complement
broader economic development strategies, particu-
larly when integrated with Main Street reinvestment
initiatives. With careful planning and infrastruc-
ture coordination, these assets position Moriarty to
pursue economic expansion while maintaining its

small-town character.

Local Restaurant Along Route 66 in Moriarty

Local Brewery in the Moriarty Business Park

Food Truck Along Route 66 in Moriarty
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Support local businesses and entrepreneurs.

76

.

GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Leverage Moriarty’s unique assets to drive sustainable
economic growth.

1.

Explore participation in the New Mexico MainStreet Program to strengthen
corridor revitalization efforts and support downtown and Route 66
reinvestment.

Promote Route 66 and the Salt Missions Trail as development themes and
special corridors within the community.

Leverage Moriarty’s location and existing community facilities to promote
regional economic activities such as conferences and conventions.

Utilize local events to promote economic development opportunities and
support local businesses.

1.

Market and support development within the Moriarty Business Park to
attract light industrial, logistics, manufacturing, and employment-generating
uses that diversify the City’s tax base.

Explore opportunities to expand internet services throughout the city to
improve business competitiveness and support remote work opportunities.
Support and promote Workforce Connection of Central New Mexico to
improve the skills and abilities of the local workforce through education,
drop-out intervention, and literacy programs.

Encourage dual enrollment partnerships between public school districts and
higher education institutions.

Create partnerships with local businesses and educational institutions to
promote job training programs aligned with targeted industries.

Continually review and streamline regulatory processes to promote
efficiency and accessibility for businesses and developers.

Continue to update the City website and establish and maintain the

City’s presence on social media to improve communication and business
outreach.




CHAPTER

HAZARD MITIGATION

Introduction

Hazard mitigation addresses the risks posed by natu-
ral hazards such as severe weather, flooding, drought,
winter storms, and wildfire events, which have the
potential to disrupt daily life, damage property and
infrastructure, and strain emergency response and
recovery efforts. While these events cannot be entire-
ly prevented, thoughtful planning and coordinated
mitigation strategies can reduce long-term risk and
improve community resilience.

Hazard mitigation refers to sustained actions taken
to reduce or eliminate risks to people and property
from natural hazards. Unlike emergency response,
which focuses on actions taken during or immedi-
ately after a disaster, hazard mitigation emphasizes
proactive measures implemented well in advance of
hazard events. These measures may include physical
improvements to infrastructure and facilities, as well
as policy-based strategies related to land use, public
education, and interagency coordination.

The purpose of this chapter is to describe the haz-
ard conditions affecting Moriarty, outline existing

vulnerabilities, and identify planning implications
that support a safer and more resilient community.
This chapter is intended to be accessible to residents
and decision-makers and to integrate hazard mitiga-
tion considerations into the City’s broader planning
framework.

Moriarty participates in the Torrance County Local
Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP), which serves as the
primary hazard mitigation planning document for
the region. The LHMP provides detailed technical
analysis of hazards, vulnerabilities, and mitigation
actions for participating jurisdictions.”

Relationship to the Torrance County Local Hazard

Mitigation Plan

The Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
is developed through a countywide, multi-jurisdic-
tional planning process and is updated on a regular
cycle to meet federal and state requirements. Adop-
tion of the LHMP allows participating jurisdictions,
including Moriarty, to remain eligible for hazard
mitigation funding and technical assistance.

21. Torrance County, New Mexico. (2025). Torrance County, New Mexico Local Hazard Mitigation Plan update. https://www.

moriartynm.org/uploads/PDF/May%202025%20Torrance%20County%20New%20Mexico%20Local%20Hazard%20Mitiga-

tion%20Plan%20Update.pdf
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The LHMP identifies natural hazards affecting Tor-
rance County, documents historical hazard events,
evaluates vulnerability, and outlines mitigation
actions specific to each participating jurisdiction.
For Moriarty, these actions address hazards such

as severe weather, flooding, drought, wildfire, and
winter storms, with particular emphasis on stormwa-
ter management, infrastructure resilience, and public
preparedness.?

Rather than duplicating the technical detail of the
LHMP, this Comprehensive Plan translates its prior-
ities into local planning considerations. Together, the
LHMP and this Comprehensive Plan provide a co-
ordinated framework for reducing hazard risk, with
the LHMP guiding mitigation action implementation
and this plan ensuring that hazard mitigation prin-
ciples are reflected in local land use, infrastructure
planning, and capital improvement decisions.

Existing Conditions

The Torrance County LHMP uses the location of
critical facilities and infrastructure to help determine
the level of risk that various hazards pose to partic-
ipating jurisdictions. The City of Moriarty contains
multiple critical facilities that support government
services, emergency response, education, and utility
operations, all of which are essential to maintaining
public safety and community function during hazard
events.”

Critical facilities identified in the Torrance County
LHMP for Moriarty include government and pub-

lic service buildings, emergency response facilities,
water system infrastructure, energy infrastructure,
communications facilities, and educational facilities.
Emergency response and public service facilities
include municipal government functions, fire pro-
tection services, and facilities associated with water
supply and system operations that are necessary to
maintain basic services during emergencies. The
LHMP also identifies an energy facility located in the
southeastern quadrant of the city, as well as a number
of communications facilities distributed throughout
the community, with a concentration in the northern
portion of the city near Route 66. The location and
distribution of these facilities are important consider-
ations for hazard exposure and emergency response

22. Ibid.
23. Ibid.
24. Tbid.
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planning.

Educational facilities represent a significant compo-
nent of Moriarty’s critical facility network and in-
clude Moriarty Elementary School, Moriarty Middle
School, Moriarty High School, Route 66 Elementary
School, South Mountain Elementary School, and
the Early Childhood Center serving the Moriarty—
Edgewood area. These facilities serve both Moriarty
residents and surrounding communities and may
function as gathering locations or support facilities
during emergency situations.

Community preparedness and public awareness also
influence how hazard events affect Moriarty. As part
of the Comprehensive Plan update process, residents
were surveyed regarding emergency preparedness
and familiarity with local emergency planning. Re-
sults indicate that 88 percent of respondents are not
familiar with Moriarty’s emergency plans, while 58
percent reported that their household has a plan for
what to do in the event of an emergency. These find-
ings suggest that while many households engage in
some level of individual preparedness, there remains
a significant gap in awareness of local and regional
emergency planning efforts.

The Torrance County LHMP establishes a vulnerabil-
ity assessment methodology that considers the likeli-
hood and potential impacts of hazards, as well as the
exposure of people, facilities, and infrastructure. For
Moriarty, the plan identifies severe weather, severe
winter weather, flooding, drought, and wildfire as
community concerns. Vulnerability is influenced not
only by hazard characteristics, but also by social and
housing conditions. The LHMP identifies socioeco-
nomic vulnerability factors for Moriarty, including
poverty rates and housing characteristics that may
increase hazard exposure and recovery challenges.

Together, the distribution of critical facilities, levels
of public preparedness and awareness, and social

and housing vulnerability factors define Moriarty’s
existing hazard mitigation conditions. These condi-
tions provide the foundation for identifying planning
implications and support the City’s hazard mitigation
goal and objectives, which emphasize preparedness,
coordination, and implementation of mitigation
strategies identified in the Torrance County LHMP.*



Local Hazard Conditions

Although many of the same hazards affect commu-
nities throughout Torrance County, their impacts in
Moriarty are shaped by local geography, development
patterns, and infrastructure systems. Understanding
how these hazards manifest locally, as well as how
conditions may be changing over time, is essential
for effective mitigation planning and for translating
countywide hazard information into local planning
considerations. The Torrance County Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan classifies drought, extreme heat,
flooding, severe weather, and wildfire as worsening
hazards based on available trend data.

Severe Weather

Severe weather is a recurring concern for Moriarty
and includes high winds, thunderstorms, hail, light-
ning, and periods of extreme temperature. These
events occur throughout the year, with increased
activity during spring and summer months, and often
develop rapidly. Severe weather may produce strong
straight-line winds, brief periods of intense rainfall,
hail, lightning strikes, and temperature extremes over
localized areas.

Severe weather conditions can damage roofs, signage,
fencing, vehicles, and exposed infrastructure, par-
ticularly where structures are older or where man-
ufactured housing is present. Wind-driven debris,
power disruptions, and lightning-related impacts can
pose risks to public safety and may temporarily affect
emergency response and basic services.

The Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
indicates that severe weather conditions are worsen-
ing, with data suggesting that incidences of severe
weather are likely to increase due to changing climate
conditions. As a result, maintaining resilient infra-
structure, reliable access routes, and effective coordi-
nation with regional partners is an important consid-
eration for planning and emergency preparedness.”

25. Ibid.

May 2025

Torrance County, New Mexico
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Update

Encompassing:

® Torrance County, New Mexico

e Village of Encino

* Town of Estancia

* City of Moriarty

¢ Town of Mountainair

® Village of Willard

e Central Tri-County Soil and Water
Conservation District
Claunch-Pinto Soil and Water
Conservation District

East Torrance Soil and Water
Conservation District

Prepared By:
Blue Umbrella Solutions

Torrance County, New Mexico
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Update May 2025

Tahle 3: Participating Stakeholders

Title Jurizdiction or Agency
Fue Cluef Tormance County Fire Department
Planning & Zommg Dhrector Torrance County Planning & Zonms
Eoad Supermtendent Torrance County Eoad Department
County Manager Tomance County
Fie Chief Estancia
Zonng Officer Estancia
Mavor Estancia
Chief of Police Estaneia
Mavor Monarty
Plarming & Fomng Admimstrator Monarty
Public Works Drector IMonarty
Mavor Mountamar
Fue Cluef Mountaimair
Plamming & Zommg Chair Mountainair
Public Works Supervisor Mountainair
Techmieal Partner Coordinator Earth Data Analysis Center, UNM
Admm Contractor Claunch-Pinto SWCDH
Admm Assistant Claunch-Pinto SWCD

Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP
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Severe Winter Weather

Severe winter weather events in Moriarty may in-
clude snow, ice, and freezing rain. Even relatively
short-duration winter storms can create hazardous
travel conditions on local roads and along I-40, af-
fecting residents, emergency responders, and region-
al freight movement.

Winter weather events may disrupt daily activities,
delay emergency response, and place additional de-
mands on public works and emergency services. The
Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan notes
that while the overall occurrence of severe winter
weather may be improving, individual severe winter
weather events may still increase in intensity or vari- g,y rce: Torrance County, NM LHMP; FEMA
ability due to changing climate conditions. Mitigation
planning therefore continues to emphasize pre-
paredness, equipment readiness, and coordination to
maintain access and safety during storm events.”

Drought

Drought is a persistent and long-term hazard affect-
ing Moriarty and the surrounding region. Periods of
below-average precipitation may develop over ex-
tended timeframes and can affect water availability,
vegetation health, and overall environmental condi-
tions.

According to the Torrance County Local Hazard

Mitigation Plan, drought conditions are worsening, Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP; Torrance County and
with available data indicating that the rate of drought  Janey Camp, NOAA NCEI State Climate Summary 2022 for
occurrence is increasing. Prolonged drought condi- New Mexico

tions may place additional demands on water system

operations, affect agricultural activity, and contribute

to environmental stress. These conditions under-

score the importance of water conservation, efficient

infrastructure management, and long-term planning

to support sustainable water use.”

Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP; Torrance County and
Janey Camp, NOAA NCEI State Climate Summary 2022 for
New Mexico

26. Ibid.
80 27.Ibid.



Flooding

Although Moriarty is located in an arid region,
flooding remains a concern due to short-duration,
high-intensity rainfall events and localized drainage
limitations. Flooding typically occurs when storm-
water runoft exceeds the capacity of existing drainage
systems, resulting in roadway ponding, erosion, and
impacts to adjacent properties.

The Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
indicates that flood conditions are worsening, not-
ing that while overall rainfall occurrence may have
lessened, the number of heavy rainfall events has in-
creased. Additionally, increased wildfire and drought
conditions have exacerbated conditions related to
flash flooding. Certain areas of the city experience
recurring stormwater challenges that can affect trans-
portation safety, emergency access, and infrastruc-
ture integrity.*

Effective stormwater solutions require coordination
within internal City operations and with outside
agencies such as Torrance County, the New Mexico
Department of Transportation, and federal trans-
portation partners. Maintaining functional drainage
infrastructure is a critical component of emergency
response and long-term community resilience.”

Wildfire

Wildfire risk in Moriarty is influenced by drought
conditions, grassland fuels, and periodic high winds.
While the city is not heavily forested, grass fires can
spread rapidly and pose risks to structures, utilities,
and transportation corridors.

The Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
identifies wildfire conditions as worsening, noting
that increased extreme heat and drought have exacer-
bated conditions related to wildfire events. These fac-
tors may increase the potential for fire ignition and
rapid spread during periods of elevated fire danger.
Wildfire mitigation considerations therefore include
vegetation management, defensible space practices,
and coordination with fire protection agencies to
reduce exposure and support effective response.®

28. Ibid.
29. Ibid.
30. Ibid.

Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP; Torrance County and
Janey Camp

Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP; Torrance County and
Janey Camp

Source: Torrance County, NM LHMP; Torrance County and
Janey Camp
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Planning Implications

The hazard conditions affecting the City of Mori-
arty have direct implications for how the commu-
nity plans for growth, invests in infrastructure, and
protects public safety. Natural hazards do not affect
all residents, neighborhoods, or facilities equally. Vul-
nerability in Moriarty is shaped by a combination of
social factors, housing characteristics, and infrastruc-
ture conditions, all of which should be considered in
local planning and investment decisions.

Certain populations, including older adults, individ-
uals with disabilities, households with limited finan-
cial resources, and residents without reliable trans-
portation, may face greater challenges preparing for,
responding to, and recovering from hazard events.
Housing characteristics also influence risk exposure.
Manufactured homes and older structures are gen-
erally more susceptible to damage from high winds,
hail, and temperature extremes. These conditions
reinforce the importance of integrating hazard miti-
gation considerations into land use planning, housing
policy, and service provision in a manner that reflects
Moriarty’s demographic and housing profile.

Protecting critical facilities and essential infrastruc-
ture is central to community resilience. Incorporating
risk reduction strategies into capital improvement
planning helps maintain continuity of operations
during and after hazard events. Schools, emergency
services, municipal buildings, water systems, trans-
portation corridors, and stormwater infrastructure
must remain functional under stress conditions. In
Moriarty, stormwater infrastructure represents a par-
ticularly significant planning priority due to docu-
mented flooding concerns in certain areas of the city.
Addressing these vulnerabilities through long-range
planning and coordinated investment can reduce
long-term costs and improve public safety outcomes.

Because many hazards and infrastructure systems ex-

tend beyond municipal boundaries, effective mitiga-
tion requires coordination among local, county, state,
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and federal partners. The City should continue to col-
laborate with Torrance County, regional emergency
management agencies, and transportation partners
such as the Federal Highway Administration and

the New Mexico Department of Transportation to
address shared risks. This coordination is especially
important for stormwater and transportation infra-
structure that serves both local and regional needs.

The Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
provides the primary framework for identifying pri-
ority hazards and recommended mitigation actions.
As a participating jurisdiction, Moriarty should rely
on the LHMP for project identification and prioriti-
zation, incorporating those strategies into local plan-
ning, budgeting, and capital improvement processes
rather than duplicating them in this Comprehensive
Plan.

Hazard mitigation considerations should be system-
atically integrated into land use planning, develop-
ment review, infrastructure investment, and capital
programming. Strategies should be coordinated with
the City’s water planning, stormwater management,
transportation planning, and capital improvement
efforts to ensure consistent and fiscally responsible
implementation. Development decisions should
avoid increasing exposure to known hazard areas,
particularly in locations with recurring flooding

or other documented risks. Public education and
outreach should remain an ongoing component of
mitigation efforts, helping residents understand local
hazards and improve preparedness.

Together, these planning implications support the
City’s hazard mitigation goal and objectives. By
addressing identified vulnerabilities, coordinating
across jurisdictions, and implementing mitigation
strategies identified in the Torrance County Lo-

cal Hazard Mitigation Plan, Moriarty can reduce
long-term risk, protect public health and safety, and
strengthen overall community resilience.



HAZARD MITIGATION
GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Goal 13
N

Protect community health and safety.

1. Participate in and support the implementation and ongoing management of
mitigation actions identified for the City of Moriarty in the Torrance County Local
Hazard Mitigation Plan, as resources and opportunities allow.

2. Promote emergency preparedness by increasing awareness of the Torrance
County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

3. Coordinate with the FHWA and NMDOT to plan, design, and implement
drainage systems for Main Street and the northeastern quadrant of the City as
priority areas for stormwater management.
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Comprehensive Plan

Goals & Objectives

Goals

Objectives

1. Ensure appropriate
locations for all land use
activities.

1.

Maintain an effective Comprehensive Plan by reviewing and
updating policies and strategies every 5 to 10 years to align with
community needs and development goals.

. Ensure effective zoning ordinances by reviewing and updating

the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance on a 5 to 10-year cycle
following updates to the Comprehensive Plan.

Protect the integrity of established residential neighborhoods
through the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.

. Encourage infill development in areas with existing infrastructure

by allowing a mix of low-intensity residential and light commercial
uses.

Encourage airport-related industries to locate near the airport
through coordination with Torrance County.

Limit residential development near the airport through
coordination with Torrance County.

. Establish a Memorandum of Understanding with Santa Fe and

Torrance Counties to coordinate on development near city limits.
Review and update the City’s adopted master-planned community
plans, including the King Ranch Master Plan, Mountain View Park
Master Plan, and Tillery Plan, to determine whether their land

use assumptions, infrastructure needs, phasing strategies, and
development concepts remain consistent with current conditions,
community priorities, water availability, and long-term growth
objectives.

2. Maintain the appear-
ance of a clean and
scenic community.

. Ensure consistent enforcement of land use regulations through

the establishment and maintenance of a permanent Code
Enforcement office with dedicated, ongoing staff.

Create a publicly-available Unified Code of Ordinances that
includes the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.

Continually update and enforce the Nuisance Ordinance every 5
years.
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3. Provide adequate
and affordable housing
options.

. Support programs that assist homeowners and landlords with

repairs, weatherization, and energy upgrades, and collaborate
with organizations such as Housing New Mexico to preserve and
enhance the city's existing affordable housing stock.

. Support the development of housing options such as accessory

dwelling units (casitas), tiny homes (typically under 400 square
feet), barndominiums and condominiums in appropriate locations.

. Provide opportunities for the development of single-family homes

on small lots (starter homes) by reducing minimum lot size
requirements in areas with sufficient infrastructure.

. Promote varied and affordable housing options through low-to-

moderate density multi-family housing development along major
corridors such as Route 66 and NM 41.

. Coordinate with Torrance County, regional municipalities, and

relevant public, private, and nonprofit agencies to develop and
implement a Housing New Mexico Affordable Housing Plan.

4. Maintain a
comprehensive, safe,
and efficient street
network.

. Coordinate with the Mid-Region Council of Governments through

participation in the Mid-Region Regional Transportation Planning
Organization (MRRTPQO) Committee.

. Evaluate the need for a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) for proposed

developments on a case-by-case basis.

. Expand enforcement of existing parking requirements and traffic

laws for heavy commercial vehicles.

. Adopt an Idling Ordinance for heavy commercial vehicles parked

within municipal boundaries.

. Undertake a comprehensive interchange study of the City’s three

interchanges to evaluate improvement strategies in coordination
with state and regional transportation agencies.

5. Strengthen the
City's multi-modal
transportation network.

. Explore opportunities to provide transit and/or carpooling

programs for residents in need of alternative transportation
options.

. Prioritize infrastructure development that promotes active

transportation, such as walking and cycling.

. Continue to improve and promote the Moriarty Municipal Airport

as a reliever airport to the Albuquerque metropolitan area.

. Evaluate context-sensitive reconfiguration options for Route 66

that improve safety for all road users.

6. Enhance community

appearance and safety.

. Continue to lead and promote organized clean-up days with local

partners.

. Expand night lighting for safety in targeted, high-traffic areas such

as Route 66 and NM 41.
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7. Improve and maintain
public services and
facilities.

. Create an Asset Management Plan that accounts for all assets

managed by the Public Works Department.

Explore the expansion of revenue sources for public facilities
through the use of impact fees, bond elections, user fee
programs, special assessment districts, or other statutory means
available to the City.

Support the location or renovation and upkeep of senior facilities,
services, and businesses.

Improve the Moriarty Public Library System and explore
opportunities to expand facilities and promote distance learning or
other educational resources.

Seek Federal or State funding to install renewable energy
systems on municipal facilities.

Expand microgrids powered by renewable energy to enhance
resilience and reliability of the local grid, particularly for critical
facilities and vulnerable populations during outages.

Improve the appearance of major highways and corridors through
landscaping and maintenance.

Establish a committee for open space planning and management.
Focus City resources on improvement and maintenance of
existing parks and open space, rather than expansion.

8. Continue to strengthen
emergency services.

. Continue to improve and modernize the emergency services,

facilities, infrastructure, and equipment in the community.

Explore Federal and State funding opportunities to address police
staffing shortages.

Continue to improve Insurance Service Office (ISO) rating for fire
protection in order to upgrade City fire services and to decrease
homeowner’s insurance costs.

9. Maintain clean, safe,
and sustainable water
systems.

w N

. Prepare and maintain an up-to-date 40-year water plan as

required by the Office of the N.M. State Engineer to ensure
adequate water resources and sufficient water rights to meet
projected future demands.

Promote water conservation programs.

Explore ways to evaluate local development for long-term water
availability.

10. Improve and maintain
adequate water and
wastewater infrastructure

. Provide adequate wastewater collection and treatment for all

residences, businesses, and industries in the City.

Require large-scale developments to provide a water and
wastewater availability statement.

Ensure that the Asset Management Plan addresses the
improvement of pumping and storage capabilities and
minimization of leakage throughout the water distribution system.
Improve the effluent and stormwater reuse system to provide
landscape water for City parks and recreation fields.
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11. Leverage Moriarty's
unique assets to drive
sustainable economic
growth.

. Explore participation in the New Mexico MainStreet Program to

strengthen corridor revitalization efforts and support downtown
and Route 66 reinvestment.

. Promote Route 66 and the Salt Missions Trail as development

themes and special corridors within the community.

. Leverage Moriarty's location and existing community facilities to

promote regional economic activities such as conferences and
conventions.

. Utilize local events to promote economic development

opportunities and support local businesses.

12. Support local
businesses and
entrepreneurs.

. Market and support development within the Moriarty Business

Park to attract light industrial, logistics, manufacturing, and
employment-generating uses that diversify the City’s tax base.

. Explore opportunities to expand internet services throughout the

city to improve business competitiveness and support remote
work opportunities.

. Support and promote Workforce Connection of Central New

Mexico to improve the skills and abilities of the local workforce
through education, drop-out intervention, and literacy programs.

. Encourage dual enrollment partnerships between public school

districts and higher education institutions.

. Create partnerships with local businesses and educational

institutions to promote job training programs aligned with targeted
industries.

. Continually review and streamline regulatory processes

to promote efficiency and accessibility for businesses and
developers.

. Continue to update the City website and establish and maintain

the City's presence on social media to improve communication
and business outreach.

13. Protect community
health and safety.

. Participate in and support the implementation and ongoing

management of mitigation actions identified for the City of
Moriarty in the Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, as
resources and opportunities allow.

. Promote emergency preparedness by increasing awareness of

the Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

. Coordinate with the FHWA and NMDOT to plan, design, and

implement drainage systems for Main Street and the northeastern
quadrant of the City as priority areas for stormwater management.
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Acronym & Abbreviation

A-R
Agricultural Residential. Zoning district.

AADT

Average Annual Daily Traffic. Used in transportation
and traffic-count analysis.

AC

Asbestos Cement. Used in reference to water service
line materials.

ACS

American Community Survey. U.S. Census Bureau
dataset used for demographic, housing, and econom-
ic analysis.

ADA

Americans with Disabilities Act. Used in reference to
accessible infrastructure and senior services.

CCR

Consumer Confidence Report. Annual drinking
water quality report.

C-1

Light Commercial. Zoning district.

C-2

Heavy Commercial. Zoning district.

DWI

Driving While Impaired. Used in reference to the
Memorial of Perpetual Tears.

EMS

Emergency Medical Services. Used in reference to
fire and ambulance services.

EMT

Emergency Medical Technician. Used in reference to
emergency medical staffing.

EPA

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Used in ref-
erence to the Lead and Copper Rule Revisions.
FEMA

Federal Emergency Management Agency. Used in
reference to floodplain mapping and hazard mitiga-
tion.

FHWA

Federal Highway Administration. Used in transpor-
tation safety and drainage coordination.
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Glossary

GED

General Educational Development. Used in educa-
tional attainment discussion.

GPS

Global Positioning System. Used in reference to air-
port approaches.

H+T Index

Housing + Transportation Index. Used in housing
affordability analysis.

HDPE

High-Density Polyethylene. Used in reference to
water service line materials.

HFIN

High Fatal and Injury Network. Used in reference to
crash and safety mapping.

-40

Interstate 40. Major east-west interstate through
Moriarty.

ICIP

Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan. Used in
capital project planning.

IFSAC

International Fire Service Accreditation Congress.
Used in reference to firefighter training and certifica-
tion.

1ISO

Insurance Services Office. Used in reference to fire
protection ratings.

LHMP

Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. Used in reference to
the Torrance County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

LRTS

Long-Range Transportation System. Used in refer-
ence to transportation planning guidance.

M-1

Manufacturing and Industrial District. Zoning dis-
trict.

MCLs

Maximum Contaminant Levels. Used in reference to
drinking water quality standards.



MPD

Master Planned Development. Zoning district and
future growth area designation.

MRCOG

Mid-Region Council of Governments. Regional
planning agency that prepared the plan in collabora-
tion with the City.

MRMPO

Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization.
Housed within MRCOG; prepared the population
forecast for Moriarty.

MRRTPO

Mid-Region Regional Transportation Planning Or-
ganization. Regional transportation planning body

referenced in transportation coordination objectives.

MTP

Metropolitan Transportation Plan. Transportation
planning document referenced in relation to the
LRTS Guide.

NM

New Mexico. State abbreviation; also used in state
highway names.

NM 41

New Mexico State Highway 41. Major north-south
corridor through Moriarty.

NM 333
New Mexico State Highway 333. Historic Route 66 /
Main Street corridor through Moriarty.

NMED

New Mexico Environment Department. Used in ref-
erence to wastewater regulatory compliance.

NMDOT

New Mexico Department of Transportation. State
agency responsible for state-owned transportation
corridors.

NMSA

New Mexico Statutes Annotated. Used in reference
to the legal framework for comprehensive planning.
PVC

Polyvinyl Chloride. Used in reference to water ser-
vice line materials.

R-1

Conventional Residential Zone. Zoning district.
R-2

Cluster Residential. Zoning district.

R-3

Mobile Home Residential. Zoning district.
RTSAP

Regional Transportation Safety Action Plan. Trans-
portation safety planning document.

RV

Recreational Vehicle. Used in housing unit classifica-
tions.

SDWA

Safe Drinking Water Act. Used in reference to drink-
ing water quality compliance.

S-U

Special Use District. Zoning district.

TIA

Traffic Impact Analysis. Used in development review
and transportation objectives.

UNM

University of New Mexico. Referenced in relation to
population forecast inputs.

U.S.

United States. Used in references to the U.S. Census
Bureau, U.S. Post Office, and national comparisons.
US 285

U.S. Route 285. Regional highway connection north
of Moriarty.
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Funding Sources

For the City of Moriarty

Funding Source Description Relevant
Goals
Department of Finance | The Capital Outlay Bureau of the Department of Finance and Administration 1-13
and Administration worked with the Grant Plant to digitize the Catalog of Local Assistance
and the Grant Plant's | Programs. The catalog is comprehensive list of both state and federal
NM Catalog Of Local | programs intended to assist local entities by way of matching their unique
Assistance Programs | needs and goals with available resources.
New Mexico The AWD Program creates opportunities for young and beginning farmers 11,12
Department and ranchers, including students, to gain work experience in agriculture that
of Agriculture can turn into careers and thus support New Mexico’s agricultural future. The
Agricultural Workforce | program provides incentives to New Mexico agricultural businesses to hire
Development (AWD) interns. This program typically opens in June each year and remains open until
Program all the funds are allocated.
Acequia and The Acequia and Community Ditch Fund Act (ACDF) is established to provide |9,10
Community Ditch Fund [ financial assistance for acequia and community ditch systems. This assistance
helps develop hydrological studies, acquire technical and legal research, and
other services necessary to conserve and protect water. The ACDF helps New
Mexico’s future through the adjudication of water rights. This program accepts
applications year round.
New Mexico Every year, NMDA awards grants to implement on-the-ground projects that 1,6,11,12
Department of involve one or more of the five soil health principles: keeping soil covered,
Agriculture Healthy minimizing soil disturbance on cropland and minimizing external inputs,
Soil Program maximizing biodiversity, maintaining a living root, integrating animals into land
management, including grazing animals, birds, beneficial insects or keystone
species, such as earthworms. Both governmental agencies and individuals,
businesses, or nonprofits can apply. The grants for individuals, businesses, and
nonprofits usually open in February, and grants for governmental organizations
usually open in April. Participation in conversation planning with USDA’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is required to be eligible.
USDA Rural This program provides loans to very-low-income homeowners to repair, 3
Development Section | improve, or modernize their homes, or it provides grants to elderly (over 62
504 Home Repair years of age) very-low-income homeowners to remove health and safety
Program hazards. Applications are open year round.
NM Energy$mart The NM Energy$mart Weatherization Assistance Program reduces energy 3
weatherization costs for low-income households by increasing the energy efficiency of their
assistance program homes, while ensuring health and safety. The New Mexico Mortgage Finance
Authority administers this program. Applicants must have an income at or
below 200% of the poverty to be eligible. Priority is given to the elderly and
families with children.
USDA Rural Provides grants to qualified organizations to help them carry out local self- 3
Development’s Mutual | help housing construction projects. Grant recipients supervise groups of
Self-Help Housing very-low- and low-income individuals and families as they construct their own
Technical Assistance | homes in rural areas. The group members provide most of the construction
Grants labor on each other’s homes, with technical assistance from the organization
overseeing the project.
New Mexico Tourism The New Mexico Clean and Beautiful Grant funds litter eradication, waste 2,8, 11

Department’s Clean
and Beautiful Grant

reduction, community beautification, youth empowerment, and program
development. It can be used for direct cleanup efforts or education and
awareness campaigns. This application cycle is usually open in the spring.
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Funding Source Description Relevant
Goals

New Mexico For the RAID Fund, at least two-thirds of budgeted grant money in each fiscal |2,6,7

Environment year is allocated to scrap tire abatement and recycling programs, and one-third

Department’s is allocated to abatement of illegal dumping and recycling of other solid wastes.

Recycling and lllegal Matching funds and in-kind contributions are not required but are encouraged.

Dumping Fund (RAID) | Projects are funded on a fiscal year cycle, from July 1 to June 30, each year.

Funded projects must be completed within the fiscal year.

Keep America This grant provides project funding to: promote public space recycling, public 2,6,7

Beautiful Community | space beautification or greenspace development through tree planting, and

Impact Grants litter prevention.

America Cleanup The Keep America Beautiful® Great American Cleanup® is the nation’s largest | 2, 8

program from Keep community improvement program taking place annually in an estimated 20,000

America Beautiful communities nationwide. It organizes volunteers to help with community
cleanups. The Great American Cleanup® annually engages more than 500,000
volunteers and participants, whose work returns, on average, more than $100
million in measurable benefits across thousands of participating communities.

This event takes place between March and June each year.

USDOT'’s Safe Streets | The SS4A program supports the development of a safety action plan that 4,5,13

for All (SS4A) identifies the most significant roadway safety concerns in a community, and
the program supports the implementation of projects and strategies to address
these roadway safety issues.

NMDOT’s Highway The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) is a core Federal-aid 4,5,13

Safety Improvement program with the purpose to achieve a significant reduction in traffic fatalities

Program (HSIP) and serious injuries on all public roads, including non-State-owned roads and
roads on tribal land. The HSIP requires a data-driven, strategic approach to
improving highway safety on all public roads with a focus on performance.

NMDOT’s The TPF is a state funded road project grant program. Eligible projects are in 4,5,9,13

Transportation Project | the following categories: (1) environmental and other studies; (2) planning; (3)

Fund (TPF) design; (4) construction; and (5) acquisition of rights of way necessary for the
development of transportation infrastructure, which includes highways, streets,
roadways, bridges, crossing structures and parking facilities, including all areas
for vehicular, transit, bicycle or pedestrian use for travel, ingress, egress and
parking. Local and tribal governments in New Mexico are eligible to apply for
state funded grants. Applications are due May 31 of each year, through the
local RTPO or MPO.

NMDOT’s Recreational | The program provides funding to develop and maintain recreational trails 59 1

Trails Program (RTP) | and trail-related facilities for both nonmotorized and motorized trail uses. In
addition to their recreational purpose, RTP-funded projects often provide
additional multimodal transportation options. Examples of trail uses include
hiking, bicycling, in-line skating, equestrian use, cross-country skiing,
snowmobiling, off-road motorcycling, all-terrain vehicle riding, and four-wheel
driving.

NMDOT’s TAP funds can generally be used for bicycle, pedestrian, and other non- 5,8, 11

Transportation motorized infrastructure and activities.

Alternatives Program

(TAP)

New Mexico New Mexico MainStreet supports economic revitalization and business 8, 11,12

MainStreet development. The program is administered by the New Mexico Economic

Development Department.
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Funding Source Description Relevant
Goals

New Mexico Regional Recreation This program can be utilized to plan, design, furnish/equip, 8,9, 11
Centers/Quality of Life Grant and construct recreational facilities to improve quality of life for

residents. This program is administered through the New Mexico

Department of Finance and Administration (DFA).
New Mexico Outdoor Recreation The Outdoor Recreation Trails+ Grant invests in conservation- 59, 11
Trails+ Grant minded shovel-ready projects. Examples include trail design or

construction, signage, river access, whitewater amenities, outdoor

classroom infrastructure, trailhead improvements, picnic shelters,

and wildlife viewing areas.
New Mexico Law Enforcement These funds are for state and local law enforcement agencies 8
Recruitment Fund to recruit commissioned law enforcement officers and civilian

personnel who directly support commissioned law enforcement

officers and crime reduction efforts. This program is administered

through the New Mexico Department of Finance and

Administration (DFA).
The Assistance to Firefighters Grant | Fire safety grants fund critically needed resources to equip and 8,13
Program from FEMA train emergency personnel, enhance efficiencies and support

community resilience.
Human Services Department’s Financial support from the RHCDF is intended to defray operating | 7
Rural Healthcare Delivery Fund losses, including rural health care provider or rural health care
(RHCDF) facility start-up costs, incurred in providing inpatient, outpatient,

primary, specialty or behavioral health services to New Mexico

residents.
USDA Rural Development Water & | This program helps eligible low-income communities plan and 9,10
Waste Disposal Predevelopment develop applications for proposed USDA Rural Development
Planning Grants in New Mexico water or waste disposal projects.
SEARCH - Special Evaluation This program helps very small, financially distressed rural 9,10
Assistance for Rural Communities | communities with predevelopment feasibility studies, design
and Households in New Mexico and technical assistance on proposed water and waste disposal

projects.
USDA Rural Development This program helps eligible communities prepare, or recover 9,10, 13
Emergency Community Water from, an emergency that threatens the availability of safe, reliable
Assistance Grants in New Mexico drinking water.
Drinking Water State Revolving The New Mexico Environment Department co-administers the 9,10
Fund Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) loan program with

the New Mexico Finance Authority (NMFA). This fund provides

low-cost financial assistance to public water systems to finance

the cost of repair and replacement of drinking water infrastructure;

to ensure compliance with drinking water regulations; and to

protect drinking water quality and public health.
US Bureau of Reclamation WaterSMART works cooperatively with states, tribes, and local 9,10, 13
WaterSMART grants entities as they plan for and implement actions to increase water

supply through investments to modernize existing infrastructure

and avoid potential water conflicts.
USDA Rural Development Healthy | The Healthy Food Financing Initiative (HFFI) provides loans, 9,10, 13

Food Financing Initiative (HFFI)

grants, and technical assistance resources to improve and
support access to fresh, healthy, affordable food in urban and
rural underserved communities.




Funding Source Description Relevant
Goals
FHWA National Scenic Byways The National Scenic Byways Program funds improvements 5,6, 11
such as byway facilities, safety improvements, and interpretive
information along roads in the United States that merit recognition
at the national level for their outstanding scenic, historic, cultural,
natural, recreational, or archaeological qualities.
NM Department of Information The Connect New Mexico Pilot Program aims to bridge the 7,12
Technology Connect New Mexico digital divide and foster socioeconomic progress by providing
Pilot Program infrastructure grants for broadband deployment to unserved and
underserved communities across New Mexico.
FEMA's Building Resilient Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) 10, 8, 13
Infrastructure and Communities supports states, local communities, tribes and territories as they
(BRIC) undertake hazard mitigation projects, reducing the risks they face
from disasters and natural hazards.
The Department of the Interior This program restores habitat connectivity for aquatic species 6,9, 13
Ecosystem Restoration program around the country and advances habitat restoration, invasive
species control, conservation of at-risk and listed species. It
includes $100 million for invasive species restoration.
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) The Farm Service Agency Microloan Program addresses the 11,12
Microloan Program financing needs of small, beginning, niche, and nontraditional
farm operations. Eligible operations may include truck farms,
direct-marketing operations, farmers’ market vendors, community-
supported agriculture operations, restaurants, grocery stores, and
farms using hydroponic, aquaponic, organic, or vertical-growing
methods. Loans are available for down payments on farms, as
well as for equipment, marketing, distribution costs, and other
expenses necessary to comply with OSHA requirements.
Dreamspring Provides capital to entrepreneurs who have difficulty accessing 11,12
traditional financing options.
LiftFund Provides SBA microloans, SBA 7(a) Community Advantage loans, | 11, 12
and resources to help new businesses succeed.
USDA Rural Development This program provides 1 percent low-interest loans to local 11,12
Department’s Intermediary lenders or “intermediaries” that re-lend to businesses to improve
Relending Program in New Mexico | economic conditions and create jobs in rural communities.
Rural Housing Site Loans Rural Housing site loans provide two types of loans to purchase 1,3

and develop housing sites for low- and moderate-income families.
Section 523 loans are used to acquire and develop sites only

for housing to be constructed by the Self-Help method. Section
524 loans are made to acquire and develop sites for low- or
moderate-income families, with no restriction as to the method of
construction.
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Other Relevant Resources

For The City of Moriarty

Resource Description Relevant
Goals
Cooperative Extension office The Cooperative Extension program is an agricultural assistance 9, 11,12
program run by NMSU, with offices all across the state. They are
managed at the county level. The offices offer technical assistance
with all aspects of agriculture in an area, from individuals and families
wanting to learn how to grow better or become certified Master
Gardeners, to commercial farmers seeking solutions for water, pest,
or crop management.
New Mexico Department of A cooperative weed management area (CWMA) is a partnership of 9,13
Agriculture’s Cooperative Weed | federal, state, and local government agencies, tribes, individuals,
Management Area Program and various interested groups to manage noxious weeds or invasive
plants in a defined area. Sharing of funding and resources is
usually the reason that most CWMAs are formed. They also work to
strengthen relationships between state, local, and federal agencies,
members of the public, and private businesses.
Small Business Development Small Business Development Centers help establish and grow small | 11, 12
Centers businesses. These centers offer first-rate assistance to individuals
starting a business, including workshops, market analysis, and
connections to additional resources. The Rio Rancho Small Business
Development Center is part of the New Mexico Small Business
Development Center Network. CNM is also a dedicated partner.
Rural Community Assistance Provides community and economic development resources, technical | 10, 11,
Corporation (RCAC) assistance, and advocacy services to rural communities. 12,13
Veterans Business Outreach The Veterans Business Outreach Center Program offers pre-business | 12
Center Program (VBOC) planning workshops, concept assessments, business-plan assistance,
feasibility analysis, entrepreneurial training, and mentorship to help
veterans establish and grow successful small businesses.
Homewise Homewise offers a variety of services to first-time and low-income 3
homebuyers in New Mexico. The organization can help eligible
residents secure a mortgage and access down payment assistance.
Mortgage Finance Authority The MFA has a variety of resources to help secure affordable housing | 3
(MFA) of New Mexico for New Mexico residents. They can help with elderly housing,
supportive housing, transitional housing, rental rights, and homeless
assistance.
DOE National Community Solar | This program works to expand Community Solar opportunities. 9,13
Partnership
Direct Technical Assistance Non-financial Direct Technical Assistance can provide holistic hazard |13

Communities

mitigation planning and project support at the earliest stages to
communities, tribes and territories requesting assistance. This helps
communities to reduce disaster damage, build community resilience,
and sustain successful mitigation programs.
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Appendix A: Community
Engagement Report
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Purpose of Community Engagement
Community engagement was a central component
of the City of Moriarty Comprehensive Plan up-
date. The purpose of the engagement process was to
provide residents, business owners, property own-
ers, community stakeholders, City staff, elected and
appointed officials, and other interested participants
with opportunities to share their priorities, concerns,
and ideas for Moriarty’s future. Because the Compre-
hensive Plan will guide long-term decisions related
to land use, housing, transportation, infrastructure,
water, public facilities, economic development, and
community character, the planning process needed
to be informed by community experience as well as
technical analysis.

The engagement process was designed to gather input
through multiple formats, including a community
survey, public meetings, open house events, outreach
at community events, business outreach, Planning
and Zoning Commission/Steering Committee dis-
cussions, coordination with City staff, and targeted
stakeholder conversations. This approach produced
both quantitative input, through survey responses,
and qualitative input, through open-ended survey
comments, meeting discussions, and direct conversa-
tions.

The project team made repeated efforts to provide
opportunities for public input, but participation
varied by format and was lower than anticipated in
some areas. The engagement record should therefore
be understood as meaningful and useful, but not as a
complete or statistically representative account of all
residents and stakeholders in Moriarty.

Outreach Activities

The City of Moriarty and MRCOG used sustained
outreach over the course of the plan update. En-
gagement began early in the project with discussions
involving the Planning and Zoning Commission,
which also served as the Comprehensive Plan Steer-
ing Committee, as well as survey development, a
public kickoff meeting, tabling, business outreach,
staff workshops, public presentations, and open
house events. The intent was to avoid relying on a
single meeting or survey and instead provide oppor-
tunities for participation throughout the process.
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Engagement activities included meetings with the
Planning and Zoning Commission/Steering Com-
mittee, coordination with City staff, tabling at local
events, outreach to business owners, and open house
events intended to share information and gather
feedback. Specific outreach activities included the
public kickoff meeting, National Night Out tabling,
Pinto Bean Fiesta tabling, community outreach at the
Moriarty Community Library and Moriarty Foods,
business owner outreach, an assets and challenges
workshop, meetings with local development interests,
survey gathering along Route 66, City Council and
Planning and Zoning/Steering Committee updates,
flyering for open house events, and public open
houses at community locations.

Participation was uneven across engagement formats.
The community survey generated the most substan-
tial source of public input, while attendance at public
open house events was low and follow-up feedback
through available communication channels was lim-
ited. As a result, the engagement process produced
stronger input through the survey, open-ended com-
ments, and targeted outreach than through the open
house format.

The planning process also included ongoing coor-
dination with City representatives for information
gathering, document review, and outreach support.
The Planning and Zoning Administrator provided
consistent coordination throughout the process.
Planning and Zoning Commission/Steering Commit-
tee meetings provided opportunities to review prog-
ress, discuss key issues, and help guide the direction
of the plan. As is common in long-range planning
efforts, the level of discussion and feedback varied by
topic, meeting, and stage of the process.

Community Survey and Participation
The community survey was the strongest and most
consistent source of public input during the plan-
ning process. The survey received 142 responses

and asked participants about major planning topics,
including land use, housing, transportation, water,
public facilities, emergency preparedness, economic
development, and community character. The survey
included both closed-ended questions and open-end-
ed questions, allowing the planning team to identify



measurable patterns while also preserving the nuance
of individual comments.

Survey respondents represented a range of relation-
ships to Moriarty. Respondents included people who
live within city limits, people who live outside the
city but nearby, people who work in Moriarty, peo-
ple who own property, people who own or operate
businesses, and people who visit or otherwise main-
tain connections to the community. This is important
because Moriarty functions not only as a municipali-
ty for its residents, but also as a service, employment,
transportation, and commercial hub for surrounding
rural areas.

The respondent pool also reflected some limitations.
Many respondents were long-time residents, and
homeowners and older adults were more heavily rep-
resented than renters and younger adults. This par-
ticipation pattern is common in voluntary planning
surveys and should be considered when interpreting
the results, particularly for topics such as housing
affordability, transportation access, and economic
opportunity.

Even with those limitations, the survey produced
consistent and meaningful findings. Concerns about
water availability appeared not only in the water
section, but also in comments related to growth,
housing, and infrastructure. Concerns about Route
66, Highway 41, vacant properties, and corridor
appearance appeared in land use, transportation,
and economic development responses. Similarly, the
desire to preserve Moriarty’s small-town and rural
character appeared throughout the survey, even when
respondents were discussing growth, business attrac-
tion, housing, or public facilities.

Because of this consistency, the survey results provide
useful guidance for the Comprehensive Plan. They do
not speak for every resident or stakeholder, but they
do clearly reflect the priorities of a substantial group
of engaged community members. The plan therefore
treats the survey as one important source of com-
munity direction, balanced with technical analysis,
City coordination, infrastructure constraints, policy
requirements, and later public review opportunities.

Major Themes from Community Input
Land Use and Growth

Community input showed mixed opinions about
Moriarty’s current balance of residential, commercial,
and open space areas. Some respondents felt the ex-
isting balance was appropriate, while others believed
the City needs a better mix of land uses. However,
responses were clearer when participants were asked
how and where Moriarty should grow in the future.
Many respondents supported focusing new devel-
opment in areas where City services and maintained
roads already exist. Open-ended comments frequent-
ly emphasized the importance of fixing what exists
before expanding outward.

This theme was especially strong in comments about
Route 66/Main Street, Highway 41, and existing com-
mercial areas. Respondents often pointed to vacant
buildings, aging motels, underutilized parcels, dete-
riorated properties, and key corridors as areas where
reinvestment should occur. Many participants ex-
pressed support for cleaning up and reusing existing
developed areas before pursuing outward expansion
or annexation. At the same time, some respondents
supported growth in specific areas, including the east
side of town, areas near the industrial park or airport,
and other locations where they believed development
could bring jobs or services.

The overall direction from community input is not
anti-growth. Rather, respondents generally expressed
a desire for growth that is deliberate, service-efficient,
and compatible with Moriarty’s rural and small-town
character. Participants showed interest in mixed-use
development, commercial development, low-density
residential neighborhoods, open space, and agricul-
tural land preservation. This suggests that future land
use policy should balance economic development
and housing needs with careful attention to scale,
infrastructure capacity, corridor appearance, and
community character.

Housing

Housing responses reflected concern about afford-
ability, rental availability, housing condition, and
the need for more flexible housing options. Respon-
dents were mixed on whether Moriarty has enough
housing overall, which suggests that perceptions of
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housing supply may vary depending on income, age,
household type, tenure, or desired housing format.
However, affordability emerged as a clearer concern.
Many respondents indicated that housing costs

are difficult to manage relative to local wages, and
open-ended comments frequently mentioned the
lack of quality rental options.

The survey also showed notable support for incre-
mental housing options. A strong majority supported
allowing accessory dwelling units, such as casitas or
small guest homes, on existing lots for multi-gener-
ational families. A smaller but still meaningful share
supported tiny homes as a housing option. These
responses suggest that many participants are open to
housing solutions that increase choice without nec-
essarily changing the overall character of established
neighborhoods.

At the same time, respondents raised concerns about
the condition and appearance of some existing hous-
ing, particularly older mobile homes and manufac-
tured housing. These comments suggest that housing
policy should not focus only on adding new units. It
should also consider rehabilitation, code compliance,
neighborhood appearance, infrastructure service,
and ways to improve the quality of existing housing
stock.

Transportation and Mobility

Transportation input showed that Moriarty remains
highly automobile-dependent. Nearly all survey
respondents rely on personal vehicles as their pri-
mary way of getting around. Other modes, including
walking, biking, rideshare, and public transporta-
tion, were used far less often. This reflects Moriarty’s
rural context, regional travel patterns, limited transit
options, and the importance of vehicles for accessing
jobs, services, and nearby communities.

Although respondents generally felt safer driving
than walking or biking, transportation safety was a
recurring concern. Participants identified road main-
tenance, traffic safety, sidewalks, and trails as top
priorities. Open-ended comments repeatedly men-
tioned potholes, deteriorated pavement, speeding,
poor drainage, lack of sidewalks, limited safe walking
routes, and conflicts with truck traffic. The TA truck
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stop area and other truck stop-related access points
were mentioned frequently as locations of conges-
tion, turning conflicts, and safety concerns.

The transportation input suggests that residents are
most concerned with practical improvements to the
existing system. Road maintenance was the highest
transportation priority, followed by traffic safety and
pedestrian improvements. While Moriarty will likely
remain vehicle-oriented, the survey shows that resi-
dents still want safer walking conditions, better side-
walks in areas where people already walk, improved
traffic control, and more attention to truck traffic and
corridor safety.

Water, Infrastructure, and Public Services

Water was one of the most consistent and important
themes in the engagement process. Respondents
identified drinking water quality and water supply/
reliability as top concerns. A strong majority agreed
that water availability should be a key factor in
deciding where new development can occur, and
respondents broadly supported greater cooperation
among entities in the Estancia Basin on long-term
water use and management. These results make clear
that community members see water not simply as a
utility issue, but as a central factor in Moriarty’s long-
term growth, sustainability, and quality of life.

Infrastructure and public facilities were also major
concerns. Survey respondents identified sewer and
wastewater infrastructure, public safety services, sol-
id waste and recycling, and parks as important areas
for attention. Satisfaction with public services and
facilities was generally neutral, with some dissatisfied
responses and fewer strongly positive responses. This
suggests that many respondents may not have ex-
treme dissatisfaction with City services, but still see
room for improvement and investment.

Emergency preparedness also emerged as an area
where public communication could be strengthened.
Many respondents reported that they were not fa-
miliar with Moriarty’s emergency plans, even though
a majority indicated that their own households had
some kind of emergency plan. Parks and recreation
input also suggested a practical preference for im-
proving existing parks and public spaces rather than



building entirely new facilities.

Economic Development

Economic development was a major priority across
the survey and open-ended responses. Respondents
expressed strong interest in attracting more local
small businesses, restaurants, retail options, health-
care services, and family-oriented amenities. Specific
business requests included sit-down restaurants,
coffee shops, grocery or general retail, medical clinics
or urgent care, veterinary services, entertainment op-
tions, and businesses that create better-paying jobs.
Some respondents also supported manufacturing,
agricultural-related businesses, and industrial devel-
opment in appropriate locations.

The economic development comments reflected
both optimism and frustration. Many participants
see Moriarty as having strong potential because of its
location, interstate access, Route 66 identity, available
land, and role as a regional service point. At the same
time, respondents expressed concern about vacant
buildings, corridor appearance, deteriorated proper-
ties, permitting, infrastructure limitations, and the
perception that the City has not always been easy for
new businesses to work with. Whether or not all of
these perceptions reflect current City practice, they
are important because they shape how residents and
potential business owners view Moriarty’s business
climate.

Commonly suggested strategies included infrastruc-
ture improvements, streamlined permitting, tax or
development incentives, workforce development,
support for small businesses, cleanup of Route 66,
reuse of vacant buildings, and stronger promotion of
existing assets. These responses suggest that econom-
ic development policy should be tied closely to land
use, infrastructure, corridor revitalization, housing,
and community appearance.

Community Character and Values

Despite concerns about infrastructure, housing,
transportation, and economic development, re-
spondents were strongly aligned on what they value
about Moriarty. Open-ended responses repeatedly
referenced the small-town feel, friendly people, rural
setting, open space, quiet lifestyle, family ties, com-

munity relationships, dark skies, and distance from
larger urban problems. Many respondents described
Moriarty as a place where people know each other,
help each other, and appreciate a slower pace of life.
Others emphasized views, space, agricultural heri-
tage, local history, churches, schools, the library, and
proximity to Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and surround-
ing communities.

This theme is important because it provides the
foundation for the Comprehensive Plan. Communi-
ty members are not simply asking for more growth
or less growth. They are asking for growth that fits
Moriarty. Maintaining Moriarty’s identity does not
mean avoiding change; rather, it means managing
change in a way that protects the qualities residents
value most.

Several comments also suggest that community char-
acter is tied to appearance, maintenance, pride, and
public investment. Respondents expressed concern
about trash, weeds, deteriorated buildings, vacant
properties, poorly maintained corridors, and the
appearance of key entryways. For many participants,
preserving small-town character includes improving
the look and function of existing places.

How Engagement Informed the

Comprehensive Plan

Community engagement directly informed the major
policy directions in the Comprehensive Plan. Across
the survey, public meetings, workshops, and stake-
holder conversations, several consistent planning
directions emerged.

First, the plan should support growth in areas where
infrastructure, services, and maintained roads al-
ready exist, while approaching outward expansion
carefully. This direction responds to community con-
cerns about sprawl, water availability, infrastructure
costs, and the need to reinvest in existing areas.

Second, the plan should prioritize reinvestment in
Route 66/Main Street, Highway 41, and other key
corridors. Community members repeatedly iden-
tified these areas as important to Moriarty’s image,
business climate, transportation function, and sense
of place. Corridor cleanup, reuse of vacant proper-
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ties, improved appearance, safer access, and targeted
development are all consistent with the input re-
ceived.

Third, the plan should support a wider range of
housing options while also addressing housing con-
dition and affordability. Survey respondents showed
support for accessory dwelling units and other
flexible housing options, while also raising concerns
about affordability, limited rentals, and older housing
stock.

Fourth, the plan should prioritize road maintenance,
traffic safety, and pedestrian improvements. Resi-
dents were clear that pavement condition, truck stop
congestion, speeding, sidewalks, and walking and
biking safety are practical issues that affect daily life.

Fifth, water should be treated as a central planning
factor. Survey respondents strongly supported using
water availability to guide development decisions
and expressed concern about both water quality and
long-term supply.

Sixth, economic development should focus on both
business attraction and the conditions that make
business investment possible. Respondents want
more restaurants, retail, healthcare services, enter-
tainment options, local businesses, and jobs. They
also identified infrastructure, permitting, incentives,
workforce development, corridor cleanup, and va-
cant property reuse as important tools.

Finally, the plan should preserve Moriarty’s small-
town and rural identity. This was one of the strongest
and most consistent values expressed through en-
gagement. Future growth, infrastructure investment,
housing policy, business development, and public
improvements should be evaluated in part by wheth-
er they strengthen or weaken the qualities that make
Moriarty recognizable to its residents.

Limitations of the Engagement
Record

The engagement results should be used with appro-
priate caution. The survey was voluntary and was
not designed as a statistically representative sample.
Homeowners, older adults, and long-time residents
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were more represented than renters and younger
adults. Some residents may not have known about
engagement opportunities, may not have had time
to participate, may not have felt comfortable partic-
ipating, or may not have been reached through the
communication methods available.

Open house attendance was limited, which reduced
the amount of in-person feedback received during
later stages of the process. Public comments through
email and phone were also limited. In addition,
review and feedback from City representatives varied
by stage of the process, as is common in comprehen-
sive planning efforts where participants are bal-
ancing planning work with regular responsibilities.
These conditions mean that some perspectives, es-
pecially those of younger residents, renters, less-en-
gaged residents, and certain operational areas, may
be underrepresented in the engagement record.

The planning team has therefore interpreted the in-
put conservatively. The strongest conclusions in the
plan are those supported by repeated themes across
survey responses, open-ended comments, meetings,
and technical analysis. Individual comments were
considered for context and insight, but were not
treated as standalone policy direction unless they
aligned with broader patterns or known planning
issues.

The limitations of the engagement process should
also inform implementation. As the City moves from
plan adoption to action, additional outreach should
be conducted for specific projects, code changes,
infrastructure investments, housing initiatives,
corridor improvements, and economic development
programs. Future implementation steps can help fill
gaps in participation and provide additional oppor-
tunities for residents, businesses, City departments,
and community partners to shape specific decisions.

Conclusion

The community engagement process for the Mori-
arty Comprehensive Plan provided a meaningful
but not comprehensive foundation for the plan’s
goals, policies, and implementation strategies. The
planning team made repeated efforts to gather input
through meetings, outreach events, business out-



reach, open houses, public updates, and a commu-
nity survey. The survey produced the strongest and
most substantive body of public input, while open
house attendance and follow-up public feedback
were lower than desired.

The input received was meaningful, internally con-
sistent, and useful for identifying major community
priorities. At the same time, the process did not
reach all segments of the community equally, and
participation varied across engagement formats. The
plan is not a perfect one-to-one representation of
every resident, business, stakeholder, City depart-
ment, or appointed body. It is a planning document
informed by the best available input, data, analysis,
coordination, and review received during the pro-
cess.

The major themes heard through engagement are
clear. Participants want Moriarty to reinvest in
existing corridors, improve infrastructure, address
water concerns, expand attainable housing options,
improve roads and transportation safety, support
economic development, and preserve the small-
town and rural character that residents value. These
themes provide a sound basis for the Comprehensive
Plan while also pointing to the need for continued
engagement during implementation.

Going forward, the City can strengthen the plan’s ef-
fectiveness by continuing to invite public input, sup-
porting cross-departmental coordination, and using
future project-level engagement to reach residents
and stakeholders who may not have participated in
the plan update. In this way, the Comprehensive Plan
can serve both as a reflection of the input received
and as a framework for continued community con-

versation, coordination, and decision-making.

Public Open House Activity and Discussion

Public Open House Activity and Discussion

List of Public Engagement Activities
The following list summarizes documented engage-
ment and coordination activities conducted as part
of the Moriarty Comprehensive Plan update. Naming
conventions have been standardized for readability.
The City of Moriarty Planning and Zoning Com-
mission served as the Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee; therefore, Planning and Zoning Com-
mission meetings attended as part of this process are
identified below as Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion/Steering Committee meetings. This list may not
include informal conversations, individual follow-up
communications, internal drafting coordination, or

other minor conversations.

Public Open House Activity and Discussion
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Date and Engagement Activity

May 15, 2025 - Planning and Zoning Commission/Steer-
ing Committee Meeting

June 28, 2025 - Public Kickoff Meeting

July 11, 2025 - City Coordination Meeting

July 18, 2025 - Community Outreach Tabling

July 24, 2025 - Community Outreach Tabling

August 5, 2025 - Community Event Tabling — National
Night Out

August 7, 2025 - Community Outreach Tabling

August 14, 2025 - Community Outreach Tabling
September 4, 2025 - Business Outreach

September 10, 2025 - Business Outreach

September 16, 2025 - Assets and Challenges Workshop —
City and County Staff

September 17, 2025 - Assets and Challenges Workshop —
Planning and Zoning Commission/Steering Committee
September 24, 2025 - Stakeholder Meeting — Residential
Development

September 27, 2025 - Community Event Tabling — Pinto
Bean Fiesta

October 3, 2025 - Business Outreach / Survey Collection
- Route 66

November 19, 2025 - Planning and Zoning Commission/
Steering Committee Meeting

January 21, 2026 - Planning and Zoning Commission/
Steering Committee Meeting

January 28, 2026 - City Council Update

February 10, 2026 - Stakeholder Discussion / Interview
February 12, 2026 - Public Safety Coordination / Event
Planning

March 23, 2026 - Open House Promotion

March 26, 2026 - Public Open House - Civic Center
April 8, 2026 - Open House Promotion

April 11, 2026 - Public Open House — Chili Hills Restau-
rant

May 19, 2026 - Feedback Gathering

May 20, 2026 - Planning and Zoning Commission/Steer-
ing Committee Meeting

Notes Taken During Assets and Challenges Workshop
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Community Event Tabling at National Night Out

Community Event Tabling at Pinto Bean Fiesta

Steering Committee Discussion and Workshop



Appendix B: Community
Survey Results
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2026

City of Moriarty Comprehensive Plan Survey

This survey will guide updates to the City of Mariarty’s Comgrahensive Plan. Your input will help the City
meet current and future needs while preserving the unique character of Mariarty. The survey should
‘take about 10 minutes to complete.

Land Use and Development

1. Do you feel Moriarty has a good balanee of residential, commercial, and open space areas?
[ Yes O No L Not sure

2. Should the City limit development to areas where City-managed water and sewer services are
available, and where roads are paved or maintained?

[ Yes [ No [ Not sure

3. Which land use types should be prioritized for future development? [Check all that apply)

[ Low Density Residential (single-family housing}

[ High Density Residential (multi-family housing)

[ Mixed-use (residential and commercial)

O Commercizl

O Industrial

O Agricultural

[ Parks and Open Space

4. If development ocours in the future, where should it be located?

Housing
5. Does Moriarty have enough housing?
[ ¥es O No O Mot Sure

6. 15 housing in Moriarty affordable?
[ Yes O No [ Not Sure

7. Should the City allows tiny homes [typically under 400 square feet) as a housing option?
O Yes O No O Not sure

8. Should the City allow small homes or guest units (casitas) on existing lots for multigenerational
families?
[ Yes L Mo [ Mot sure

O affordability
O other:

17, Should water availability be a factor in deciding new can happen?
[ Yes 0 Na O Not sure
12. Should there be greater cooperation between entities in the Estancia Basin regarding water use?
O Yes 0 No O Not sure

Parks, Facilities, and Services

19. How satisfied are you with public services and facilities?

O Very satisfied [J Somewhat satisfied (] Dissatisfied (] Not sure

20, Which i needs should be prioritized? (Please rank, 1=hi
[ Sewer and wastewater

[ Salid waste/racycling

Ol Improving existing parks

O] Building new parks
[1 Public safety services
[l Other:

Hazard Mitigation

21. Are you familiar with the City of Moriarty's emergency plans?

O¥Yes O No

22. Does your household have a plan for what to do in case of an emergency, like a wildfire, flood or
other natural disaster?

O ves O No

Economic Development

23. Which types of businesses would you maost like 1o see in Moriarty? (Select up to 3)

O Local { Small Businesses

O Retail

O Hospitality / Food

O Industrial / Manufacturing

0 Agricultural-Related

[ Other [please specify):

24. Are there any specific businesses, services, or industries you would like to see brought to
Moriarty? [Examples: 3 grocery store, veterinary clinic, coffes shop, manufacturing facility, etc.)

25, What do you think the City of Moriarty should da to attract or support new businesses?

9. Is itimportant for the City to expand affordable housing options?
[fes LI No LI Not sure

10. What is Moriarty's biggest housing challenge?

Transportation

11. What is your primary way of getting around Moriarty?
O Personal vehicle

O Walking

O Biking

[ Rideshars

O Other:

12. Do you feel safe from traffic-related dangers (like crashes, speeding, or reckless driving) when:

Driving? [ Yes [ No [ Not sure
Walking? [ Yes [ No I Not sure
Biking? [ Yes [J No [ Not sure

13, How far do you travel to

Mediczl services: ___ miles

Grocery store: _____ miles

14, Which transpartation improvements should the City prioritize? {Select top 3 priorities)
[ Road repair and maintenance

[ Sidewalks and trails

[ Street lighting

[ Public transportation

O New roads

O Other:

15. What is the biggest transportation-related challenge you face?

Water

16. Which water-related issues are most impertant to you? (Please rank, 1 = mest important)
O Drinking water quality

O Water conservation

O Expanding supply and reliability
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If development occurs in the future, where should it be located?
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What is the higgest transportation-related challenge you face?
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How satisfied are you with public services and facilities?

e .

Answeredt 133 Skipped: 8

Baticad

Heitner
satizfiad ner
dizzarsfed

Cimsatinfied

(a4 R 1 074 4R SR B4 T SCRL f=a LA 2L

ANSWER CHOICES ¥ RESMOMSES -
= Mot sura B0 1
= Saticfiad 1.30% ]
= Moithereaticfied ror dissatizfed 4T E10% =)
= Dissarzfad S5 58% 34
TOTAL 155
Q20 A2  Customize  Expon™

Which infrastructure needs should be prioritized? (1 = highest priority)

Snmwerect 105 Skippet 34

sewer and
wastswater
solid
wastsfracycling
Imprasing
auisting parks
Building new
parl
Public safaty
=arvices
] 1 z 3 + & & 7 =] ] o
=1 - - 3 T 4 - 3 T TOTAL ~ SCORE ~
»  S=werand wasrewarer el A 4381 ftry ] =g L.EE6%
3B 45 = 9 3 10k 400
*  Solid wastefrasyeling 257T% JEETH el MLz N43%
El pris] 44 12 2 108 3w
» Improwing existing parks 13.24% 13.33% Il 47.62% 130
E 4 e EQ 2 0B 280
= Building mew parks 1.0 4765 EET% 29819 BT 28%
z E 7 1E =] 108 162
v Fublic safTy sarvicas SE10% 1143% I0ETH a0 .37
4n ] bt g 20 0k 237
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Are you familiar with Moriarty's emergency plans?

Answered: 134 Skipped: 3

- _

0% 0% 20% 0% %5 S0 GO%E L] e ] 0% 0T

ANSWER CHOICES

~ RESPOMSES -
v ras .35 18
* Mo E8.05% mig
TOTAL 124
QEE o+ Cus ize Expeit™

Does your household have a plan for what to do in case of an emergency, like
a wildfire, flood or other natural disaster?

answerett 137 Skpped: 2

Wo

- _

Ler ] hlert) 20% b Lo e w0 BO%: TO% ooRe 30% 1T

ANSWER CHOICES ™ RESPOMNSES -
* feg J3.35% &0
= Mo 4.51% &7
TOTAL 1237
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Q23 O+ Cusiomize Export™

Which types of businesses would you most Like to see in Moriarty? (Select up
o 3)

Answerect 133 Skipped: 3

Losal | 8mall
ELEIEssES

Rl

Heapitelity [
Focd

NusLrial/

Manufachenng

Agllculural-Fe

lated

othe (pleise

epseifi)

03 0% D0% 30% 4DR BDM B TORL EDML O0W 100%
ANSWER CHOICES ¥ RESPOMSES -
= Loeal [ Small Businassas T2.20% 7
= Ratal 53 06% 79
= Hogpitality/ Faod e0 45k a1
* Inoustrial / Manufacturing 4350 gl
»  Agncultural-Related 3.34% 2l
* Cther (please specify) Responses 0% 13
Total Resporsdents: 134
Q23 8%  EponT

Are there any specific businesses, services, or industries you would like Lo see
brought to Moriarty? (Examples: a grocery store, veterinary clinic, coffee
shop, manufacturing facility, etc.)

Gnsweredt T4 Skipped: 23

RECPOMSES (114) WORD CLOUD TAGE (D) THEMATIC AHALYEIS Bata

customize
small theater medical McDonalds bowling alley
clinic Vet clinic coffee
shoo Grocery store manufacturing
Pharmacy
stores
hospital COffe €s h 0] p entertain ment
Tractor Supplys  rastaurants bowling
Veterinary clinic Walmart

Grocery Jobsurgent care Vet  manufacturing facility
Costco Sams Club movie theater

Humber of mentions

o snaBBEEE -
: =
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Q25 E%  ExpenT

What do you think the City of Moriarty should do Lo attract or support new
businesses? (Examples: tax incentives, streamlined permitting, infrastructure
improvemeants, workforce development, erc.)

Anzwerec- 113 Skipped- 26

PESPOMSES (113) WORD CLOUD TAGS (M) THEMATIC AMALYSIE Esta

) buildings
workforce development  infrastructure

city council business  streamlined permitting

“"" Tax incentives _incentives

new make

good infrastructure improvements
New Mexico city

. permitting community
advertising Stop

Humker =F mzntizrs

we vnaBBBEN -
’ :
=

oo
Q2G o+ Customize Expert™

How long have you lived in Moriarty?

Answeretk 127 Skipped: 12
Lass than 1
ERr
[+

1-10 years

Mare than 10
YEars

1 do noe live
In Monarty

W 2% 3Ws 0% 0% B0 TO% SR 8D THI%

ANSWER CHOICES *  RESPOMSES e
*  Lessthanyear ER:-E 4
* 1-10years 1BI™ z3
* [More than 0 yaars I3T% L]
» | do notlive in Moriarry 2358% 3
TOTAL 127
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Q27 a7 Customize Expori™

What is your connection to Moriarty?

Answerad: 127 Skipped: 12

Iliee in
Monarty

I'waork in
Mosiarty

| AN SOPETTY
in Monarty
| operata
bruzinesz in

Viorarty

Iwisit

regularty

Othar (plaass
=pzfyl

Lo Lt i I 0 b =] T =iy 0%  100%

ANSWER CHOICES ¥  REGPOMSES -
* |lveln Monarty S3.59% (1=
+ | 'worikin Mariany 12.60% e
=+ | own property in Mariary 1181% £
+ | opesabe 8 business in Maodsrty 315% 4
* [ vizit regularly B830% B
+ Other [please spesify) Riesponses 12.60% 1E
TOTAL 127
Q26 87  cCustomize  Exper™

What is your age group?
Answerad: 127 Skipped:12

Undsr 13

&=

E5+

@
*

o 103 209 0% 408 BD3 8030 TOR ame 0% 100

ANEWER CHOICEE ~ RESPONSES s
= Under18 236% 3
= 1834 204% E
- 0524 T g
- 3542 &% 15
» 4554 15.75% 0
- D35 BB 30
¥ Bit 3043% 45
TOTAL 127
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Q28

What is your annual household income before taxes?

Arewered: T30 Skipped: 13

Unger §10,000

Batween
§100,000 and
140,000
Batwasn
£150000 and
mE e

Qe £200,000

ANSWER CHOICES

w  Under 510,000

= Between §70,000 and $24,500
=  Batwsen 825,000 zo $45, 900

= Batween 830,000 and §74,952
=+ Batwsen 575000 and $55,933
¥ Barween 5100000 and $142.539
« Berween 5130000 and 133,555
¥ Owel 3200000

TOTAL

i

2

0%

3045 0%

0%

e0%

7D

=9 Customize

20% SO 1008

RESPOMSES
S.00%
156T%
o.67%
1567%
217%

13 83%
R ]
B

Expor™
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Q3 on

o+ Customize Export™

What is your gander?

Answeredt 14 Slapped: 15

Hiose of the
ooz

Fﬁah _

o 0% 209 e MR S0°% 0% 0% 3Dt S0% 0%

ANSWER CHOICES * RESPONSES !

* Mone of the shove 0.81% 1

* Female 43.39% &0

* [Male JDE1% 63

TOTAL 124
D3z

oo -
o+ Expoat

One last question. What is your favorite thing about living in Moriarty?

Answered: 118 Skipped: 23

RESPONSES (18] WORD CLOUD TAGES (0] THEMATIC ANALYSIS  EEta

e

problems Friendly peuplenice really ABQ

live need .
ulet work
rienay SMall town pegple o

Rural sn’lal.l City blg Cit'_‘”
ma,.,yMc:rrlarty )
community €€ grear
busi y
thing PUSINESS family
small town feel lOVE OpPeN spacearea ., 0
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2025 Monarty Comprehensive Plan Survey

Answersdt Bl  Shkipped: G1

RESPONSES

Make a concented effort to work against urban sprawl. Presenve ural character with larger land
tracts fior families, while still preserving privately owned open space on individual properties.
Priontize the small businesses in our community. Small family owned famsl ag business
supported, not cannabis or heavy pesticide use agriculture.

Clean up Rt 68 and keep it there

Main street, sast of 41, plenty of space thers
Annexation is necessary for balance future growth
In the abandoned arsas with structures

Omn the outskints

Betwesn estancia and monarty

East and west ends of town

Hwy 66 & Hwy 41 arsas

In all areas off of Central & old 66

East side of town

7

East end of 66 for Industnal (east of 41) Apt's south of 66 E of 41
Industrial park & airport for commerce

South of Moriarty

hiA

Grping east

Main 5t

Ciudad

wnsure

More entertainment facilities near the east side of town. Or anything at all. The east side is
wery neglected and nen-down

Mezet to laundry mat by park
Ot by the ainport

1. south of main {okd 66) between Hazel 5t and Paseo Ponientz south to center. 2 betwesn 41
and Broadway

At city limits on west, south and sastern borders

Mear the schools until hospials are built

Mot sure

Along Hay 41

Omn 66, and thr east side of town

First in the open areas around monarty then expand out

152

Q4 If development occurs in the future, where should it be located?

CATE
1L 3025 4:45 PM

1H1ArA025 4:38 PM
1H1ATM025 4:35 PM
1WLATH025 4:24 PM
1H1ATH25 4:22 PM
1HLArA025 4:20 PM
1HLArA025 4:15 PM
1LAr3025 4:10 PM
1H1AT7025 4:08 PM
1H1ATA025 4:04 PM
1MLAr2025 3:52 PM
1HLArA025 3:45 PM
1142025 3:36 PM
1H14r7025 3:28 PM
1MLArH025 3:26 PM
1HLArA025 3:19 PM
1HL0r2025 10:47 AM
1HI0r 2025 10:42 AM
10M00r 2025 10:05 AM
110025 9:30 AM
1ML0r2025 S:27 AM

1H10r 7025 9:18 AM
1HI0rA025 9:09 AM
110025 9:02 AM

10M10r 2025 B:55 AM
10Er 2025 4:01 PM
10002025 257 PM
1032025 1237 PM
W2002025 10:33 AM
O2003025 10:38 AM
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‘Where therg's space

Im the: town

Encourage development along G6 where we hawve dead buildings.

Past Lisa's truck stop

Tao the west

Along Rioute 65 Hwy 333 to the west

Im open available properties on 68

Easzy access to all, main street

A - make use of vacant properties in town; B - industiral park & east side of town
Ouster city limits:

Everywhers

Oy in areas supplying their own water - ideally @ City Industrial Park for comm_findustrial
Im main city off RL. 66

Mclimtosh

Amywhers in our county (Tomance) We could use low income housing in Mountainair.
Link

To south

East between main street light and Lisa's truck stop, west of Parkwood

Entre Moriarty y Mcintzsh

East maybe north

‘Where individuals, builders, and developers have identified a nesd

Nowhers Stop destroying our peaceful way of life

Commerical on old Route 66 {east)

South of Moriarty

City limits

Im the industral park

Open lands south of main street and east of Hay 41. But family owning land don't put
community developrment as a prionty.

All ower

| think where depends on the type of development. In larger cifies cerain areas are zoned for
cernain development. This keeps areas homogenesous and inapproprate building out of areas.

Centrally
Moriarty
Main roads such as it 66 and 33 in Moriarty

‘We need growth in Moniarty. This town is s0 behind, there are mo jobs or opportunities for
residents here. Once this was a good thing but times have changed. Monarty needs to thrive.

Dutside of mioriamty

Althowgh this is an ambiguous Question, for the near future, mixed use residential and
commencial should be limited to the city limits whene senvices are available But the city
=hould long term plan for annexations and growth as the Rio Grand Valley grows evermore

273

S2602025 5:00 PM
S2502025 622 PM
Q2502025 5:37 PM
Q2512025 5:26 PM
982025 6:08 PM
9912025 5:26 PM
BI2512025 4: 76 PM
82502025 4:23 PM
812502025 4:18 PM
8252025 4:13 PM
BI2512025 4:09 PM
82502025 4:0d PM
812512025 3:53 PM
8252025 245 PM
82502025 240 PM
825025 325 PM
BI2502025 11:20 AM
B25IA0E5 11:06 AM
82502025 10:55 AM
812502025 10:41 AM
82502025 0:05 AM
82212025 1:49 PM
B2220E5 11:43 AM
82202025 11:28 AM
B22A0E5 11:22 AM
8222025 11:12 AM
B220E5 10:29 AM

82202025 10:11 AM
812025 12:31 PM

8572025 5:57 PM
BAIA025 12:70 AM
81312025 12:45 PM
T2802025 10:13 PM

TI2B02025 B:12 PM
T220H025 0:17 AM
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20235 Monarty Comprehensive Plan Survey

expensive and restrained, a natural growth Eastward for affordable housing and lifestyle
changes demand changes and emenges.

Im or ancund the city limits.

Ampwhere at this point we have nothing

Morth across |-40 and East end of town. Truck traffic on the west end is difficult
Rte 66 Hwy 41

‘Wherz people want and need it

Where land can be sold to developers at a fair market prce

Fill in the gap=s. Main street and other areas look like a ghost town because nothing was built
to replace buildings as they aged out. We look like we're dying not thriving.

Whers thers is appropriate space for the project needed.
Everywhere

Morth of 1-40

Near the airport

The east side of town

Main street could use some other commercial spaces, maybe some businesses for
recreational use like bowling, industrial in our industrial area and in the unincorporated areas.
We also need apartments, so many people are looking to rent with nothing o rent.

Im town mear the librany
East end of city and norh of freeway.

A lot of existing commercial needs w be redeveloped mostly at the west end of town. At the
intersection of 41 and &6 there's that big empty lot such a waste. There's also the big lot that's
sputh of the Borary. All of that reguires infrastructure. They need to parner with a developer
and get things maving.

3/3

T2002025 B:10 PM
TR2002025 B:07 PM
TR2002025 5:45 PM
TR2002025 2:50 PM
THTIA0E5 0:27 PM
THAPES 0:55 PM
TIA2025 3:48 PM

TI22025 3:43 PM
TI22025 10:31 AM
TI2025 5:36 PM
B30A025 6:57 AM
GR2812025 11:25 AM
B27I2025 12:36 PM

B27I2025 11:06 AM
B2602025 4:13 PM
B'10/2025 11:05 AM
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Answered: 86  Skipped: 46

RESPONSES
Potholes

Semi traffic needs to be addressed wi' safety in mind
Safe walking

Saving up for a form of transportation

Road condition and future costs

Safety

Feal =afe except for around the truck stop like the TIA, the foreigners pull right out in front of
you and there’s never any police anound. Biggest challenge amound the truck stops.

Potholes

Crriving through stop lights that aint on

Trucks

Pot holes

Roads are homible pot holes everywhere

Access to north side of freswsy

Feals safe most of the time except near tuck stops. | don't walk anymore because of dogs

jumping fences and sketchy people out. | love to bike when | can but there are no bike locks to

stop at stores. Potholes and tog manyu semi's.

hone

Gas prices

hone

Bumpy dint mads cause wear and damage to vehicles
hone

Slow drivers on 66

Potholes

Bike Trail=

Accessibility to roads when coming off G66/333 at TA, needs rmore rmain reads or traffic ights
due to back up from semis.

Route 66 & Moutain Valley needs a street light, accidents on Rt 66 near 217/Mountain Valley
Bad Roads

No busses or vans

Gas iz expensive

Gas prices. Homble road maintenance, pot holes. cracked roads, ect.

People not following the law on yellow line

‘Water flooding up mot proper imgation

1/3

(215 What is the biggest transportation-related challenge you face?

DATE
10152025 12:30 PM

101472025 4:46 PM
10 1AAA025 4:28 PM
10472025 4:26 PM
10M14 2025 4:24 PM
10025 4:22 PM
1014025 4:20 PM

1OLAGA025 4:17 PM
1014025 4:15 PM
1014025 4:13 PM
1014025 4:10 PM
101472025 4:08 PM
1014025 4:04 PM
10142025 4:00 PM

10147025 3:54 PM
1014025 3:52 PM
1014025 3:45 PM
1014025 3:39 PM
10142025 3:36 PM
1014025 3:34 PM
10142025 3:28 PM
1OLAGA025 3:21 PM
1014025 3:12 PM

1OYLOF2025 1047 AM
10/ V2025 10:42 AM
101V 2025 9:33 AM
10002025 9:30 AM
LOYLOF025 927 AM
10 V2025 9:22 AM
10/ V2025 9:13 AM
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But kids on ATV's spead faster than cars down my road and I've sesn as many as 10 kids on
one.
Hawing to walk on roads because there are so few sidewalks
Maintaining vehicle

Meed an intersection by the TA Travel Cener It can get way too congested with the tucks
trying to tum out of there.

Semi trucks and no side walks

Tractor traikers no following the law. This is a difficult town for student drivers to leam safely
Poorly maintained roads

Heawy traffic to cross at TA @ W0 exit, and the pilot {41 and Abrahams.

Pot hales at Pilot

The 1B wheelers coming into town and leaving the tuck stops

Rough roads, lack of maintenance

To enjoy a vanety of foods or entertainment, we have to drive elsewhers because we have so
few options in Moriarty. We have our own vehicle and can go elsewhere. Young peopls and
those without wehicles don't. It's a shame.

The streets are in need of repaio

Poor roads without drainage

Ma

Places to be outdoors on trails

Semi traffic

Mone

Lots and lots of pothales

TA & 66 trucks back up traffic and don't always stop at stop signs
By TA truck stop

Gas is too high in area cormpared to bigger towns

unsafe - no patrols - strest racing - OWI - nondegal vehicles eg. dinbikes
Public transport

Flat tire - front tube has |eak needs air every few hours

Mo transporation programs for people to get anund

MiA&

TA comer | Hery 68 & access to nonth frentage

Mone

TA trawel - trucks

The 2 truck stops, TA and Pilot traffic is wery dangerous. Poory planned entrances and exits.
Very litfle traffic control.

Mone in Maorniary
Getting to Alb
There is none

Emergency access

212

101072025 9:09 AM

1YL0r2025 9:02 AM
10or 2025 2:57 PM
104232025 12:37 PM

G2003025 10:38 AM
2003025 10:38 AM
W26/2025 5:00 PM
2512025 B:39 PM
252025 6:539 PM
WASA0RS 6:22 PM
253025 6:03 PM
2503025 5:37 PM

25025 5:24 PM
W 2025 6:08 PM
W02 5:26 PM
Wa2025 5:19 PM
825025 4:265 PM
B25AA025 4:23 PM
B25/2025 4:18 PM
B30T 4:13 PM
B250025 4:11 PM
82502025 4:09 PM
B25/2025 4:04 PM
B25/2025 3:53 PM
B2512025 3:45 PM
B250025 3:40 PM
B2SIA025 3:26 PM
B25A025 3:13 PM
B25/2025 3:08 PM
B2513025 11:20 AM
82502025 11:06 AM

82502025 10:41 AM
82502025 10:29 AM
82503025 10:11 AM
B25AA025 0:38 AM
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2025 Mornarty Comprehensive Plan Survey

backups at truck stops-Rt 86 & main st at freeway off ramp & MNMAL at freeway & pilot tuck
stop

Truck stop congestion

too mamy outsiders who drive it idiots ie don't know how to use a signal
Having to go to Albuguerque so much

Maintain roads and improve street paving

Poor mads causing vehicle damage

Mo public transportation

Hwy 41 overpass truck trafic and delay in emengency services.

Mone

The heawy truck traffic. Especially if there are highway back ups, the off ramps at the truck
stops aren't big enough for that traffic.

School bused
Too mamy trecks on the 40 impeding nomal traffic flow

Trying to get through the intersection at Rt 333 & the freeway off & on mmps, at the TA Treck
stop where trucks often block the intersection, coming in & going out. The TA tuck entrance
needs to be moved further down Rt 66

Semi parking where ever they want keep tnucks in truck stops
Pot hales, and no lights in traffic

Trucks Trecks and rmore Trecks. slowdy haphazardly and seemingly in 2 ush because it is
hard for them to get those big rigs out. There should be better mainienance of route 5.
medians ook temble and Salt and grave! from yester-years snow still prevalent.

Poorty maintained roads, and snow rermioval.
The up keep or maintenance on the roads.

Road disrepair and lack of striping and unkept curbs Lack of upkeep of state nght of ways and
DOT propemies

There is anly one option to travel north on Heydl owt of Moriary. TA truck stop on the west
end of town blocks traffic to westbound Ri66. Pilot truck stop on north end of town blocks
traffic on Hwy 41 and frontage road. We need our west and east onfoff mmps renovation to
allow public access to the morth side of 1-40, allowing public more options and not congesting
the only option we have now

Safety on east end of Monarty. Sometimes | chose not to dine or shop local because it's just
too hard.

Potholes

Gas is too high in the area compared to bigger towns

HA

Homible roads

The roads in this town

Lighting at night!

There are no bike lanes or sidewalks to walk on.

Truck stop traffic tie ups.

Mo public transportation available or car rental options or Uber Lyft options.
Safe dog walking spaces

3/3

B2SI0E5 0:13 AM

B2SA0E5 0:05 AM
B2AH0E5 1:49 PM
B22F025 11:56 AM
B22F025 11:43 AM
B2AA0ES 11:22 AM
B22F0E5 10:44 AM
B2A0ES 10:29 AM
B2AA0E5 10:11 AM
BTI2025 12:31 PM

852025 5:57 PM
8302025 12:45 PM
TI0ES 359 PM

TI2E02025 B:23 PM
TI2BI2025 B:12 PM
TI2202025 0:17 AM

TR2002025 8:10 PM
TR2002025 B:07 PM
TR2002025 5:45 PM

THLAGHIES 0:55 PM

2025 3:48 PM

TI212025 3:43 PM
TI212025 10:31 AM
TI2025 5:36 PM
G005 6:57 AM
GR2A20E5 11:25 AM
G27I20E5 12:36 PM
G27I2025 11:06 AM
G2602025 4:13 PM
G2602025 043 AM
G'10720E5 11:05 AM
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Q24 Are there any specific businesses, services, or industries you would
like t0 see brought to Moriarty”? (Examples: a grocery store, veterinary
clinic, coffee shop, manufacturing facility, etc.)
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Arswered: 116 Skipped: 26

RESPONSES DATE

Gymifitness center 10153025 12:30 PM
Manufacturing facility 10M572025 12:26 PM
Locally owned restawrant that offer organic/healthy options, especially locally sourced 101452025 4:46 PM

ingredients
Grocery store, coffes/donut shop, manufacturing

10/ 14r3025 4:38 PM

Big bow stores, like Edgewood has brought in. Costoo, Sams Club, etc. 101457025 4:35 PM
et clinic, restaurant (other than Mexican) 10/11472025 4:23 PM
Manufacturing 10/11472025 4:24 PM
Coffee shop. bakery, donut shop 101472025 4:22 PM
Coffee shop. Italian restaurant 10/147 2025 4:20 PM

Mo 101472025 4:17 PM
A small wet clinic 101452025 4:15 PM
Restaurants 10M1472025 4:13 PM
Move theater, coffes shop, grocerny store 101452025 4:10 PM
Restaurant chain, coffes shop, dry cleaners, bowling alley, movie theater, drive-in 11473025 4:08 PM
Grocery store, wet clinic., coffes shop. manufacturing facility 11473025 4:04 PM
Clothing store 10/1147 2025 3:56 PM
Lange hardware stores 11473025 3:54 PM

Stores, manufacturing facility

101477025 3:52 PM

Pharmacy 10/1147 2025 3:50 PM
Hozpital { ER open 2477 - medical/dental doctor offices 1143025 3:48 PM
Coffee shop, lce creamifrozen yogurt, vet, 24 hour urgent care 101452025 3:45 PM
Grocery stores 1143025 3:42 PM
Hospital/clinic 10/11472025 3:36 PM
Gaolf driving range 10/1472025 3:34 PM
Urgent care & expanded medical senices 101452025 3:31 PM
Vetmed/dental services 1011472025 3:26 PM

Veternary clinic

More different types of restauwrants/coffes shops
Food places

et

1/4

1I1ArM025 3:21 PM
1I1ArA025 3:12 PM
10/ A0r2025 10047 AM
103025 10042 AM
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Pharmacy, coffes shop

Clinica veterinana, cafetera

Vetennary clinic, coffes shop

Allsups, Twisters

Entenainment, stores that aren't dollar gensralifamily dollar
More restaurant choices, vet clinic, shoe store

Some entefainment

Manufacturing - grecery store (affordable) theatsr
Pharmacy, Veteninary clinic

Veternary clinic

Any manufactunng would help the local economy
hospital/clinics business that brings jobs

Detectives-I've been burgled twice in 10 years

Family restaurants - apanrnents - job creation and marufacturing

Manufacturing facilities, entenainrment (movie theater, bowiing alley), butcher shop/meat
packing and processing.

Coffee shops, small restaurants

More restaurant=, coffes/donut shop, new product retail.

Arts and crafts, thrftstones

Farnily and youth frendly ententainment. le, bowding, biliards, mini golf etc
Sit down restaurants

Grocery store, Smith's

Coffee shop

Coffee shop. bowling, Walmart, Tractor Supply, industrial or manufactunng that will provide

jobrs that pay more than minirmum wage.

Buccees, tractor supply, more restaurants like chick fil a, other easy access stops off the

interstate. People will spend more money in monamy if there are more options off 1-40. Morianty

is easier to get off than Edgewood.

Grocery store Tractor Supply Vet clinic Additional restauants
Manufacturing facility

Grocery

Restaurant mamsfacturers

Grocery store, better vanety of restaurants, emsrtainment {not bars)
Theatsr, bowling

Please no more fireworks businesses! 24-hour medical emergency room / small hospital
Loves tuck stops

Walman, Tamget, Costco, Sams Club, Dutch Bros
Vererinary - we have had several, but the econory is just mot here
Gyms, community centers, coffee shops

Dental, bicycle repair shop

2/4

10L0r2025 10007 AM
IHLO0r20235 10003 AM
1YL0r2025 9:33 AM
101002025 9:30 AM
10/L0r2025 9:27 AM
110025 9:22 AM
101072025 9:18 AM
1LO0r2025 9:09 AM
1YL0r2025 9:02 AM
1103025 8:50 AM
10025 4:13 PM
1I0Er 025 4:00 PM
1Ior 025 2:57 PM
10far 025 2:50 PM
103025 12:37 PM

O2002025 10:38 AM
G200A025 10:38 AM
O26/2025 5:00 PM
2502025 B: 30 PM
252025 6:539 PM
25025 6:22 PM
2502025 6:03 PM
2502025 5:37 PM

W25/2025 5: 25 PM

WA 2025 6:08 PM
A0S 5:26 PM
Wa2025 5:19 PM
Wa2025 5:07 PM
825025 4:265 PM
B2SIA02S 4:23 PM
B25H025 4:18 PM
B2512025 4:13 PM
82502025 4:09 PM
82502025 4:04 PM
82502025 3:53 PM
B2SIA02S 3:45 PM
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Cracker Bamell! Feed stores, building

Medical facilities. supemarket, farmers market

Mo

A grocery store, vetennary clinic, hotels, and resturants. Morth side of 1-40
Manufacturing, retad, grocerny stores

‘eternary clinic

Chilli. Rowel

Manufzcturing facility

Grocery stores, manufacturing facilities to create jobs
Negocios de comida rapida, hospital

‘Walmart, McDonalds, Pharmacy

‘et clinic, Chinese restaurant, bowling alley. movie theater, would like to see McConalds open
Dentists, eyecars, Modonalds

‘et clinic, coffee shop, organic foods

Grocery store, vetennary clinic, coffee shop

All of the above

NOMNE MOME NOME

Mo

Linited groceny

Manufacturing, restaurants

Tractor supply, marsfacturing facility (to bring jobs)
Coffes shop

‘Vetennary clinic, grocery store, pediatnic doctors
Grocery store, home improvernent, manufacturing
See answer sbove

Yes, everything above

Coffee =hop for coffes not tied to just truck stops and something akin to Tractor Supgply or Big
R thar offer maore diverse items without forcing those who Fee in places like Estancia or
Mclntosh to drive to Edgewood. Comvenience alone would see it flourish and provide more jobs
to the local comrmunity.

None

Gym. mall, theme park. Wendy's

Skilled mursing & rehab facility

Homedepot, Walmart, smith's. Albertsons, update the library into 2028! A movie theater
Big R

Tractor supply, food places, Threws,

Gt on board with power and data centers_ Find another drone manufacturer, preferably military
it is a boorming business

Grocery store, restaurant, retail

It would be nice to have a lowes or a new hard wear store. Also a new grocery store it would

354

B25IA0E5 332 PM
82502025 228 PM
825025 325 PM
B2512025 313 PM
B2512025 2:08 PM
82502025 2:56 PM
8250205 11:20 AM
82502025 11:13 AM
B2512025 11:06 AM
82502025 10:55 AM
8251025 10:41 AM
82502025 10:29 AM
82512025 10:03 AM
82502025 045 AM
B/2512025 0:38 AM
82502025 0:05 AM
82212025 1:49 PM
B2212025 11:56 AM
B2220E5 11:43 AM
B2220E5 11:28 AM
B22A0E5 11:22 AM
BZ21F025 11:06 AM
B2220E5 10:44 AM
B2AA0ES 10:29 AM
B2220E5 10:11 AM
8712025 12:31 PM
8572025 0:15 PM

B/52025 5:57 PM
81312025 12:46 PM
TIA025 3:59 PM
T2BI2025 10:18 PM
TI2R02025 B:23 PM
TI2R02025 B:12 PM
T222025 017 AM

2002025 8:10 PM
TR2002025 B:07 PM
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also be nice to hawe some shoping of any kind. | would honesty love to s=e anything coms in.

Manufacturing , large chain grocery store, urgent care, eye doctor is needed as well as
entertainment options for kidslyoung adults

Coffee shop, boutiqgues, chain groceny store, urgent care, ice cream place

Albersons, Home Depot. Hampton Inn, Holiday Inn, Texas Roadhouse, Hteal, Dutch Bros,
TJMzx, Big R, Tractor Supply, Bucces's

Restaurants, entertainment-movie theatre?, visitor center with public bathrooms
‘Walmart, Target, Costoo, Sams Club, Cutch Bros

Grocery and hardware stores.

A veterinary clinic, Mcdonalds

Feed store, Cracker Bamel, Bucee's!, Little Cassar's (Affordable pizza), phamacy
A Walmart or something similar

Coffee shop. bowling ally, manufactuning, we need businesses that brng better jobrs and trade
skills to our community.

Tractor Supply or a costoo
A real medical emengency neom/acute care clinic open 24 howrs a day.
Coffee shop, bowling alley, skating rink, pool, Albertsons, Sam's club, Costco

We need a good steak howse we miss the co-op and Bufords. And a bowling alley or drive in
mivie theater would be fantastic.

474

TR2009025 5:45 PM

TR20MA025 2:50 PM
THAMMES 0:55 PM

T2023 348 PM
T22025 10:31 AM
T 2025 5:36 PM
B3I0M2025 6:57 AM
G20/2025 2:41 PM
G2AMA025 11:25 AM
G272025 12:36 PM

G27/2025 11:06 AM
G26M2025 4:13 PM
G26/2025 0:43 AM
G10/2025 11:05 AM



Q25 What do you think the City of Moriarty should do to attract or support
new businesses? (Examples: tax incentives, streamlined permitting,
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infrastructure improvements, workforce development, etc.)

Answered: 115 Skipped: 27

RESPONSES
Streamlined pemnitting

I nfrastructure improwements

et nd of the State Boands that make business owners jump throwgh hoops
Fix the mads, remove dilapidated buildings, clean up the town weeds and trash evenywhere

| nfrastructune impnoyement

| nfrastnucture:

All of the abowve & lower housing costs, better water.
Tax & pemmiting

Infrastructure improvements, workforce development
Workforce development

Workforce development

streambined pemitting

Tax incentives, enforcement of owners to treat their tenants better
Tax incentives, streamfined permitting, infrastructure improvements
‘Workforce development

Tax incentives

Infrastructure improvemsnts

Workfome

More affordable housinglinfrastructure improvements
Pemitting, workforce

More pride in the city

Everything possible

Less cormuption in the news! Streamlined pemuitting
Tax incentives

| nfrastructure improyements

incentives, infrastructure improesemsents

‘Workforce development

Equal opp not relative

workforce development, streamlined pemnitting

Pemisos simplificados

1/4

DATE
1152025 12:30 PM

1VLSF2025 1226 PM
1WLATA025 4:38 PM
1IWLATA025 4:35 PM
IVLArA025 4:28 PM
IWLArA025 4:24 PM
IVLArA025 4:22 PM
1IWLATA025 4:20 PM
IWLATA025 4:17 PM
1IWLATA025 4:15 PM
IWLATA025 4:13 PM
10V LArA025 4:10 PM
1VLArA025 4:08 PM
1VLArA025 4:04 PM
1V LArA02S5 4:00 PM
1VLArA025 3:54 PM
1IWLATA025 3:52 PM
1IWLATA025 3:50 PM
1IWLATA025 3:48 PM
1IWLATA02S 3:45 PM
1WLArA02S 3:36 PM
1WLArA025 3:34 PM
1WLArA025 3:31 PM
1W1AT025 3:28 PM
1WLArA025 3:26 PM
1VLAr025 3:12 PM
10VLOr2025 10047 AM
10VLOr2025 10042 AM
110025 10007 AM
110025 10005 AM
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Tax incentives, infrastructure improvernents, workforce development
n'a

L=ss fees. more grantsismall business supporting opponunities

7

Build a new technology park

Tax inCentives - advertsing

infrastructure improvernents/expansion, workforce development (2.g. night school held at MHS
facilities in cooperation w CHM.

streambined permitting, rmaintain fair business enforcement codes permit
Tax inCentives

pemnitting is a must but streambined, infrastrecture improvernents, workers will come if jobs are
Fvailsble

tam inCcentives + streamlined permitting
Mot sure

1. Clean up city 2. remove old boarded up buildings 3. use baseball figld (recreation in
summer} 4. Use rodeo arena 5. swimming pool in conunction with schools

Tax incentives & infrastrecture mprovements
Tax incentives and workforce developrnent

Workforce development, tax incentives, bettwr cormmunity imvolvernent for advertising, more
COoMmmunity events to encourage thl community to pamicipate with local retailers.

Make existing building more accessible to new business, more imvolvernent in community for
business to advertise

| dion't koo

What strength does this community hawve in excess to offer?
Cut regulation, more housing

Streamnline permmitting and tax incentives.

Mice restaurant

Tax incentives

Encourage those who own the land to not try to gouge any prospective business. I'm all for
making a profit but doubling the prce when you hear it's a big business is very self serving. In
order for cur town to grow and prosper and retun to the viable town it once was, we all need to
hawe attitudes of wanting to help it grow for ALL of us and not just our own pockets. A nsing
tide raizes all ships, big and small. Let's encourage this mindset. Tax incentives are aways a

good idea

Get rid of nepotisrn and allow new businesses o even come in penod. Approve thern and stop
standing in the way of progress. A democrats dream is progress yet no businesses can seem
to get in unless there's a personal benefit to govemmeant members. Clean up the town |t locks
trashy compared to Edgewood.

Infrastructure irmprovemnsnis Streamlined pemitting Tax incentives
Tax incentives

Workforce development

Tax Incentives

Tax incentives, infrastreciure improvernents

Tax InCentives

274

1L0r2025 9:33 AM
10L0F2025 9:30 AM
1WA0F2025 9:27 AM
10MVA025 22 AM
10MVA025 9:13 AM
10 V2025 9:09 AM
10 VA025 9:02 AM

1010r2025 8:55 AM
10 VA025 8:50 AM
10083025 4:13 PM

10Wer2025 4:00 PM
10Er2025 2:57 PM
1000/2025 2:50 PM

1083025 2:23 PM
1032025 12:37 PM
2012025 10:33 AM

G20/H025 10:38 AM

W26/2025 5:01 PM
W25/2025 B:39 PM
W25/2025 6:34 PM
2512025 6:28 PM
2512025 6:22 PM
WASA025 6:03 PM
WASA0E25 5:37 PM

QWASA0ES 5:46 PM

WA 2025 6:08 PM
Wa2025 5:26 PM
2025 5:19 PM
W 2025 5:07 PM
B2SMA025 4:26 PM
B25/2025 4:23 PM



62
63

65

&7
et}
=]
70
Fi |
[
73
74
F]
Fili]
I
7a
Fi)
80
Bl
g2
83

85
8o
By

=

g1
g2
83

=]

o7
og

2025 Moriarty Comprehensive Plan Survey

Infrastucture improvmentsitoads. Clean up the city and enforce codes.
Make it affordable for them

Expand ventures out stop being overprices

Getting our kids job incentives during the summer

Tax incentives and community outreach

Infrastructure improvements, workforce development

Link

Streamlined pemitting, infrastructure improvernents

Property tax incentives. Low rent for first 3 years. development bonds
Streamlined pemitting, workforce development

Let business build

Workforce development

All of the above phes affordable housing

Ayudances en todo lo relacionado & permisos y segqunidad

Tax incentives, infrastrecture improvernents

Infrastructure irmprovemsnts, workfone development

late nigh busineszes (restaurants) open after 8 pm.

All

Tax incentives, streambined permitting, infrastructure improvements
Infrastructure improvements

Make it as easy as possible for opening a business without tax payer incentives
NOT A DAMMN THING. Don't tum owr community into another shithole sewer septic tank
Dot know

‘Workforce development, thinking outside the box

Mew city council

Tax incentives, streambined permitting, infrastructure improvements {only big employers not
employess)

Tax incenives, streambined permitting

Streamlined pemits, workforce development

All of the above would b= a good star

Make it 2asy to get a business license

Dunmo, but smiall business support as opposed to cutting Walmart tax incentives

Infrastructure would likely need to be improved. Road repairs feel forgotten here from the
vigwpoint of sormeons new to the area

Infrastucture improvemsnts
All of the above
Streamlined pemitting

Tax incentives infrastructure
Easier to talk to

374

B2512025 4:18 PM
B2SA025 4:13 PM
B2502025 4:09 PM
B2512025 4:04 PM
B25A0E5 253 PM
B25/2025 3.8 PM
B2SIA0ES5 3246 PM
B25A0E5 213 PM
B2502025 2:08 PM
BI2512025 2:56 PM
B250025 11:20 AM
B2502025 11:13 AM
B25IA025 11:06 AM
B25IA025 10:55 AM
B25IA025 10:41 AM
B2SA025 1029 AM
B25A025 10:03 AM
BI2512025 0:45 AM
B25A025 0:38 AM
B2502025 0:13 AM
B2502025 0:05 AM
B22A025 1:49 PM
B2212025 11:56 AM
B220A025 11:43 AM
B22A025 11:28 AM
B221A025 11:22 AM

B22A05 11:12 AM
B2AA025 10:44 AM
B220A025 10029 AM
B220A025 10011 AM
BTI2025 12:31 PM
8572025 0:15 PM

BANA0ES 12:240 AM
832025 12:46 PM
TS 3259 PM
TI2E/2025 B:23 PM
TR2EMA025 812 PM
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Tax incentives and imponanthy aitract the best school teachers get the schools to lead MM in
education and growth will follow. And a good clean up of Central, truck traffic mitigation and
with stricter zoning standands in the comidor to be attractive to neswoomers.

City Council support to bring in business. And not discourage the growih of the city .

| think stop tumning them down in the first place. Also stop wormying about it shutting all the
littke business shut down they will make it there are thousands of other small towns that have
beoth.

Affordable asking price for avallable land Tax incentives, sensible pmitting and fees Support
frarn the city council

Streamlined pemitting, infrastructure irmprovemnents fupdates - can't they get grants7
Sell property at a fair market price.

All of the above. We need to have a plan and choose to work together as a team. We have a
reputation of bait and switch, slow to move and even an attitude of indifference. If's time to
change that.

Expand venture and stop being overpriced

Change the city council members for new blood and ideas.

The city freezes out businesses that compets with existing businesses. Stop doing that.
Stop blecking businesses from coming in - whatever or whosever is standing in the way needs
to get out of the way.

Improve cumrent infrastrecture like roads water and appearance of the town. Ensure we have
enough police officers

Strearnline permitting for sure. Tax incentives could be good as long as they don't hurt the
cities financse.

Tax incentives, get Steve Anaya off the council

Workforce development and streamlined pemnitting.

Strearnline permmitting , allow for improvements rather than blacking them.

1. Improve the Morarty business park enhancing infrastructure and making the lots more
attractive for lease or purchase. Partner with a developer and get those empty lots developed.
Make us lock alive again. 2. Imwest in public infrastructure through grants with LEDA. Develop
a town center and focus on the main Street. Enhance the appearance and make the vacant
land attractive for new housing and business. 3. Lean into available Mew Mexico tax credits
like rural jobs tax credits and manufactunng investment tax credit and technology jobs and rfd
tax credits. 4. Promote and support the existing businesses and connect them with resources
like Mew Mexico small business investment conporation. Highlight those businesses that have
thrived in Mew Mexico and demonstrate the potential for growth

474

TI22M3025 0:17 AM

T20r2025 8:10 PM
T202025 807 PM

TR20M2025 5:45 PM

T20r2025 2:50 PM
THAMMIES 0:55 PM
TIA2025 3:48 PM

TI2025 10:31 AM
T 2025 5:36 PM

6302025 6:57 AM
620/2025 2:41 PM

G 28/2025 11:25 AM

B272025 12:35 PM

G272025 1106 AM
B26/2025 4:13 PM
B 26/2025 0:43 AM
G'10/2025 11:05 AM



Q32 One last question. What is your favorite thing about living in Moriarty™?
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Answered: 117 Skipped: 25

RESPONSES
Small guist town with friendly comrmunity

Rural character / community. We do not want to become Rig Rancho or even Edgewaod with
their unchecked development and complete disregard for community members_ City of
Moranty should work to presense nural character, smiall business-friendly environment, native
rangeland, dark skies {lmit light pollution). We do not want giant subdivisions and urban
sprawl. As someone in small business in City of Monarty, | think it is unforiunate that so many
ternporary businesses operate without any type of business license/pamitting process or
anything at all. |.e. Flea markets hosted by local businesses bring in lots of vendors who pop
up for the day, but they don't have a City of Monany business icense or pay tax. Many of
these vendors to local events every weskend, so they are operating as a proper business (not
just an individual selling their crafts 1x a year at a craft faic) All the food trucks operate in the
city limits and some may have gone through the proper city pemitting, but others hawve not.
They take business away from the restaurants/other businesses that are actually paying
tames, paying property taeees for their kecation in Monarty, reguired to have a business licenss
and paying the city license fees. The City should of course be encouraging srall business-
incheding temporany businesses, food trucks etc-but those that have gone through the proper
channels &= the rest of the small busineszes hers are required to do. The City should enforce
this equally and establish reasonable peramaters to manages that.

Small size. air quality is fresh. friendly

Space! But | have to leave anytime | need to buy grocenes, household supplies, or want to eat
ourt!

Mot miuch left There is no pride No local support. There will need to be event in arder for
business to come to the area

My job

It's nat Albuguemue

Less people, small town fesl

lt= not the city. small town

| dont know

Small town away from ABCQ) problems

It's rmore quiet than the city, and safter

Cloze to work and close to my kids. Community is pretty suppomive of each other.
Good things to come

Road crews are super in the winter, stores are well stocked & easily accessible. Most people
are friendly. Most things are within walking distance.

Small town

Mo homeless walking around

Rural

Friendly people, weather, open space
Quiet, open

It's not & big city and people are nice

1/3

DATE
1052025 12:30 PM

114025 4:52 PM

1014025 4:38 PM
11025 4:35 PM

10/ 2025 4:29 PM

112025 4:26 PM
112025 4:24 PM
1MLA025 4:22 PM
1MLA025 4:20 PM
1LAG025 4:17 PM
1142025 4:15 PM
114025 4:11 PM
1014025 4:08 PM
1MLA025 4:04 PM
10142025 4:01 PM

1LAR025 3:56 PM
10/1472025 3:54 PM
1011427025 3:52 PM
114025 3:48 PM
1MLA025 3:45 PM
10/1472025 3:43 PM
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It is guiet

Small town love

Open space, few people, away from ABD

small rural town atmosphens

Rural environment, nice people

It being a nice place

Small town fesl, would like more open space (hike. nde bikes, etc.)
| don't live in Moriamy.

Being out of the city small town ving

140

Friendly people

Tranguilidad

Stable quist community. tourism

Machos restaurant

Away from the big city

used to be the people but there is to many cutsiders
Hoszpitality / old town feel

Usually quiet - but my meighbors punk their places up - have trashy relatives come and nathing
is done - one neighbor has an ambulance come 3 times a month for relatves overdose -
nothing is done. Swuggestion - why not offer 2 money prize from city to decorate for holidays -
that would help the town look better - couldn’t you use city funds. Please do something to get
rid of abandoned tralers - make people take care of their yards & dogs. Suggestions - people
com in oci - to mcCalls pumpkin patch - lots of people - why not do & town thing and have
town decoraie for Hallowesn - have something in the park vendors could make money on.

quiet - except for vehicles wi' boom bowes and loud, speeding motorncycles
35 minutes away from ABQ

people are pleasant and respecful

Small hormetown, aggffarming commmunity, interstate close by

Itis chose to ABQ), Santa Fe and it is the center of the state

Rural - low traffic - frendly people - church is strong

| was bom here. This is home. | helped incorporate Monarty to save ouwr schools. | served 20
years on the city council. My whole family has helped build Moriarty. My son Steve has served
oin the Cowncil for ower 30 eyras. | am the oldest person born in Monarty and still here. (86 172
eyars old) (Borm Feb 27, 16249)

Small town

| lowe the small town that we have held on too. With everything growing so mpidly, it's
important to keep the feel of community and friendship.

Small town fesl most of the time
The amazing sky

The patrictic spirt shown down Main Strest duning certain holidays. Flag lines streets. A small
towm is & wonderful place to be. Knowing ur neighbors and folks that werk in the comrmunity
et

Mot in Albuguengue

215

1142025 3:39 PM
1142025 3:36 PM
1MLA025 3:34 PM
1MLA025 3:28 PM
10142025 3:26 PM
1142025 3:23 PM
1MLA025 3:21 PM
1MLA025 3:12 PM
10ML0F2025 10047 AM
1IV2025 10042 AM
10M00r2025 10007 AM
10MIV2025 10:05 AM
10ML0F2025 9:34 AM
10MAVA025 9:30 AM
1HAOFA025 927 AM
1MA0F2025 922 AM
10/00F2025 9:18 AM
1HMIVA025 912 AM

101 V2025 9:03 AM
10/ V2025 8:55 AM
10ML0r2025 8:50 AM
100072025 4:13 PM
1082025 £:00 PM
1083025 2:57 PM
1083025 2:51 PM

1082025 2:23 PM
2002025 10:40 AM

2012025 10:38 AM
W26/2025 5:02 PM
2512025 B:45 PM

W25A0ES5 6:55 PM
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Smadl town
| lave my church. | like the citizens.

Small town. Agrculture. Multi-generational families. Weathen/climate. Accessibility to
Edgewood, Abg and Santa Fe.

| lowe that there is so much possiblity in this town and area. 40 years ago, who would have
thought Edgewood would hawe swipassed Monamy in growth and development. | tuly belisve
we Can not only sureive &5 a town but thrive and be able to bless those who e, work, and
bwild businesses hera.

Mot crowded

The parades

That it is not commercialized with chain stores and still has a small town fesl

Small town

It's a small neighborly community. While thers are a lot of peoplz | don't know anymore, thers
are still many that | da knowe We look out for each other and we don't have as many of the big
city problerns that Albuguengue experience. We do need to stay alert and smart 5o we don't
encounter those problems. The city really needs to do a better job of keeping all areas clean
s0 that we can build Transient population as well is a problem with ilicit drugs in the
comrrunity. We need o be more prosctive instead of reactive.

Close to work and school for my kids

Low crimne

Mothing, library

lowd Crime - open spaces - agriculture, although no longer sustainabls
The closeness

lts honestly awful due to social class and poverty. Its hand to obtain employmenit withouwt
internet or cellular communications

Community

Living next to open space, long views, easygoing attitude

Rural atmospherslos populaton

Safety & future growth potential

Small town close to big city. Great public schools

Local govt semvices close

It's mot ABQ)

The =mall town effect!

Pueblo pequema, buena comunidad

Conmvenience of grocery store & dollar stores

Quist, polite, helpful neighbors

| live outside limits, but de my business here

People are friendly

| personally would like to ==& more of the trash taken off the streets very disappointing it gives
our city a bad logk - trashy - Gives the wrong impression. | think citations to all who let their
trash fly arownd; not picked up.

Grean mayor + staff

The people. | would like to see more cormmunity services and recreation opportunities; events.

3/5

Q25025 6:23 PM
Q2502025 6:0d PM
Q2502025 5:51 PM

2512025 5:39 PM

2512025 5:25 PM
WA2025 527 PM

BI2512025 4: 26 PM
BI2512025 4: 23 PM
BS54 PM

82502025 4:14 PM
82502025 £:11 PM
82512025 4:09 PM
B2502025 4:04 PM
8252025 353 PM
82512025 3:45 PM

B2502025 233 PM
82512025 3.8 PM
82512025 326 PM
B25IA0E5 213 PM
82502025 2:08 PM
82502025 2:58 PM
B2512025 11:20 AM
B25025 1106 AM
B2502025 10:55 AM
B252025 10042 AM
B25I025 1029 AM
B2502025 10:06 AM
B2502025 10:03 AM
B2502025 045 AM

B2502025 0:38 AM
812502025 0:14 AM
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Friendly, slowsr paced atmosphere

The peace and quiet. Mo DAMM traffic jams, being able to see the sky and stars at night.
Hardly any crime.

It's a simpler life than a big city

Girean comrmunity

Small town atmosphere. grear place to rmise my children
Close to Santa Fe & ABQ

Rural area

Mo hustle [ bustle, quiet & peaceful

This is & great community with friendly people. There are older businesses, families that hold
back developrnent to protect their own lifestyles afraid that they can't compets with other
busineszes. The problem is through the whole city gowemment mindset. How can the city send
owt this railout without & retum address an it or & retum envelope. How can you expect a real
rESponse.

Small town atmosphere-country feel

Community. People help sach other out. we t@alk, we look out for each other. Less &t rmace.
Smaller population and guieter housing areas

Lows key living ! new ad campsign should be ® thers's more in Monargy™

It's quiet & the sceneny.

Small town atmosphers

Farnily

WA, But the potential is there just needs leadership vision and the willingmess to promaote the
comrmunity as & rural , country and friendlier place to do business and live altemative to the
Walley .

Wy family lives here.

The one and only thing that keeps me here is my family and the land that | have. | honestly
am disgusted by the mind set of this town and the action being taken by city council. It is a
joke what they think is good for the “people”

Family ties and the potential for growth There are really good people in Monamy but as of late
we have attracted some not so wholesome groups from cheap living expense lack of work and
schools that are strggling

Neighbors and church
It's my home town!

| can't namow it down to one o here are a few The residents-most people | mest in Monarty
are friendly and would help a stranger in need. The location-we get to be 3 small town and also
e close to ABQ when we hawve big city needs_ The histony-My grest-grandparents
homesteaded here in 1906, I'm 4th generation and I'm excited to see what positive results a
sunvey like this could bring to my comrmunity.

Small, quiet, friendly, space (land)

Lirary

Rural

| live just outside of Morarty. | like walking my dogs at the city park.
The people ! family

The Library and museurn programs and events.

475

BI2502025 0:05 AM
8220025 1:50 PM

B2212025 11:56 AM
B2220E5 11:43 AM
B220E5 11:20 AM
82212025 11:22 AM
BZ21F025 11:06 AM
B2220E5 10:44 AM
B2220E5 10:32 AM

BZ2F025 10:11 AM
BTI2025 12:31 PM
B/5/2025 0:16 PM
81312025 12:43 PM
THI02025 4:00 PM
TI2BM2025 B:24 PM
T2BI2025 B:13 PM
T2 025 020 AM

T2002025 B:11 PM
T2002025 8:10 PM

TI2002025 5:45 PM

TR2002025 2:530 PM
THAR2S 0:56 PM
2025 4:28 PM

22025 3:44 PM
T2r2025 1031 AM
THI2025 5:36 PM
63002025 T:04 AM
G2B/2025 11:26 AM
B27I2025 12:37 PM
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I'm only here because of work and friends, otherwize 1'd never come to Maonarty.

The library. Most of the women that work there are super fiendly and always hawve things for
my kids (3.7,12.) to do.

by chuanch family.
The Moriarty librany is fantastic.

| really wsed to favor the dark skies. But now with the new fuel tank famn they've it it up ke
dowmitown Albuguengue. | like that | can forget and leave rmy garage dicor open at night and no
one steals anything. | [ike clean, patrictic small towns and this is as close as you will get.

=

&27I2025 11:09 AM
6272025 11:08 AM

G2602025 4:14 PM
GI26/2025 0:44 AM
6002025 11:08 AM
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Appendix C: City of Moriarty
Population Forecast
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Produced by: Aaron Hill, Socioeconomic Analyst
Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
December 2025

Introduction

The Mid-Region Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MRMPO) was requested by the Mid-Region
Regional Planning Program (MRRPP) to provide a
2045 population projection for the City of Moriarty
for use in their comprehensive plan. This population
forecast is informed by data from the U.S. Census
Bureau and the University of New Mexico Geospa-
tial & Population Studies (UNM-GPS). Moriarty is
forecast to grow from 1,946 in 2020 to 2,073 in 2045,
which represents a 6.5% growth over 25 years. The
forecast was developed using a combination of two
demographic techniques: a housing unit method and
a shift-share method.

Population History

The official US Census Bureau’s population count of
Moriarty per the 2020 decennial census was 1,946,
showing slow growth from the previous decade with
36 new residents since the 2010 count. This occurred
while Torrance County as a whole lost population,
resulting in Moriarty increasing its share of popula-
tion relative to the county.

Additionally, between 2010 and 2020, the Torrance
County population has experienced aging. While
the county’s population as a whole has declined, the
population of individuals 65 and older grew by 42%
between 2010 and 2020 (UNM GPS).

Distribution of Population by Age in Torrance County,

2010-2020 (Source: UNM GPS)

Population of Moriarty as a Percent of Torrance County,

2000-2020 (Source: Missouri Census Data Center, US
Census Bureau)
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Scenarios and Assumptions for Housing Unit Projections

Low Growth

Steady Growth

1.4 Units per Year

4.1 Units per year

Assumption: Future housing growth will be

omitting the post-2022 construction boom

Assumption: Future housing growth will be

omitting the post-2022 construction boom

Historical and Forecast Population of Torrance County, Moriarty, and Share of Population, 2000-2050 (Source: UNM GPS and

MRMPO)

Housing Unit Method Forecast

The housing unit method forecasts population based
on projecting historical housing development and
household sizes forward. The method applies the
following formula:

2045 Population = 2020 Population + (projected res-
idential units * projected occupancy rate * projected
persons per household)

For this projection, two scenarios were considered, a
low-growth scenario, and a steady growth scenario.
The assumptions for each scenario are listed below.

The housing unit method assumes that housing
growth has a direct relationship to population
growth. In both scenarios, the post-2022 construc-
tion boom that occurred in Moriarty was omitted,
as it is an unprecedented housing boom, and it is
unknown if it will continue.

Population forecasts were derived from applying
projected average household size and occupancy rate
to forecast housing in the town of Moriarty. This data
is based on the socioeconomic forecasts developed
for the Transitions 2045 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan in 2025, which anticipates a continued decline
in average household sizes.

The Low Growth Scenario projects 173 new residents
by 2045, and 29 new housing units, for a total popu-
lation of 2,119. The Steady Growth Scenario projects
288 new residents by 2045 and 86 new housing units,
for a total population of 2,234.
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Average Household Size and Vacancy Rate in Moriarty, 2020-2045

Historical Projected
2020 2030 2040 2045
Household Size 2,47 24 2.35 2.32
Vacancy Rate BB.7% B86.4% B4.2% 83.1%

Average Household Size and Occupancy Rate in Moriarty, 2020-
2045 (Source: US Census Bureau, MRMPO)

Population Forecast by Scenario

Low Growth Steady Growth
2020 Population 1,946 1,946
2035 Population 2,091 2,153
2043 Population 2,119 2,234
Change in Population 173 288
Mew Housing Units 2020 - 2045 249 a6

Population Forecast by Scenario (Source: MRMPO)




Historical and Projected Population of Torrance County, Moriarty, and Share of Population, 2000-

2050

Decennial Census Projected
2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050
Population (Torrance County | 16,911 16,383 15,045 13,947 12,126 9,654
Population (Moriarty) 1,738 1,910 1,946 2,025 1,976 1,766
Share of County in Moriarty 10.3% 11.7% 12.9% 14.5% 16.3% 18.3%

Historical and Forecast Population of Torrance County, Moriarty, and Share of Population, 2000-2050 (Source: UNM GPS and

MRMPO)

Shift-Share Method Forecast

The shift-share method is another common method
used for forecasting population and relies on the
most recent UNM-GPS 2050 population projection

by county. The method applies the following formula:

2045 Population = 2045 Torrance County popula-
tion projection * Moriarty’s 2045 projected share of
Torrance County

Moriarty has had a continually growing share of the
county’s population, rising from 10.3% of the coun-
ty’s population in 2000 to 12.9% in 2020 (US Decen-
nial Census). This is due to Moriarty’s population ex-
periencing modest growth while the county has lost
population, dropping from 16,911 residents in 2000

to 15,045 residents in 2020. To generate the project-
ed future share of Torrance County’s population in
Moriarty, the compound annual rate of growth of the
share from 2000-2020 was projected forward to 2050.

The population of Moriarty is anticipated to exhibit
steady growth until it peaks at a population of 2,025
in 2030, after which time it is expected to decline to a
population of 1,766 in 2050.

Because Torrance County population is projected to
decline, even an increasing share of Moriarty to the
County still results in an overall declining forecast.
This method results in a 2045 population forecast of
1,868 in Moriarty.

Moriarty Population Count and as a Share of Torrance County, 2000-2050 (Source: US Census Bureau, MRM-

PO)
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Moriarty 2045 Forecast

Below are the three forecast scenarios. The three
forecasts could be considered a likely range of fu-
ture growth, with the shift-share at the low end

and steady growth at the high end. Planning efforts
should be based on this range for future planning.
The average of the three scenarios results MRMPO’s
combined forecast of 2,073 for Moriarty.

Forecast Population of Moriarty, 2010-2045 (Source: MRMPO)

Trends Across Scenarios

There are several major factors that influence popu-
lation growth and explain the projected population
decline for Torrance County: migration, natural
change (births — deaths) and aging.

For the past 20 years, migration has seen dramatic
fluctuations in Torrance County, both in spurts of
population growth such as in the early 2000s, and
times of population loss, such as the mid-2010’s.
Some recent trends are not unique to Torrance
County; like many rural communities across New
Mexico, younger residents often move to more urban
areas of the state or even leave the state entirely in
search of better access to economic prospects or ser-

144

Comparison of 2045 Moriarty Population Forecasts

Scn ot | " | g | P
Population 2045)

Shift-Share Method 1,946 1,868 -78 -3.99%

Low Growth Housing Method 1,946 2,119 173 8.87%

Moderate Growth Housing Method 1,946 2,234 288 14.77%

Combined Forecast 1,946 2,073 127 6.55%

Comparison of 2045 Moriarty Population Forecasts (Source:
MRMPO)

vices such as education. However, some factors are
very localized, such as the recent boom of in-migra-
tion, due to the large number of construction work-
ers entering the county to build renewable energy
infrastructure.

Torrance County, like many counties across rural
New Mexico, has experienced net population loss
due to migration, with a net migration of 941 res-
idents leaving the county between 2001 and 2023.
While there has been a recent uptick of in-migra-
tion, this has not been enough to make up for the
compounding years of out-migration from Torrance
County.




Net Migration in Torrance County, 2001-2023 (Source: MRMPO)

Additionally, natural change in the population has
been gradually declining. Natural change is the num-
ber of residents in a community who are born each
year, subtracted by the number of deaths. Similar to
the United States as a whole, the birth rate in Tor-
rance County has been decreasing, while deaths are
rising. While shifts in natural change may experience
less fluctuation than migration, their consistency
over time can make them far more impactful on
long-term population change

This shift in natural change is primarily due to the
aging of the population Torrance County has been
experiencing, because as the proportion of older
residents increases, the number of residents having
children decreases. Additionally, older residents are
more likely to pass away than younger ones. As such,
this trend both decreases the birth rate and increases
the death rate, leading to a situation in which more
residents die each year than are born. Torrance coun-
ty has seen significant drop in natural change over
the past decade.

Natural Population Change in Torrance County, 2000-2023 (Source: NMDOH)
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In 2010, 14.2% of the population of Torrance County
was aged 65 or over, and it is projected that this cate-
gory will reach nearly 31% by 2050.

While the share of population 65 and over will
increase, it is important to note that the popula-
tion within all age categories is expected to decline.
Notably, the population between the ages of 20-

64 years old is expected to decline significantly in
number and in percentage, which will translate to
fewer workers in the county to support the growing
needs of an aging population. Future planning efforts
should take this shift into consideration in order to
anticipate and meet the needs of Moriarty’s senior
population.

Projected Share of Population by Age Group in Torrance County, 2010-2050 (Source: UNM GPS)

Projected Total Population by Age Group in Torrance County, 2010-2050 (Source: UNM GPS)
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